
Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by authors in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect opinions, beliefs and 

viewpoints of Voices or official policies of Voices.  However, this does not apply to the editorial content in  this newsletter. 

Page 1 SEP 2012 

 
 

What should we do when we come across a helpless injured 
animal? The animal could be a stray (which is still a common 
occurrence in India) or an animal willfully abandoned by its owner 
after its useful period as a pet or as a beast of burden was over. In 
such a situation, one might feel a natural sympathetic urge to do 
something to help the animal; but many a time, one might be 
unable to do so – due to lack of time, and more so, due to lack of 
awareness about whom to contact for help. 
 
 
We had previously heard about a few NGOs which work for animal 
welfare. However, a turn of events in the recent past brought us in 
direct contact with CUPA - Compassion Unlimited Plus Action. This 
aptly named organization was founded in 1990 by an 
Englishwoman, Crystal Rogers, in Bangalore, in the veterinary 
college campus in Hebbal. Our first visit was to the CUPA animal 
shelter, where a community dog from IISc campus was picked up 
and taken for treatment. Our experience at the animal shelter was 
an eye opener. Stark evidence of the duality of human nature was 
staring us in the face. Most animals present there were victims of 

cruelty that only humans are capable of inflicting on fellow living 
beings. Ironically, the same animals were also the beneficiaries of 
selfless compassion being bestowed by another section of the 
same human race. There were dogs, cats, pups, kittens, rabbits, 
calves, birds and so on. Some were visitors undergoing treatment 
while others were permanent residents.  This Animal shelter is 
primarily a clinic. They respond to distress calls from all over the 
city, concerning animals that are in need of help, be it a road 
accident, electrocution, disease or abuse. All that we need to do is  

 
 

make a phone call with appropriate details. They come with an 
ambulance at the earliest, pick up the animal and provide medical 
attention. Once the animals recover, they are vaccinated, groomed 
and released back in the same place from where they are picked 
up. There is no requirement on the part of the person who made 
the call to pay any money. 
 
 
This interaction set us thinking on several questions on the origin 
and functioning of this organization. The autobiography of Crystal 
Rogers (titled “mad dogs and an Englishwoman”) told us of her 
vision for the organization as a founder member. Her life in India is 
an example of undivided and undeterred devotion to one's 
convictions. Crystal visited Delhi in 1958 as a tourist en route to 
New Zealand. During her short stay in Delhi, she was moved by the 
pitiful plight of several animals and people. She then decided to 
stay back for good and work to improve the conditions of these   
under-privileged ones. Since then, she tirelessly worked for the 
cause, for the next 20 years at the Animals' Shelter in Delhi and 
later with the charitable trust, “Help in Suffering” in Jaipur, both 

founded by her. It was an arduous journey through the vicissitudes 
of life, bureaucracy and treachery, nevertheless brightened by the 
satisfaction of spreading compassion and comfort. She came to 
Bangalore in 1990, at the ripe old age of 84, probably hoping for a 
life of leisure and retirement. But age had not dampened her 
spirits! She noticed that the animals in Bangalore needed help as 
much as the animals in Jaipur did, and thus, CUPA was born in 
1991. Crystal passed away in 1996, but several like-minded altruists 
are carrying on her good work at CUPA. 

CUPA: Compassion Unlimited Plus Action  

Charlie, a helper dog One of the ambulances used by CUPA to pick up animals in distress  
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Curious to know about the current activities and functioning of 
CUPA in detail, we requested Ms. Sudha Narayanan, a member of 
the board of trustees, for a tête-à-tête. She spoke to us about the 
animals at CUPA - Charlie, the canine therapy dog; Angel - the tiny 
golden haired ‘accountant’ dog; Hero - the misanthropic dog; 
Bheema, the bull calf who was raised by stray dogs and fancies 
himself to be one; Bill - the bull and Snowflake - the he-buffalo, 
who are inseparable! She also told us about the effectiveness of the 
animal birth control program in controlling stray dog population, 
regular re-vaccination of street dogs, laws on animal cruelty in 
India, etc. We came to know about the “canine therapy” program 
where well behaved and friendly dogs are used to bring joy and 
improvement in the lives of autistic, spastic and other differently-
abled children and patients of chronic depression. There is “the 
large animal program” in which periodic medical camps are 
organized in the near-by villages to examine cattle and such large 
animals; and to provide medication and dietary supplements, if 
necessary. It is undeniable that these animals form an integral part 
of the agricultural practices and livelihood of the villagers.  
 
 
There is also a project on “captive elephant welfare” where the 
temple elephants and other captive elephants that were ill-treated 
are liberated and rehabilitated through legal initiatives. What 
became clear during the interview was that in the last two decades, 

CUPA has grown and widened its range of activities. It is doing a 
commendable job in the area of animal welfare - an important 
area; albeit given limited attention by the government. We were 
impressed to know about the example CUPA has set, wherein a 
considerable part of its funds are generated by providing paid 
medical services for privately owned animals at the 24X7 CUPA 
Clinic located in R.T. Nagar. As they are not funded by the 
government, they welcome donations - of not only money, but also 
articles of use to animals – such as animal food, old newspapers, 
bowls etc.  
 
 
The monetary contributions are also subject to tax exemption. Of 
equal importance is the donation of time. They have provisions for 
people to volunteer at the shelter. More details can be found on 
their website -www.cupabangalore.org. CUPA animal shelter can 
be contacted at 080-22947301. There is no doubt that CUPA is 
making a positive difference - not only to animals but also to 
people who are dependent on animals and who are animal lovers.  
 
 

K.Aswani Kumar (MBU) and Chetana Baliga Nabar (MBU) 
 

(For the complete article, which includes an interview and 
additional pics, visit www.iisc.ernet.in/voices) 

 
 

Laughter is a guaranteed mood changer. A medicine with no 
adverse side effects; many claim it is the best medicine there is. A 
dose of laughter, in quantities moderate to liberal, helps relieve 
stress, dispel gloom, and bring about a general feeling of well-
being. While tickling can induce laughter, what we are looking at 
here is laughter generated when exposed to humour. Children, it is 
known, laugh more readily when compared to adults. Perhaps, this 
is because they see humour everywhere and in everything. Even 
small things light their faces up with a smile or cause them to laugh 
out merrily. As we grow older, it seems as if our experiences 
temper this humour and replace it with a 
more serious outlook. Or maybe, the 
jokes need to be of greater complexity 
to make us laugh. The range of topics 
and the kind of jokes a person finds 
funny narrows down as well; to such an 
extent that, based on individual tastes, 
only certain kinds of humour tend to 
induce laughter. So, while slapstick 
humour or satire has some people 

cracking up, it is lost on 
others. 
 
 
This inability to laugh readily on a wide variety of 
topics may be the reason why people find it hard to 
make others laugh easily. And coming up with 
humour that everyone finds funny is even harder. 
Writers, playwrights, directors, actors, anyone who 
targets a wide audience, irrespective of the medium 
they choose to express themselves in, confess to 
finding it easier to make people cry, when 
compared to succeeding in making them laugh. 
 

 

 
 

When Voices chose humour as the theme for its first two theme 
based contests, we knew that those who chose to participate in 
them would have their work cut out for them; that they would have 
to walk the extra mile to come up with something good. Kudos to 
everyone who sent us their entries! The submissions we received 
varied in their treatment of humour. While most entries were 
funny, a few, surprisingly, were quite serious. Given the wide 
variety of articles we received, with each submission being good in 
its own way, the competition was a close one. 
 

The editorial board took its time to 
reach a consensus on the winner. The 
discussions and deliberations we had, 
over which entry should be chosen, was 
perhaps, again, a result of the differing 
senses of humour among the 
multitudes. Each of us had our own, 
different reasons for why we liked an 
article, and why we didn’t. This delay in 
reaching a consensus is partly 
responsible for the conspicuous absence 
of a Voices issue since July. So while the 

jury was out for quite long on this one, the verdict is finally out.  
 
 
Turn to page 6 to find out who succeeded in having the last laugh 
in this installment of our theme-based contest. The second 
installment of the contest received just two entries. Given the small 
number of submissions, we decided to declare both of them 
winners. Turn to page 7 to read them. If you wanted to submit 
entries to our previous installments of the contest but couldn't, we 
are pleased to announce the third installment of the contest. Page 
12 carries further details. 
 

K. Vijayanth Reddy (ECE/CeNSE)  

Writing Humour is No Joke  
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Destinies of research scholars working for their Master’s or 
Doctoral degrees in institutes of higher learning such as the IISc/
IITs, are determined by circumstances often not entirely of their 
own making.  One of the worrying concerns of scholars is the 
continuously extending duration of their toil up to and beyond 3 
years for the Master’s and 5 years for Doctoral degrees.  Such 
unduly long extension sometimes leads to the scholars being 
forced to survive on pensionary or other support, having exhausted 
the tenure of their scholarships.  
 
So, how does such a situation develop?  Is it on account of the 
scholar’s inability to cope up with work, or lack of resources at his 
disposal?  Is it that the research guide has difficulty in      securing 
necessary support for the project, or has different priorities in 
allocation of time and resources? Some introspection may 
therefore be required, and in this context, our ancient tradition 
such as the Guru-Sishya Parampara could be looked at for 
directions.  
 
The word ‘Guru’ appears to have been adopted into English for 
want of a suitable word for translation, although the word 
‘Teacher’ is used as its synonym.  However, the role of ‘Guru’ is 
much more esoteric and complex than that of Teacher.  The subtle 
and the gross differences between the roles of the two, are 
highlighted in the following oft-quoted comparison: 
 
 

TEACHER  
 

 Provides you knowledge and gives you confidence  
 Instructs you on how to solve problems  
 Systematic thinker and leads you by hand  
 Sharpens your mind and shows the way to success  
 Instructs you on getting out of the maze   
 Takes responsibility for your growth  
 Requires obedience and discipline from you  
 When required, punishes you with stick  

 
 

 

 
GURU  

 
 Enables you to acquire knowledge and makes you wise 
  Shows you how to resolve issues 
 Lateral thinker and leads you by example 
 Opens your mind and shows the way to serenity 
 Prepares you to destroy the maze 
 Makes you responsible for your growth  
  Requires trust and humility from you 
 When required, punishes you with compassion 

 
Becoming a research guide is supposed to be an evolutionary 
process, beginning from his initial entry into the institution as a 
teacher.  His academic credentials and subject – knowledge serve 
him well as a teacher in a class-room.  However, as a research 
guide, he would need supplementary humanistic skills and 
attitudes to take research scholars under his wings, nurture their 
growth and deliver them on schedule as qualified researchers.  This 
wouldn’t be possible without the research scholars themselves 
understanding the importance of the true Guru-Sishya relationship 
and acquit themselves accordingly.  Periodic introspections are 
therefore necessary for both, with the guide taking initiative for 
interaction with his student to maintain the latter’s progress on 
course.  
 
A joint pledge of Guru and Sishya from the Upanishads: 
Om Sahana Bhavatu, Sahanao Bhunaktu 
Sahaveeryam Karvaa vahai 
Tejaswee Naava Dheeta Mastu Ma Vidvishaa vahai 
Om Shanti Shanti Shanti 
 
 
Translation: 
May He protect both of us. May He nourish both of us. May we 
both acquire the capacity for energetic work and understanding. 
May our study be brilliant. May we not argue with each other. Om, 
peace, peace, peace. 
 

R. A. Rao  (Alumnus, IISc)  

 
 

Gymkhana is one of the oldest Gymkhanas in Bangalore. An ideal 
place for relieving stresses associated with rigors of PhD life, it has 
24 various clubs to cover most of recreational facilities ranging 
from hockey to billiards, swimming to dramatics etc. 
 
There has been a change of affairs at the gymkhana management 
committee. The following students have been unanimously elected 
as Office Bearers of Gymkhana Management Committee for the 
year 2012-2013: 
 

Chairman : Saurabh Dixit 
Department of Materials Engg. 

 
General Secretary : Olu Femi 

Department of Materials Engg. 

 
Treasurer : Achintya Kundu 

Computer Science and automation, 

 
 

Lady Member: Prachi Joshi 
Aerospace Engg. 

 
Members:  
 1. Amit K Patra, Aerospace Engg. 
2. Gnvr Vikram, Mechanical Engg. 
3. Shivanand Pudakalakatti, SSCU 
 
 
We wish to express our commitment to the satisfaction of students 
and all gymkhana users. Please send your comments and 
suggestions to iiscgmc2012@gmail.com. You can also reach us by 
liking our page on Facebook at  www.facebook.com/iiscgym and 
sending us comments there.   
 
 

Regards,  
Gymkhana Management Committee 

Gymkhana Corner 

An Introspective for Research Guides and Students  
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Many people came to us or our other volunteers and asked us why 
do we not keep collection boxes in each hostel? The answer comes 
from our past years' experience, when we had following problems 
when the boxes were kept in hostel blocks. The points are listed 
below: 
 

 People used to treat it like a dustbin (even after putting 
notice near each box requesting people not to do so) 

 50% of clothes were either torn/unwashed/wet, which may 
spoil other good clothes also.  

 10% of total stuff was undergarments. We cannot ask 
volunteers to handle them.     

 The amount of laborious work involved in segregating / 
sorting clothes was huge.  

 There were cases when some students saw people taking 
out good clothes from the boxes kept in the hostels.  

 Most importantly, because of the above mentioned reasons, 
the clothes and other materials in good condition given by 
the students were mixed in this "hidden treasure" or lost 
before we  managed to inspect the boxes 

 
And so, last year, it was decided to try out a new method. We 
decided to ourselves sit at a specified location for a specified time. 
This would ensure that we segregate the material right at the 
venue, so there would be no need to have 15-20 sessions of 
segregating the good clothes in the "hidden treasure". Although 
this would involve some volunteer time on a daily basis, we decided 
to give it a try. 
 
To our surprise, this new method resulted in a dramatic 
improvement in the quality of the clothes and also required much 
less effort by our volunteers in segregating. In fact, this year, we 
also did segregation with respect to size of the clothes, which 
would further facilitate the distribution process. 
 
Overall, in these two years, the collection turned out to be very 
good, both in terms of quantity and quality. But, we are left with 
some important yet unanswered questions. 
 

 
 

Is there any need, in an institution like IISc with the so-called 
intellectual population, to educate people about good and bad 
materials?  
 
Are the students aware of the fact that even the volunteers who 
are devoting their time for such noble activities are just like any 
other student in the campus and they would certainly not like to 
see the undergarments of people during segregation?  
 
Lastly, the materials will be finally given to some fellow human 
being and will it be good on our part to  go and distribute such stuff 
without any regard for the dignity of the fellow human being?  
 
The final remarks were not meant to hurt anybody, but to give 
some idea about the attitude of some of our fellow students.  
 
We would like to finish the write-up with a positive note that all the 
volunteers were happy with the collection this year. More than 
90% of the material that was collected can be easily segregated 
and distributed. Last year several orphanages, construction 
workers, security, mess and BVG staffs were given the material. 
This year, we have already distributed a lot of material (13 big sacs 
consisting of more than 2000 clothes!!!) to an orphanage having 
physically challenged children. Also, we have sent 15 big sacs for 
the flood relief in Assam. Last year, 8-10 sacs were send for the 
earthquake relief operation in Sikkim. 
 
 
We thank all the IIScians for their efforts in helping us to recycle 
these materials and for enabling us to hand it over to some needy 
people. We will be happy if some of you would join us in such 
activities, especially in distributing the huge amount of good 
quality stuff collected. Do write to us at  
[iischelptheneedy@gmail.com] for volunteering or for any other 
comments/suggestions. 
 

Help the Needy Team, 
Students’ Council, IISc 

 
 

Apparently a lot. Something got raked up in the last few weeks to 
grab the attention of the student community. Now we'll be taking 
you on a stroll telling you the story. Here goes. 
 
 
Mess privatization 
Why did we need this? It was getting difficult for the administration 
to maintain the messes. And why was it getting difficult? The Govt. 
of India (GoI) stopped recruiting permanent employees for the 
mess since 1994. So, the administration had to make do with the 
existing employees. As time passed, a lot of the employees 
superannuated. To reduce the load on the employees, the 
administration brought in contract labourers. It was only a 
temporary situation. Then, the administration proposed 
privatization of the messes. 
 
They informed the situation to the student community for their 
opinion. In that regard, in 2009, the then Students' Council and the 
Mess Committee, called for a General Body Meeting (GBM) with all  

 
 

the students. The attendance was less than 5% . A decision could 
not be taken from the students' side. The administration went ahead 
with the decision of implementing the privatization of the messes. 
 
New Mess Tender and its Beginning 
An All-India tender was floated, and carried out according to the 
procedure. Finally, Shakti Kitchen got the tender and came ahead 
for starting the messes. 
 
But, why the delay? The messes were supposed to start operations 
in 2011 after the completion of the New Hostel Complex. The 
messes would be there in those premises. As the construction got 
delayed by a year, the administration had decided to start the 
messes in Aug, 2012. And they have started and the messes are 
operational. 
 
The Batch of 2011 issue 
At the time of their admission, the students were asked to sign a  
declaration that they would be joining the new messes when they 

What's in a Mess?  

Help the Needy Collection:  A New Experiment 
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come up. However, the rates for the mess was not given. So the 
students signed it. But when the rates were announced 
subsequently, they came back to the administration in opposition. 
The prices were high and would cause a lot of trouble for the 
students financially. Along with that it was made compulsory for 
the batch of 2011 to join the new messes, irrespective of their 
present mess status. They approached the Students' Council for 
representation. A meeting was called with Chairman, Council of 
Warden (CoW) and Asst. Registrar (Hostel). After a lot of 
deliberation, the compulsion to join the new messes was taken off. 
 
C Mess Demolition 
Almost immediately, the administration put up a notice of closing 
the C Mess and build a Students Amenities Center in its place. It 
was also stated in that circular that the C Mess boarders will be 
allowed to join A or B messes, depending on the capacity of these 
messes. Many C mess boarders raised the point that administration 
is indirectly forcing them to join the new messes. They approached 
the Students' Council for their assistance. The Students' Council 
passed on the information to Chairman, CoW and asked him to 
allow the students a choice of the messes. He was very considerate 
and agreed to it. 
 
Then the Students' Council called for a GBM, again in 2012, to 
resolve the issues regarding messes, Demolition of C Mess and the 
Students Amenities Center. The Minutes of the Meeting (MoM) 
were put up outside the messes. 

Mess Action Committee 
Many students had raised points about the mess privatization, 
subsidy, workers and C mess issue. There was a lot of pressure on 
the Students' Council (SC) regarding all these issues. The SC called 
a meeting of its steering committee, and there it was decided that 
a committee which will look after all the issues pertaining to the 
mess will be formed. Therefore, a Mess Action Committee (MAC) 
was formed. 
 
An open invitation was sent to student community to join this 
committee. Around 41 students have come forward to be members 
of this committee. SC convened a meeting of these MAC members 
to determine and assign their roles. SC, with the agreement of all 
present there, decided to select 5 (FIVE) among all these members 
to be the representatives. The MAC will work in collaboration with 
the mess committee to bring about long term solutions. SC will 
facilitate to organize the meetings with the administration. 
 
 
Update: The closure of C-Mess has been deferred.  
 
 
 
Students' Council is for you, the students. Come be an active 
member. 
 

 Students' Council 

 
 

One fine, quiet Monday morning (6 Aug 2012), in the backdrop of 
contrasting busy traffic on C. V. Raman Road, the 'Tata Institute', 
as popularly known among autorickshaw-walas and buses, 
witnessed the culmination of the collective effort of CiSTUP, 
BBMP, BESCOM, Ride-A-Cycle Foundation, TI Cycles India Ltd., 
EMBARQ India and Gubbi Labs in the form of the Namma Cycle 
Initiative. 
 
Namma Cycle is one of the initiatives taken by IISc to build a green 
campus. Mr. M.K. Shankaralinge 
Gowda, Commissioner, Bruhat 
Bangalore Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP) stated that Namma Cycle is 
an effective mode of eco-friendly 
transport. Mr. Gowda was speaking 
as the chief guest of the flag-off 
event ceremony. The welcome note 
was given by Prof. Sitharam of 
CiSTUP. 
 
Mr. Ashwin Mahesh, CEO of 
Mapunity and one of the mentors of 
N a m m a  C y c l e ,  e x p r e s s e d 
optimistically, "A group of different 
people came forward to realise this. 
The next step should be that other 
colleges must join in." 
 
BESCOM Managing Director Mr. P Manivannan  emphasized the 
importance of "cycling, (as) a form of physical exercise". He further 
said that such activities aren't only for protecting the environment 
but also for inner well-being. 
 

 
 

Other guests on the podium too expressed views in favor of 
such initiatives and hoped such initiatives would extend beyond 
IISc, and into Bangalore city. 
 
Acknowledging the technological contribution as well of its 
partners, the vote of thanks was extended. BESCOM was given 
special mention on account of its 'persistent belief in sustainable 
energy'.  The ceremony drew to a close with the dignitaries riding 
on the Namma Cycle bicycles amid cheers. Many reporters from 

various news-agencies 
were there to cover the 
event. 
 
To avail the facilities of 
Namma Cycle, one has 
to register by signing up 
online 
(www.nammacycle.in) 
by paying a nominal fee. 
Once registered, users 
can select a cycle from 
any node or station. The 
node manager records 
the rental transaction 
using a mobile 
application. The first half 
hour of each transaction 
is exempted from the 

rent. The rental and station location information can be found on 
the Namma Cycle website or one can directly approach the nearest 
Namma Cycle station.    

Manish Gautam (CIVIL) on behalf of Voices 

Namma Cycle Flag-Off Event  
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Confuse-If-You-Cannot-Convince [CIYCC] Pvt Ltd has come out 
with a new product – Jazzy Application of Resplendent words 
that God Only kNows [shortened to JARGON]. This product is 
said to solve the troubles of people world wide, by helping them 
replace brief and lucid language with incomprehensible, hence, 
important sounding terms. At the day long launch of JARGON, 
titled “Bada hai toh behtar hai – the benefits of implementation 
of large hyphenated words over direct terminology”; the 
Chairperson of CIYCC announced that they would be having a 
one-plus-one introductory offer, where, upon running JARGON, 
each word in your input sentence would get replaced by two 
complex terms.  

 
The initial reviews of the product have been 
favourable. St. George, whose negative reviews 
had slain the previous product DRAGON [DiRect 
Approach and Outright kNowledge], was all 
praises for JARGON. Said he – “now I can go 
forth with courage and speak with confidence on 
issues I know not of”. Yes, indeed, when a man 

speaks of “Pulmonary embolism” or 
“Collateralised debt obligations (CDOs)” in a 
matter-of-fact voice, the other people can only 
stand       around       and       nod        their        heads  

 
 

knowledgeably, daring not to ask the speaker what these 
apparently commonplace terms mean.  
 
JARGON has found a good market in academia. The language in 
seminars has now become ostentatious, in negative correlation 
with the understanding of the listeners. International journals 
are accepting papers written in Greek and Latin, as they are 
virtually indistinguishable from the ones on which JARGON has 
been implemented. Research has shown that when people are 
subjected to a steady stream of JARGONated sentences, at the 
rate of ten pompous words a minute, they start losing the 
capacity to distinguish one word from the next, let alone 
comprehend their meaning. This gives rise to a sense of awe, 
albeit mislaid, towards the speaker, making him appear 
scholarly.  
 
After the enthusiastic reception in academia, JARGON has been 
released world wide, and has been selling like hot cakes in 
media, finance and political sectors. Bolstered by this demand, 
CIYCC is planning to release JARGON ver 2.0, new and           
improved. Watch this page for more information!  
 

Chetana Baliga Nabar  (MBU) 

St. George and the JARGON 

 
 

Her ‘mother’ blessed her 
For the wonderful day 
And 'She' marched ahead 
Climbed the lofty height 
Where no men could reach 
And sprinkled the euphoria 
With her sacred beam 
 
Whilst, 
With his own rules, he created 
He woke up late! 
With no sign of sigh 
Proud, he stands 
With an attitude " 
‘Man of himself’ 
He made his own day! 
 
[Juxtaposed!] 
 
He made his nights, 
Drenched it with liquors 
But still, pompously 
He reaches home, 
Safe! 
 

 
 

Despite the thirst, 
For a single drop of water, 
She runs to home, 
Before the darkness engulfs the city 
But she never returns! 
 
The blossom of future, thus 
Plucked down- 
Crumples on the dust 
And disappears- 
Society claps, 
The bees, hence, rewarded! 
 
For, you are in 
No-women-land! 
Build your own shelter 
For your own safety 
Beware Women! 
Unfortunately, 
 
You are in ‘his’ society! 
 

Sanjeeta Sharma Pokharel (CES) 
This poem portrays the dark side of the society and is based on the 
recent incident of a harassed-girl in Guwahati. 
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In ‘His’ Society 
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Writing humor 
is not my cuppa chai. 
But when editor insists, 
I say not 'no', 
and let the mind’s thoughts 
take a morning plough. 

 
Though madness 
is my regular fare; 
Jokes never could I 
narrate with flair, 
Wit in my bag 
I handle with care. 
 
Ogden Nash 
is my hero.. 
Wodehouse..where are thou? 
 

 
 

Gags of laughter, 
Stand up comedy, 
Music and flowing parody.. 
Humor finds a place in all.. 
A smile, a word, a face, a mall... 
 
 
While my quest 
for the funny bone.. 
is serious and not just jest.. 
 
One thing I know for sure 
Learn to laugh at thyself.. 
then proclaim to the world 
your humor trophy on the shelf. 
                   

Madhurima Das (MGMT)  

 
 

In my room there is a bed 
And on that bed there is a pile 
A pile that’s over-flowing with clothes 
A pile that’s a testament to my style!!! 
 
Clothes from today, from yesterday 
Clothes from God knows when!!! 
A pile that’s been there for so long 
I think it was there when I moved in!! 
 
 

 
 

Wash and wash till my hands go numb 
Wash till my palms go dry! 
The pile never seems to diminish a whit 
No matter how hard I try!!! :( 
 
It sits like a king in the middle of my room 
Occupying more space than I do! 
The pile: an ode to my tawdriness 
My room wouldn’t feel the same without you!!! :) 
 

Namrata Iyer (MCBL)  

Writing Humor... 
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Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar prize announced. 3 IISc professors 
among the 11 selected: Eleven young scientists have been 
selected for Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize-2012, India’s premier 
awards in the field of science and technology. Shantanu 
Chowdhury of the Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology 
and Suman Kumar Dhar of the Special Centre for Molecular 
Medicine at the Jawaharlal Nehru University bagged the prize in 
the field of biological sciences. In the area of chemical sciences, 
the prizes went to Govindsamy Mugesh of the Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore (IISc) and Gangadhar J Sanjayan of the CSIR 
National Chemical Laboratory, Pune. Ravishankar Narayanan of 
IISc and Y Shanthi Pavan of Indian Institute of Technology-Madras 
won the prizes in the engineering sciences category. In the area of 
mathematical sciences, Siva Ramachandran Athreya and  

 
 

Debashish Goswami of the Indian Statistical Institute won the 
prestigious prize. Sandip Basu of the Radiation Medicine Centre at 
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre bagged the prize in the medical 
sciences category. In the area of physical sciences, Arindam 
Ghosh of IISc and Krishnendu Sengupta of the Indian Association 
for the Cultivation of Science won the prize.  
 
The winners were announced by Samir K Brahmachari, Director 
General of Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, at a 
function to mark the 70th foundation day of Council. The prize is 
named after the founder-Director General of CSIR and carries a 
cash component of Rs 5 lakh. It is given annually to young 
scientists below the age of 45 who have made outstanding 
contributions in any field of science and technology. 

IISc in the News 
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To celebrate the independence day, various activities were 
undertaken in the institute. Nation First Initiative(NFI) had 
actively participated in the celebration and had organised the flag 
distribution, documentary showcase and essay writing 
competition which got good response from the students. The 
essay writing competition had 5 winners, one at first position, two 
at second position and two at third position. The topic for the 
competition was "Freedom requires sacrifice and comes with 
responsibility". The essay of the 1st prize winner is what follows. 
 
"Quid Pro Quo - Freedom" 
“The concept of right and wrong, good or bad, 
black or white, freedom and bondage, 
are all but a matter of perspective...” 
 
What is "freedom"? The ability to do something as per will? The 
option to exercise one's wishes? The permission to go anywhere 
and do anything? Well, 'Yes' and 'No'. Freedom's perception for 
one may be a form of restriction to another. Every liberty, freedom, 
independent will that we acquire by default, or we assume it to be 
so, comes after a lot of hard work, sacrifice, endeavours and along 
with a rock-load of responsibility to exercise the freedom 
judiciously, cautiously and honestly. It is not in vain that the saying 
of "Freedom cannot be granted, it has to be snatched" is so often 
quoted. 
 
India had to suffer for 200 years in utter gloom and injustice and its 
progeny had to make in numerous and unforgettable sacrifices to 
clinch the freedom to call their motherland only and only theirs. 
But, even though we may no longer be making these sacrifices, we 
have today, after more than five decades of independence, a very 
important responsibility to honour these sacrifices and uphold their 
dignity. And the fact that we must make careful and prudent use of 
this 'independence' is pretty implicit in the very concept of 
‘freedom’. So, the values and principles of 'freedom' use this pretty 
universal concept of "Quid pro quo", which is a Latin phrase 
meaning that one gives something to someone only in return of  

 
 

something else and this barter of objects, thoughts, or intangible 
benefits occurs on a one-on-one basis. It is just like "Tum mujhe 
khoon do, main tumhe aazadi doonga…"! 
 
Thus, freedom demands from the most ultimate to the most trivial 
of sacrifices and compromises, and at the same time expects 
some responsible and prudent behaviour from us, while giving us a 
sense of joy and self-sufficiency at the same time. Freedom is 
indeed a universal right to each and every living entity and, in turn 
comes with an inevitable and righteous duty to use it carefully. 
Wars have been fought and nations shattered in thirst of the 
quintessential "freedom", but how many of us, have actually sought 
the true freedom in our lives? The ethereal freedom of being 
independent in all aspects of life doesn't have to be snatched from 
someone or something. It can only be achieved by making true, 
inter-personal sacrifices and living up to the multi-faceted 
responsibilities and duties that the freedom itself entails. This is 
what makes us free and independent from within - our 'inner 
conscience' - and gives us the sense of 'joie de vivre' in both an 
abstract and a concrete way. 
 
So, to be truly independent in life, not only must we honour the 
sacrifices, behind the rights we have been granted, not only must 
we behave responsibly, not only must we use our freedom sensibly, 
but, also create ways to attain an inner sense of independence in 
our day-to-day lives, by believing in ourselves, by chasing the true 
joys in life and by making our own definitions of "freedom" in life. 
So, in order to attain freedom, you have to give it something in 
return. After all, 'freedom' believes in the “Quid Pro Quo” game of 
life!!! 
 
By: 
Siddharth Kankaria 
1st year, BS Programme 
Indian Institute of Science 
 

Students' Council, IISc  

NFI Essay Writing Competition Result 

 
 
 

Cambridge varsity, IISc join hands: In a bid to strengthen the ties 
between the best researchers at IISc and University of Cambridge, 
the Bangalore-Cambridge Innovation Network was launched at 
the IISc. The initiative, led by the British Deputy High Commission 
(DHC), Bangalore, will not only act as a link between the IISc and 
Cambridge, but also with the institutes based in the city such as 
Indian Institute of Management Bangalore, National Centre for 
Biological Sciences and more. According to the DHC, the network 
aims to bring together academics, businesses, researchers and 
entrepreneurs from both the cities, leveraging each other’s 
ecosystem for mutual benefit. The event was attended by the vice 
chancellor of the University of Cambridge, Prof Leszek 
Borysiewicz. He voiced his hope of working on problems plaguing 
the society through the network. “There is something that is  

 
 
 

referred to as the Cambridge phenomenon, where we looked at 
the various companies that have been set up as the direct result of 
the University. Today, due to this phenomenon, there are 40,000 
jobs. The idea that universities should not get involved in the 
industry is fallacious. I hope through this network, we are able to 
work on various fields such as drug discovery, water problems, 
food security, energy security and more. During my meeting with 
the Indian prime minister, I voiced just as much,” he said. British 
deputy high commissioner, Bangalore, Ian Felton, spoke about 
the ideal match between Bangalore and Cambridge. “According 
to a recent study that was conducted by us, we saw that the IISc 
has produced about 1,000 most impactful paper published in the 
last 10 years. That is 300 more than the next best institute. And 

(Continued on page 11) 
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I purchased a copy of Turning Points – A Journey through 
Challenges after reading a few of its excerpts that were 
published in the editorial of The Hindu. This book is a sequel to 
the popular  autobiography of Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, the 
“Wings of Fire”. “Turning Points” consists of fourteen small 
chapters, each with a running theme and two appendices. In 
one of the chapters, Dr. Kalam shared the seven turning points 
that changed the course of his life. The first one was in 1962 
when he was appointed as a rocket engineer at the newly 
formed ISRO while the latest one was his election as the 
President of India in 2002. Most of the other chapters consist of 
a first person account of different events, anecdotes and 
experiences of Dr. Kalam, primarily as the President of India. In 
these pages, he talked about how he transformed the 
Rashtrapathi Bhavan for better communication with the Prime 
Minister's office, his favourite times in the Mughal Gardens, his 
visits to the foreign nations, the difficult (and allegedly 
controversial) decisions he had to take as the President and his 
reasons behind those decisions and finally about his life after 
the Presidency.  
 
At first glance, the contents of the 
book appear to be somewhat 
fragmented with a lack of flow and 
continuity from one chapter to 
another. However an astute 
reader would soon realize that the 
common thread passing through 

all the pages of the 
book is Dr. Kalam’s 
vision to see a 
developed India by 
2020 and how he 
used every opportunity that he had got to 
contribute towards this dream. The book is up-to-
date in that it contains events that happened as 
late as May 2012. However, in a few places, I did 
feel that appropriate editorial intervention to 
rephrase some of the sentences would have made 
the book much more comfortable to read.  
 
I would like to mention some of my observations 
from the book which struck the right chords of 
inspiration for me. Dr. Kalam did not think of the 
Presidency as an honour given to him in 
recognition of the services he had rendered to the 
country.  He rather thought of it as another 
opportunity given to him to serve the country. As 
soon as he occupied the Rashtrapathi Bhavan, he 
asked himself the question - how he could 
contribute to the country as its President. He 
travelled widely within the country to see the 
people from different parts of the country and to 
understand their culture, strengths and needs. He  

 
 

used his office and power as the President to gather 
information, about anything he needed to know, from the 
appropriate ministries. He then made mission statements and 
development plans keeping in mind the core competencies of 
the states. He presented these plans to the legislative 
assemblies and governors of the respective states urging them 
to work towards their implementation. He thought of the 
cabinet as his team and being a part of the team, he could not 
and did not want his team to go wrong. For every decision he 
had to take or approve, he tried to understand the situation, 
constitution and the consequences with the help of experts in 
the field. He then tried to take the most informed and unbiased 
decision  keeping in mind the best interests of the country. He 
worked hard and more importantly, he seemed to have enjoyed 
working hard as the President of India. Every speech he 
delivered had a theme, a great amount of research and a 
realistic mission for the future. To quote an example, the 
speech titled “Dynamics of Unity of Nations” which he 
delivered at the European Parliament in 2007, had gone 

through 31 drafts of perusal and 
improvement!  
 
To reiterate, throughout the 
book, we see one common 
theme, which is “How to work 
towards making India a 
developed nation by 2020?”. Dr. 
Kalam being an engineer, 
defined an objective function NPI 
(National Prosperity Index) 
which needs to be maximized to 
achieve this goal of “Vision 
2020”. He aptly defined NPI to 

be a function of not only the GDP growth rate, but also the 
quality of life and values and harmony in the society. He also 
pointed out that implementation of plans to realize “Vision 
2020” necessitates effective communication, cooperation and 
synergistic action from different ministries of the government. 
To achieve this, he proposed structural and functional re-
organization of the cabinet and the ministries, the details of 
which are elaborated in the final appendix titled “Mission Mode 
Implementation”.  
 
We find Dr. Kalam, an engineer and a visionary, in the guise of 
the President, working relentlessly and motivating others 
towards achieving a developed and harmonious India.  
 
“Turning Points” is undeniably an inspirational account. As we 
read the book, we can not only bask in the comfortable warmth 
of the childlike enthusiasm and optimism radiating from Dr. 
Kalam's words, but also arise and warm-up for the long run that 
we need to undertake to achieve our common goals.  
 

K. Aswani Kumar (MBU)  

Turning Points – A Journey through Challenges 
By 

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 
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Most big cities to which the so-called ‘brain-drain’ from India is 
directed, have one thing in common – their public transport is 
exceptionally well organized and there are websites which can 
guide you wherever you want to go, literally giving you instructions 
at each step with precise estimates of times which would be 
followed to perfection in real time. Obviously, for such a thing to 
happen in India it would take a while, specially to build transit 
models that can compute paan or biri breaks for drivers or bus 
stoppages during rush hours for the conductor to come out of one 
gate and enter through the other to make sure no one gets down 
at the next stop without paying the fare (or lesser fare in exchange 
of no tickets to fill the conductor’s pocket). Let us not harp on 
faults in the Indian systems and give you some good news instead. 
Change has started. 
 
The Center for Infrastructure, Sustainable Transport and Urban 
Planning (CiSTUP), Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore now 
offers you ‘Maargamitra’ – a friend on your path. Launched on the 
23rd of July, 2012 the Maargamitra website 
(planyourtrip.civil.iisc.ernet.in/Bangalore_PIS/) is an interactive 
interface that can help you plan your trip within Bangalore before 
you step out of home.  
 
Funded jointly by CiSTUP, Department of Science and Technology, 
Govt. of India and IISc, the interactive web-based interface will not 
only display the best path (based on minimizing the combination of 
walking time, travel time, waiting and transfer time) over a map 
and as text, but will also tell the approximate travel time and fare 
and number of transfers involved (if any). Other than the best path 
based on minimum total travel time, the trip planner also gives 
best path based on a unique concept of ‘generalized cost’, in which 
the best path is obtained based on a weighted combination of 
walking time, travel time, waiting time, transfer time as well as 
fare. Generally, it is a natural tendency of a public transport user to 
attach differential importance to various legs of a trip. For 
example, a person might perceive waiting time at terminals as 
uncomfortable and would attach higher preference to a route on 
which the waiting time is less or minimum. Similarly, an elderly or 
disabled person may not like to walk more to reach a bus stop or 
train station and thus will prefer a route that has less walking time,  
while planning a trip. Some users may prefer direct routes as  

 
 

compared to routes involving transfers, even when the direct route 
involves higher in-vehicle travel time. All these considerations 
relevant for Indian conditions can be imitated in trip itinerary 
planning, by considering the generalized cost approach during 
shortest path analysis for finding the optimum route through a 
multi-modal public transport network. 
 
To keep it simple at the beginning, the system has used default 
weightage values based on an initial study, however, in coming 
months the trip planner will be updated to allow users to provide 
their own weights. At present, Maargamitra covers Big-10, Vayu 
Vajra, Vajra, and Metro Reach-1 services since data on all 
Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC) buses is 
not available with BMTC either. Within the next year or two, most 
of the public bus routes and Metro routes will also be covered. 
Other than this, future plans to improve Maargamitra 
include providing k-shortest paths instead of one best path that is 
presented currently, increasing user choices and customization by 
giving option to the users to provide the maximum number of 
acceptable modal transfers and their own weights for different legs 
of the trip as input, as well as refining the travel time modeling 
further to improve the travel time predictions for pre-trip 
planning. Using Google Maps, C#ASP.net, TransCAD (a 
Geographical Information System based transport modeling tool) 
and C#windows.net, it has taken about two years to build the 
interface. 
 
So what is so unique in Maargamitra that sets it apart from Google 
Transit and other similar applications? When asked, Dr Ashish 
Verma of CiSTUP, who has headed the project, replies: ‘Most of 
the other applications predict travel time based on an average 
travel speed of 15kmph, whereas we have developed travel time 
models for better estimation of travel time and which is used for 
pre-trip planning. Moreover, Maargamitra is the first public 
transport trip planner developed in India.' 
 
As part of IISc, that does make you feel special, doesn’t it? 
 
 

Arpita Mondal (CIVIL) 
(With inputs from Dr. Ashish Verma, Asst. Prof., CiSTUP)  

A Friend on Your Path  

 
 

There is something I’ve always been a little ashamed of. Something 
I don’t like to converse about. Everyone knows that about me and 
gets uncomfortable about it. It’s the elephant in the room. But, I 
think I’m going to come out and say it out loud –         I ... am ... a ... 
technophobe! 
 
There, I said it! 
 
My boss (the Editor-in-Chief of Voices) always knew about my   
secret. And therefore, with a malicious smile and a sadistic sigh (if 
you can visualize that!), he instructed me to cover the 
‘CodeForScience  Talk and Awards Ceremony’ (organized by      
Elsevier) held recently at the J N Tata Auditorium. 
 
I am glad he was being evil! 

 
 

As I am not the official spokesperson for any of the companies or 
their representatives, I will not indulge in advertising any of the 
sponsors (sorry boss!). Neither will I go into the details of their 
speeches. Anyways, I always feel very disconcerted around people 
in suits. So, I’ll stick to Science. 
 
In biology, as in other sciences, data is accruing at an ever 
monstrous pace. But, this ever-growing trove of information seems 
to be thoroughly disconnected and the task of building the big 
picture from such tit-bits (and possible extrapolations) is mostly 
done manually in the form of seasonal reviews. The goal of 
bringing together coders was to make individual research papers 
more interactive so that they can optimally be exploited (no 
negative connotation here!) by the reader. To that end, new 
applications were sought which would make this task not only 

Coders for Dummies  

http://planyourtrip.civil.iisc.ernet.in/Bangalore_PIS/
http://windows.net/
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possible but user friendly (for people like me).  
 
Research students (including IISc students) were the ‘Coders’, all of 
whom just made life simpler for ‘Dummies’ like me. And, they were 
all show-stoppers! 
 
Before the chosen applications were demonstrated, there was a 
panel discussion (which included Dr. S. K. Nandy (SERC) and Dr. 
Debnath Pal (SERC)) to mull over the current areas of frustration 
and contention in making scientific literature more amenable. It 
was pointed out that 
some journals have 
already started the trend 
of uploading a five 
minute video, alongside 
the paper, which informs 
the reader about the 
essence of the paper. 
Also, the need for 
common sites which 
work on the principle of 
supply-demand (for 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  o r 
information) was raised 
and the need to re-use 
data sets for deciphering 
different aspects of the 
same problem was 
emphasized upon. However, it was agreed upon that such 
applications should be able to target a niche in particular. Having 
simulations for applied methodologies was a suggestion I truly 
appreciated. In order to make such initiatives sustainable, it was 
recommended that instead of organizing competitions which take 
away time from research, such projects can be made part of the 
students’ dissertation itself. It was also advised to cite any new 
application so that it can be used by others. 
 
This brings me to the applications.  
 
There were a plethora of new applications but all of them were 
useful for biologists. Avilash from IIT Delhi was interested in drug 
discovery and therefore made an application which would shortlist 
proteins based on their involvement in infectious diseases and then 
generate a list of all possible compounds which bind to those 
proteins. Further information on these compounds would be 
provided based on the user’s specifications. 
 

Rajiv Ram and team from IIT Bombay (winners) addressed the 
requirement for following an author’s latest work, to look into the 
chronological development of a technology or an idea and to 
retrieve more information about any gene or protein mentioned in 
the paper at hand. Their application also generated a list of the 
chosen gene or protein in all the organisms mentioned in the 
paper. Saurabh’s application (Institute of Genomics and Integrative 
Biology, New Delhi) allowed for simultaneous viewing of a figure 
while reading the corresponding text while Harsha and team 
(Institute of Bioinformatics, Bangalore), who won the second prize, 

were able to create a list 
of databases which 
showed all the possible 
pathways for a chosen 
gene or protein.  
 
Aiswarya (SERC) and 
team invented an 
a p p l i c a t i o n  w h i c h 
highlighted the names of 
all the drugs in the article 
and connected to the 
KEGG database which 
p r o v i d e d  f u r t h e r 
information pertaining to 
the drug’s structure, 
similar compounds, 
targets and prescription 

regime. Srinivas Srikant and his team (Institute of Bioinformatics, 
Bangalore) used the COSMIC database to produce a list of known 
mutations implicated in human cancers for the chosen gene. Rishi 
Das Roy’s (Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology, New 
Delhi; winner of the third prize) application introduced a sense of 
social interaction as it allowed for expression of readers’ views (and 
woes) on a particular article and to subscribe to threads. It also 
connected to facebook, twitter and google accounts and allowed 
one to rate and reply to comments apart from following the most 
discussed articles.  
 
These applications were supposed to be uploaded the next day. I 
have not had a look at them in their professional avatar. But, I do 
know that I’ll not stare at them suspiciously... rather, smile smugly 
and say in a patronizing tone, “You don’t scare me!”...... 
 

Anindo Chatterjee (CNS) on behalf of Voices 
Photo Credits: Elsevier, India  

Winners of CFS-India, 2012 with  

Mr. Y. S. Chi (Chairman - Elsevier Management Committee) 

the UK is the best place to set up new business. We have the 
fewest barriers and especially in research, we want to encourage 
more collaboration,” he said.  
 
Prof P. Balram, director of IISc, said that to foster entrepreneurial 
spirit in the institute, there would be plenty of incentives in store. 
“We already have an entrepreneurial cell for the students but are 
interested in doing more. We hope to transform the IISc in the 
coming years,” he said. 

 

Land grant in Challakere challenged: A division bench headed by 
Chief    Justice   Vikramajit     Sen    ordered   notice   to    the    state  

 
 

government, DRDO, IISc, Isro, Barc (Mysore), KSSIDC and KHB 
with regard to a PIL challenging the government's grant of 8,932 
acres of land to these institutions at various villages in Challakere 
taluk of Chitradurga district. The bench also asked the 
government advocate to inform the court whether any land is left 
for cattle grazing. 
 
 

The petitioners, All India Kisan Sabha, Karnataka state 
committee, claimed these lands are essentially gomaal (pasture) 
lands used for grazing of cattle/sheep, a major occupation in an 
arid area where the average annual rainfall is only 573 mm. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Voices is Growing! 
If you wish to join Voices, or wish to contribute an article, or have any comments, write to us at 
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Dear Readers, 
 
The theme for the third installment of the Theme Based Contest 
is "Fashion in Grad School". Given the huge disparity in the 
submissions we received for the previous installments of this 
contest, we have decided that this time around, we will not be 
imposing any limitation. You are welcome to submit either prose 
or poetry, or both. Each category will be judged independently.  

 
 

 
 
Mail your submissions to voices.iisc@gmail.com. 
 
The deadline for submissions is November 20, 2012. So pick up 
your pens and get the creative juices flowing! 
 

Voices Team  

Theme Based Contest – III 


