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P ardon us readers if you begin to get the feel-

ing that we have sort of gone slightly over-

board with coming out with freshers' special 

issues. Readers will not be blamed for thinking that 

Voices is trying to make up for the fact that it did not 

come out with a freshers' special in 2010 by coming 

out with two in 2011.  

 

Frankly, at the time of writing this editorial, I am not 

even sure whether we would be able to come out with 

the print issue in time to be able to distribute it dur-

ing the orientation planned for 17th August. Make no 

mistake, the enthusiasm has been high in every mem-

ber of the team to come out with the issue on time. 

But, the fact remains, that all it takes for that spark to 

fizzle out into smoke, is a gentle yet generous shower 

of academic workload. Whether we students admit it 

or not, in a premier institute like IISc, academics al-

ways takes first priority and needless to say, to the 

outsider, it will come across as geeky behavior.  

 

In this issue, we bring you a host of write ups on the 

various clubs under the Gymkhana. Take your pick 

and decide how you would like to spend the precious 

little free time that the rigours of academic life at IISc 

might afford you.  

 

Of course the doors of Voices are always open to those 

interested in contributing in any form. We welcome 

contributions from readers in the form of news re-

ports, anecdotes, creative articles, cartoons, even your 

feedback on how you think we can make Voices more 

interesting. In case you feel that being an outside con-

tributor does not satiate your creative urges, if you 

have time to spare and if you would like to actually 

feel and be a part of the cog works that go into Voices, 

you are most welcome to join our team. Do send us an 

email at voices.iisc@gmail.com and voice your opin-

ion.  

 

There are myriad ways you can spend your leisure 

time here and rest assured, the limiting factor will be 

the amount of time you can squeeze out of your sched-

ule and not a lack of options.  

 

As a parting word, we can say with almost certainty 

that there will be at least some time during your stay 

at the institute where you will feel that everything 

except academics has taken a back seat. Well, at least 

the geek tag is not undeserved!  

                Arjun Shetty (ECE/MRC) 

On the 5th of July, a meeting was organized between 

the Students' Council and the Administration to dis-

cuss in details, and try to find a solution to the raging 

debate over the impending hostel accommodation for 

students residing in blocks E, F and P. Long known as 

the ‘Concentration Camps’ of IISc, students in these 3 

blocks were getting restless about the rooms that they 

had been promised for a long time. What came to 

light were the compulsions and pressures under 

which the Administration was trying to solve the is-

sue and the deep sense of mistrust that had developed 

among the students towards those in charge. 

 

Representing the Administration were the Hon. Reg-

istrar (Mr. R. Mohan Das), Prof. Umarji, Prof. Girid-

har Madras and Prof. Anil Kumar. Representing the 

students (and specially the thirty or so disillusioned 

ones waiting right outside the Faculty Hall) were the 

SC Chairman (Sreevalsa, Civil), Gen Secretary 

(Hemanth, ECE), Pratap (ECE) , President of E-block 

hostel (Nilanjan, Aero). Covering the meeting for 

Voices was Anindo Chatterjee(CNS). 

 

Prof. Umarji immediately made aware to those pre-

sent as to what the ground reality was. Out of the 

anticipated 575 rooms (in the hostel complex being 

built) which were supposed to be available by mid to 

end July, only 180 were presently available and a 

total of 392 rooms in the complex would be available 

by August 15th. Students from the three blocks were 

planned to be shifted to these rooms by mid to end 

August. One of the main reasons for delay was the 

Tamil Nadu and the West Bengal state elections, for 

which a majority of the workers had gone back. 

Also, it was decided to do a physical verification of 

the rooms in the other hostels, as more number of 

rooms should have been vacated than they had been. 

Also, the coming students would be accommodated 

in Hoysala and the JNC Guest House and the guests 

there would be shifted to the Centenary Guest 

House. All the girls would be shifted to the hostel 

complex being built and one of the hostels 

The ‘Meeting of the Month’:  
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(Mrigasira) would be converted to a boy’s hostel (M-block) 

and the demolition of F-block would be necessary to com-

plete the girl’s wing of the hostel. No specific date had 

been decided for the shifting. 

 

120 Undergraduate students would be joining the institute 

this August, a great majority of whom are boys (around 

100). They would be allotted rooms in N-block. To that 

end, a consolidated bunch of rooms in one floor of the 

block would be required. The SC assured its support to the 

Administration in this regard. All the girls would be ac-

commodated in Mrigasira. Accommodation for other stu-

dents has been arranged in Jalahalli. 

 

The main point of contention, however, was a question of 

priority. 

 

The Administration wanted the students of E, F and P 

block to continue living in their respective hostels till the 

time the new(est) hostel complex rooms are available. 

Nilanjan argued that the old students should be immedi-

ately sent to the vacant rooms in other hostels and the new 

students should be accommodated in E, F and P blocks till 

the new rooms are available. Prof. Umarji and Prof. Ma-

dras said that the Administration wants to avoid ‘double 

shifting’, as the new students, in a month or so, would 

have to be shifted to the new rooms. Pratap and Nilanjan 

retorted that ‘double shifting’ is not that big a problem and 

the students who have been living in such dilapidated con-

ditions should be given priority over the coming students 

and shifted first. Prof. Kumar asked whether the old stu-

dents who have suffered, wanted the new students to go 

through the same harrowing experience as they have. 

Nilanjan made it very clear that he had no plans of becom-

ing a martyr and therefore he had no plans to sacrifice the 

room that is rightfully his. 

 

Another point of contention was the question of 

‘assurance’. 

 

The student representatives were not convinced about the 

assurances being given by the Administration. What 

would be the course of action in case the rooms were not 

ready by mid-August? Sreevalsa pointed out that the Ad-

ministration had asked the Students' Council not to inter-

fere in the ‘hostel matter’ and that the issue would be taken 

care of by those concerned. He produced copies of mails 

indicating the same, which also showed that assurances 

regarding completion of the required rooms by July had 

been given earlier. The Hon. Registrar asked the students 

to take the assurance in good faith and Prof Umarji held 

that the authorities are doing everything in their power to 

provide everyone with the same quality of housing. An-

indo suggested that the main reason for not believing in 

assurances also stemmed from the fact that the authorities 

do not keep the students in the loop and decisions are 

made without them getting communicated to those whose 

lives will be affected by those decisions. To that end, the 

authorities were asked to mail the Students' Council offi-

cial decisions which can then be forwarded to the students 

at large. Nilanjan believed that once the vacant rooms are 

allotted to the new students, the old students will have to 

wait no matter what, so a situation like that shouldn’t be 

allowed to arise in the first place. Prof. Kumar brought to 

notice that the present meeting would not have taken place 

if the authorities were not very sure of the time of comple-

tion of the rooms. It was decided that a meeting on the 25th 

of July would have as its main agenda the charting of an 

alternate plan, in case things do not go as per schedule. 

 

The negotiations, which started with pleasantries and pa-

tient nods, over the course of an hour and half evolved to a 

passionate debate over the issue of ‘trust’. The Administra-

tion had made an offer and the students were not buying 

it. It was finally and unanimously decided that the talks 

had reached an impasse and that the Administration repre-

sentatives will have a meeting with the higher authorities 

and present the case from the students' perspective, and 

get back to the Students' Council. 

 

The same afternoon, another meeting was called. Unfortu-

nately, there was no representative from Voices for that 

meeting. The issue had been discussed with the higher au-

thorities and the demands of the students had been ac-

cepted. The students were assured that a list of vacant 

rooms would soon be released and the process of shifting 

would then commence. 

 

The Students' Council wishes to express their deep grati-

tude to all the Admin representatives present and also con-

vey their thanks to the authorities for a positive and con-

structive dialogue which helped in carving out an appro-

priate solution to the problems faced by the students. They 

also appreciate their efforts to admit and accommodate as 

many meritorious students as possible and understand that 

the authorities are doing their best to ensure a peaceful 

campus life. 

 

                                                           Anindo Chatterjee (CNS) 

The placement committee has conducted two meetings so 

far. The first meeting was an introductory meeting with 

the department coordinators and we had a second meeting 

with Nirmit and Pallav (last year's placement coordina-

tors). They have briefed us about last year placement ac-

tivities. We have elected department coordinators (there 

will be at least one coordinator from each dept).  

 

Placement Committee update  

From Students’ Council 
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We updated the existing placement brochure by adding 

new research areas and departments' achievements. We 

made a database of all the students who are sitting for 

placement this year. We are collecting Curriculum Vitae in 

the prescribed format from all the students, who are ex-

pected to finish by July 15th.  

 

We are collecting HR details of companies from our sen-

iors. Once this is over,we will be sending formal invita-

tions to all companies. Based on their reply, we will give 

slots for placements. We expect that this year, placements 

will start by September 2nd week.  

 

Apart from this we are contacting CSIC regularly to get 

more information. This year we are aiming for 100 percent-

age placement. For any information, you can always con-

tact  

1)Vishnu Namboodiri K K (Co-ordinator) 

 (Telecommunication, Electrical Communication Engineer-

ing)  

Email: namboodiri.vishnu@gmail.com  

 

2) Gottimukkula Venkatesh (Co-ordinator) (Aerospace 

Engineering) 

Email:venky2varsh@gmail.com  

Contact Number:+91 9945676775(M)  

 

 

Students’ Council of Indian Institute of Science in associa-

tion with SPICMACAY organized a Hindustani musical 

evening in Satish Dawan Auditorium on 14th June, 2011. 

The stage was graced by the pres-

ence of Legendary Khayal Singer 

Ustad Naseeruddin Saami who 

came all the way from Pakistan. 

The program went for one and an 

half hour and the singer kept the 

audience mesmerized with his 

singing.  

 

Naseeruddin Saami, of the Delhi 

Gharana, son of Abdul Hamid 

Khan Saami was born in a family 

of classical vocalists, who have 

been practising their Art for more 

than 730 years. Naseeruddin 

Saami's ancestor Miyan Samath 

was trained by Hazrat Ameer 

Khusro himself, and the genera-

tions of singers that followed kept 

up the tradition and further 

honed it to a high level of intri-

cacy and refinement. Naseerud-

din has been guided by four men-

tors - the main one being his Ustad and Uncle Munshi 

Raziuddin. Ustad Sardar Khan, Iftikhar Alrrned and 

Piaray Khan are the other three whom he avidly follows. 

Naseeruddin started his training from the age of 10 years. 

His style of singing is called 'Sudh Bani'. From 1958-62 he 

trained with his grand uncle Sardar Khan in Lahore and 

then with his two uncles in Karachi. He performs all the 

elements of classical music like Khayal, Thumri, Sadra and 

Kajri with versatility, which is distinctive of his Gharana. 

Ustad Naseeruddin Saami was conferred the Presidents’ 

Pride of Performance in 2007.  

 

He was accompanied by Pt Vinod Lele on table, Ustad Asif 

Ali Khan on the sarangi, Ustad Sajjad Ahmed on the har-

monium and Sami ji’s son and disciple - Mohd Urooj Khan 

for vocal support and taanpura.  

 

In the beginning of the concert, he 

said that he got so much of love 

and affection in Bangalore, India 

that he was running short of 

words to express it. He said that 

he felt like he is in his country 

only and nowhere else. He said 

that music is a wonderful thing 

that is capable of joining people’s 

hearts through its Sur and Rag. 

Then he expressed his greatfull-

ness towards SPICMACAY and 

said that the media should sup-

port SPICMACAY.  

 

He started singing from ‘Alap’ 

which was prevalent 70-75 years 

back. Then he sang ‘’Khyal‛ and 

Sadara. He told about Sadara that 

it is a combination of Dhrupad 

and Khyal. In the end, he sang one 

Thumri ‚Sanchi Kaho Mose Bati-

yan, O Saiyan‛.  

 

During the interaction session, he told that now a days we 

are doing almost mind work but not practical work. He 

stressed on the importance of being practical and said that 

music comes from being practical. The very important and 

interesting thing he said was that if we want to create 

AMAN and SHANTI between two countries then we have 

to tune with proper SUR and RAG, referring metaphori-

cally to the tuning used in music. He told that today we 

keep on forgetting our culture and music and now a days 

there is unwanted noise (Hangama) in our music and until 

and unless we remove this noise, there will be problem or 

A Musical Evening at IISc by legendary Pakistani Khayal singer 
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chaos. He told that until we create real inner peace, instead 

of just talking of peace (Aman), nothing will happen. So 

we have to think and use our heart also.  

 

In the felicitation program Student Council chairman con-

veyed his message as, "When IISc was built, India and 

Pakistan were one nation. After 63 years of political sepa-

ration, Samiji came here to this 100 year old Indian Insti-

tute and reestablished that we are one at heart. We treat 

guests as God and we welcome Samiji again to our country 

and institute to perform". Then I (Ajay Kumar) met him 

personally and recited one shayri in appreciation of his 

singing - ‚Aapke Gale Me Khuda Ki Ajeeb Barkat Hai, 

Aap Gate Hai To Ajeeb Si Roshni Hoti Hai‛. His response 

was that, its only by God’s (ooper wala) grace that we are 

singers. He was delighted to be interacting with the stu-

dents. Salutations to his talent, simplicity and down to 

earth character!  

Sincere thanks and appreciation to all the volunteers and 

IISc community for making the program a grand success.  

 

                                                                               Ajay Kumar  

                                                                         Vijayashree Bhat  

If there is one act, the conception, evolution and enactment 

of which has demanded public attention, it has to be the 

Right to Information Act, 2005. The act, being the first one 

built and crafted by the civil society, today is considered to 

be a natural manifestation of the country’s democratic and 

sovereign roots. Like any other act, this act also follows the 

principle of ‘use it or lose it’. RTI activists around the 

country are trying to better the life of the common man by 

actively pursuing their cause and putting this new found 

right to correct use. One such activist is Mr. B. H. Veere-

sha. He is the convener of the Karnataka Right to Informa-

tion Federation, Bangalore and one of the most well 

known RTI activists in the state. Thus the Students' Coun-

cil of IISc (the students’ representative body) thought it fit 

to have an RTI Awareness talk and invite him to address 

the gathering. 

 

The first thing that strikes you about Veeresha is his sim-

plicity. He is very humble and makes you feel comfortable. 

The best thing about him is that he comes straight to the 

point. And the point he makes is worth your time. Plus he 

happens to be a natural speaker. 

 

He started his talk by making the audience appreciate the 

uniqueness of this Act, it being the first of its kind; drafted 

by the civil society for the civil society, and the vast 

amount of power it bestows on any denizen seeking infor-

mation from a public authority. His emphasis was also on 

how times have changed. During the British Raj it was ille-

gal to pass on information to the public and today it’s ille-

gal to withhold the same. He taught the crowd how to file 

an RTI and how all monetary expenses to be incurred 

(which include an initial Rs.10 postage stamp and Rs. 2 per 

page for the information wanted) are relaxed for those liv-

ing below the poverty line. 

 

What mesmerized the crowd was his recollection of per-

sonal experiences. Their first experiment to check whether 

the Act was truly operational or not was in the form of an 

RTI demanding to see the Permit Certificate for a road 

(being constructed) stretching 13.5 Km. They then in-

spected the site themselves (this is a very crucial right that 

a citizen has – he or she can at anytime assess any site un-

der construction, if it’s a public enterprise) and found that 

the top layer of the road was already chipping off and on 

further investigation found that the layer was only one-

fourth as thick as it was supposed to be. Samples were col-

lected and a team of engineers studied them. The payment 

of the bill was immediately stayed and the contractor was 

asked to mend the road, which he was ordered to do at his 

own expense (Rs. 6.5 crores). Another interesting event 

was that of a C.B.S.E. affiliated school. All such schools 

need to have a playground for the children and they need 

to have a certificate stating the same. When asked to pro-

duce the certificate, it was found that they did buy land for 

a playground, but 15 Km. away from the school! The 

school immediately came under the scanner of C.B.S.E. But 

the cherry on the cake was a case related to how the in-

come tax officers overlooked the buying of agricultural 

land (by non-agriculturalists) worth crores while the in-

come they had disclosed was barely in lakhs. A social au-

dit was done and simultaneous raids were conducted. The 

outcome was that land bought by most of these people, 

through unscrupulous means, was confiscated. He also 

commented on how different states like Bihar and Rajast-

han have made minor modifications to facilitate a 

smoother application of this Act. 

 

What followed the talk was a lively and stimulating dis-

cussion session. Veeresha attended to the doubts that the 

students had. Two prominent topics were the misuse of 

the act and how to guarantee the safety of RTI activists. 

Veeresha was disheartened at the fact that blackmailing of 

public servants by those who now possess sensitive infor-

mation is a possibility. To circumvent that, he suggested 

posting all the requests and replies on the website of the 

concerned department so that the information now be-

comes a part of the public domain. After all, a thousand 

people can’t blackmail a single man! (He thought that the 

IISc website is exemplary). It was unanimously agreed that 

the murder of RTI activists is one of the most heinous out-

comes of implementing this Act. Veeresha said that such 

sacrifice by activists, though nothing new, is something to 

be tackled. 

 

Just for the information of the readers, any public-private 

The Bold meets the Beautiful: Veeresha Bellur visits IISc 
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‚A sound mind in a sound body‛ goes the saying. IISc 

Gymkhana helps IIScians keep themselves fit and refresh 

their mind so that they can be more productive in their 

research/course work and have a memorable experience 

during their stay at the campus. IISc Gymkhana has one of 

the best sports and recreational facilities at an affordable 

cost. One cannot find comparable facilities anywhere in the 

city. This is evident from the fact that there are consider-

able number of Alumni using the facilities. The facilities in 

Gymkhana include all major outdoor sports, indoor games, 

literary activities, fitness activities and fine arts. All the 

regular students become members of the Gymkhana (on 

admission to the institute) and can use most of the facilities 

[Some of the facilities require a nominal fee to be paid to-

wards training (For eg. Kung-Fu, Aerobics, etc.) or mainte-

nance purposes (Swimming, etc)]. The Gymkhana Manag-

ing Committee (GMC) takes care of the smooth function-

ing of the various clubs/groups. As any regular user of 

Gymkhana would tell you, one gets addicted once he/she 

starts using the Gymkhana. Hope to see you addicted too!  

For more details about the Gymkhana, you can use the fol-

lowing communication links:  

E-mail:  iiscgym@tejas.serc.iisc.ernet.in 

Website: www.iisc.ernet.in/~iiscgym 

Gymkhana  

Fresher's  Corner 

enterprise also comes under the purview of this act. This 

Act, however, doesn't provide access to confidential data 

related to defense or foreign relations. Also, the motive 

behind seeking information from any public authority 

need not be stated – you are not answerable, in this regard, 

to them. 

 

The talk ended with the speaker urging the students to 

fully exercise their rights and demand to seek information 

which they are entitled to. 

 

The speaker was then felicitated with a memento and 

shawl, accompanied by the resounding sound of applause. 

 

Personally, the take home message was a very important 

one. The way we have been brought up and made to inter-

pret the nation’s bureaucratic framework is a rather unfair 

one. Unfair to us. Somewhere down the line, there was 

either a role reversal or we just kept accepting the colonial 

bureaucratic mentality that the British left us with. As 

Veeresha kept on saying, ‚We are the masters, they are the 

(public) servants‛, I could not help but notice, how out of 

touch I myself was about knowing the true nature and 

functioning of our great democracy. 

 

(By the by, IISc is also heavily funded by the government, 

ergo every student has the right to file an RTI) 

 

                     Anindo Chatterjee (Communications Comm.) 

mailto:iiscgym@tejas.serc.iisc.ernet.in
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Table Tennis Club 

Facilities:-  

5 TT tables in Gymkhana.  

2 on the 1st floor meant primarily to encourage new stu-

dents to take up the sport.  

3 tables on the ground floor are extensively used by our 

student community already acquainted with the sport.  

All gymkhana members are provided with TT rackets and 

balls to play (upon ID card production).  

 

One of highlights of the sporting calendar is the annual TT 

Tournament organized by the Club. Table Tennis Tourna-

ment was organized in October 2010 in the following cate-

gories:-  

i) Men's singles  

ii) Men's doubles  

iii) Women's singles  

iv) Women's doubles   

v) Mixed doubles.  

Club Convener :  Divyanshu Joshi ,  CPDM, 

divyanshu@cpdm.  

Club Email-id: ttclub.iisc@gmail.com 

Aerobics Club 

Aerobics is held in Gymkhana hall. The hall includes ele-

gantly arranged mirrors and wooden flooring so that it's 

best suited for exercising. This is the place where people 

try to forget their chores by swinging their bodies to music. 

Aerobics is a form of physical exercise that combines 

rhythmic aerobic exercise with stretching and strength 

training routines, with the goal of improving all elements 

of fitness. Aerobic activity trains the heart, lungs and car-

diovascular system to process and deliver oxygen more 

quickly and efficiently to every part of the body. As the 

heart muscles becomes stronger and more efficient, a lar-

ger amount of blood can be pumped with each heartbeat. 

As a result, a fit individual can work longer, more vigor-

ously and achieve a quicker recovery at the end of the 

aerobic session. Aerobics is mainly divided into dance 

aerobics, cardiovascular, kick boxing, circuit training, step-

pers and outdoors. Most of the arrangements are done 

within the hall so that people would be comfortable in do-

ing exercises. 

So researches, come and experience fitness with us. 

Club Email-id: 

 groupaerobics@gmail.com. 

 

Club Conveners:  

R a k s h a m b i k a i  R . ,  M B U ,  r a k s h a [ a t ] m b u . * 

Achintya Kundu, CSA, achintya[at]csa.*  

Chess Club 

The objective of the Chess Club is to foster the knowledge 

and skills of chess players in IISc. A dedicated room with 

many chess boards, pieces and clocks are made available to 

students. The club organizes an Institute Wide Chess Tour-

nament. The Club also organizes Rapid and Classic Chess 

Tournaments every year and gives valuable prizes to the 

top eight players. 

 We welcome interested students to come and play every 

day at the chess room on the first floor of Gymkhana near 

Ranade library. 

 Conveners: Mrityunjay Pandey, Civil, mrspandey@civil  

Prabuchandran K.J. , CSA, prabu.kj@csa 

mailto:ttclub.iisc@gmail.com
mailto:prabu.kj@csa
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IISc Cricket Club provides an op-

portunity for all to pursue their pas-

sion for this great game, the de facto 

national game of India. Team IISc 

regularly plays very competitive-

cum-professional cricket. One of our 

team mates, Prof. Arindam Ghosh 

says, ‚Sports rejuvenate the mind. 

In research or, for that matter, any 

profession that involves a fair deal 

of thought, it is very easy to get 

stuck in a thinking loop. Sports help 

break that loop so that you can start 

your thought process afresh, from a 

new perspective". Anyone who is 

enthusiastic about the game can be 

a part of the Club, whether you 

have played the game before or 

whether you want to make a debut.  

Year of inception: Time Immemo-

rial! (Possibly 1909!) 

  

Facilities Provided:  

1. A huge cricket ground with matting wicket, sight-

screens, score-board, boundary marker Flags   and covers.  

Owing to the coarse soil, the ground has excellent drainage 

that makes play possible within minutes of stoppage of 

rain. Apart from holding IISc's matches, the ground is fre-

quently rented by the Karnataka State Cricket Association 

to stage several of its matches.  

2. A flood-lit practice pitch made of concrete having mat-

t i n g  t o p  a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  n e t s .  

3. Full cricket kit comprising of bats, balls, stumps, bails, 

b a t t i n g  p a d s ,  b a t t i n g  g l o v e s ,  h e l m e t s ,  

thigh guards, arm guards, abdomen guards, keeping pads, 

keeping gloves, first-aid etc.  

 

Activities done last year: 

1.Net practice sessions every evening.  

2.Participated in Metro Shield 2010 (IV Division Cricket 

L e a g u e )  o r g a n i z e d  b y  K a r n a t a k a  S t a t e  

Cricket Association. 

3. Played several friendly matches with invited teams from 

Bangalore.  

4. Organized the first IISc Centenary Cricket Cup (ICCC), 

inviting the best college teams from  Bangalore (RNSIT, 

MSRIT, DSCE, SIT, SJBIT etc).  

5. Organized the Inter-department Tennis Ball Cricket 

Tournament IISc Gymkhana Cup 2011.  

6. Played in the YSR trophy tournament which is the most 

p o p u l a r  t o u r n a m e n t  i n  K S C A ' s  a n n u a l  

program.  

 

Activities planned for the academic year 2011-2012:  

1.Net practice sessions every evening.  

2. Metro Shield 2011 (IV Division Cricket League) organ-

ized by KSCA. Starts from the second  

week of August 

3. Regular friendly matches (on weekends only) with in-

v i t e d  t e a m s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  

Bangalore. 

4. Inter-department Tennis Ball Cricket Tournament to be 

held in Feb-March 2012. 

5. IISc Centenary Cricket Cup (ICCC) in January 2012.  

Number of members: about 40  

 

Achievements: 

1. Team IISc played 8 one-day matches (50-50 overs) in the 

Metro Shield. (Results: Won 5, Lost 3) and entered the Su-

per-league stage in the tournament for the first time since 

1997.  

2. Team IISc jumped from position 24 and finished in the 

top-10 out of 48 teams in KSCA Group I, IV division rank-

ing. 

3. Won the first installment of IISc Centenary Cricket Cup 

(ICCC).  

 

For more information, visit:  http://cricket -

iisc.blogspot.com/, email: vikram@ece.iisc.ernet.in or just 

come to IISc Gymkhana after 5.30 pm on any weekday. 

Cricket Club 
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Facilities:  

IISc Gymkhana has a cemented basketball court with stan-

dard dimensions.  It is also equipped with flood lights to 

play in the dark.  

Participated in Inter-Corporate and Collegiate Basket Ball 

tournament for Women in March 2011 organized by Wipro.  

 

Club Email-id: basketball.iisc@gmail.com  

Club Website: http://iiscbasketball.webs.com/  

 

Basketball Club  

Badminton Club 

Facilities:-  

Three indoor wooden courts in the Gymkhana Main Hall. 

 

Activities conducted:- 

Badminton Coaching Camp for Children during April, 

June, July 2011 

Organized the IISc Badminton Tournament - Sep. 2010 

 

C l u b  E m a i l - i d :  b a d m i n t o n i i s c @ g m a i l . c o m  

Club Website: http://sites.google.com/site/iiscshuttlers/

home 

Carrom Club 

Facilities:  

Carrom Boards, Coins, Striker: 6 sets  

Other accessories available for the six boards  

Tournament events: Single, doubles, Mixed Doubles  

Dr. Alfred Hay Swimming Pool  

Estd. In - 1961  

Length = 45m  

Width = 15m (4 lanes)  

Depth (Shallow End) : 4 Feet  

Depth (Deep End) : 10.5 Feet  

The pool is heavily crowded in the summer. This is also 

the time when swimming coaching camps are held by 

qualified coaches. In the lean season, attendance is thin 

and you may even get the entire pool to yourself! Mem-

bers of the club include absolute beginners, amateurs and 

even champion professional swimmers. There are a large 

number of regular swimmers who have been for members 

for decades. The pool is 45m long and has 4 lanes for 

swimming all year round. The water depth ranges from 4ft 

to 10.5ft and a diving platform is available for diving as 

well. The pool requires a separate membership that can be 

obtained from the Gymkhana.  

Activities last year:-  

Summer Coaching Camp for Kids and Adults in April 

2011  

Summer Coaching Camp for Kids and Adults in May 2011 

Swimming Pool 
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Dance Club 

There are shortcuts to happiness........... Dancing is one of 

them!   

The dance club of IISc is open to all enthusiatic students 

who love dancing and/or want to learn dancing. We learn 

various dance forms in the club with emphasis on ball-

room dances like Salsa, Tango, Cha Cha Cha, Waltz, Jive, 

Samba, Rock ‘N’ Roll, Mambo etc. The club’s first dance 

session was arranged by Anjali & Nishant (MBA students) 

in 2005 on Salsa and was conducted by the famous instruc-

tor Lourde Vijay. In 2007, the club grew under the aegis of 

Mridula Martis and Tilottama Srinivasa ( affiliated with 

United Kingdom Alliance) and Kishor Bhatt (student of 

NIAS). In August 2008, the club staged its first perform-

ance presenting glimpses of some ballroom dance forms. 

Encouraged by the response, a second showcase, Thirkan 

was held in March 2009, which included a Bollywood 

dance and some experimental dances like Indian Tango 

and Kathak fusion with Paso Doble, in addition to many 

ballroom dances. There were two more showcases, 

Jhankaar-1 held in September 2009 and Jhankaar-2 held in  

September 2010. Currently the club holds regular classes 

on different ballroom dances conducted by Tilottama and 

Kishor. A typical dance session consists of two dance 

forms and lasts around 6 weeks. From March 2011 we have 

started regular classes for classical (KATHAK and 

BHARATNATYAM). Jayanthi Eshwarputhi is conducting 

these classes.There is a huge response from the students. 

Apart from the Ballroom and Classical dances, we also 

learn other types of dances in our so called "Saturday Ses-

sions". In these informal sessions held by students we can 

learn different dances like Hip-Hop, Garba, Dandiya, Bol-

lywood Dancing, etc. The Club looks forward to holding 

its next stage performance in August 2011 this year. The 

showcase will comprise of different dances which students 

have learned in our previous classes and Saturday ses-

sions. This will be immediately followed by a session on 

Ballroom dance forms, by Tilottama. We also encourage 

our members to take part in inter-college or national level 

dance competitions in the coming future. We look forward 

to an enthusiastic participation from all of you. Join in for 

all the fun at the dance club! Let’s dance away our blues :)  

For any further info or queries feel free to write to us at  

iiscdanceclub@gmail.com. 

The IISc Music Club is a very active part of the Gymkhana. 

It provides a music room in the Raja Ramanna Centre for 

Student Activities (formerly known as SAC) where mem-

bers can practice vocal or instrumental music. The music 

club provides an avenue not only to those with a gift for 

singing or playing an instrument, but also to those who can 

appreciate music and can contribute by helping in organiz-

ing events.  

The IISc Music Team, which is a part of the music club, is 

popularly known as ‘Rhythmica’. Formed in 2002, it was a 

group of people all having one thing in common -music, 

music and more music. The concept was modest and sim-

ple: singers would sing, instrumentalists would play on 

their instruments, and if something presentable came out, 

they would perform before the IISc audience. More than 6 

years after its birth, Rhythmica is now over 30 programs 

old. Performing shows for both formal and informal occa-

sions of the institute is seen as one of the ends of the group, 

and also the means to promote music in the campus. Rang-

ing from Indian classical (both Hindustani and Carnatic) to 

Western; from Rock to Jazz to Blues; from western country 

music to Indian folk; from Vedic tunes to home-brewed 

self composed scores; from the early 20th century classics 

to the chartbusters of the current year – Rhythmica has suc-

ceeded in covering it all. Amidst a roller coaster like time 

schedule to keep up the deadlines for projects, submis-

sions, and course work, Rhythmica tries to bring a diver-

sion and music into the lives of all IIScians. 

Music Club 

mailto:iiscdanceclub@gmail.com
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Hockey 

For men with mettle 

After a strenuous course and laboratory work during the 

day, relax by playing Hockey. This exciting game has been 

given a lively and refreshing dimension in IISc thanks to 

the efforts of the past and current practitioners of this eso-

teric art form. Boisterous, keen and committed, our heroes 

range from greenhorns to crackerjacks. Count on your 

peers to guide you even if you know nothing about this 

game. Just join us and we will provide you the sword and 

shield (hockey-stick and shin pads) to set you off on our 

NATIONAL GAME. Club members are very regular and 

play in the evenings every day. Every Saturday and Sun-

day, the club organizes matches either in the morning or in 

the evening. Apart from regular practice, the club actively 

participates in tournaments conducted outside IISc, that 

includes the prestigious Isaac Abraham and Corporate five 

Hockey tournaments. Many of our club members have 

won several awards in these tournaments such as 

‘outstanding player’ and ‘player of the tournament’.  

The yearly highlight of the club is the IISc Premier League 

Hockey (IPLH). The first four editions were a grand suc-

cess and the final match of the 7th edition (June-2011) was 

played between Electrical Sciences and Physical Sciences. 

The Club welcomes everyone in IISc to participate in its 

activities. 

Google group: iisc_hockey_club@googlegroups.com  

Club Convener: M.Jimreeves David, Mechanical, 

jimme@mecheng  

Club Email-id: iisc.hockey@gmail.com  

Higher Echelons of Toil, Sweat and Glory. 

 

Have you ever dreamt of having superhuman qualities: a 

dragon’s internal strength, a tiger’s courage and power, a 

monkey’s flexibility, a snake’s speed and a crane’s longev-

ity? Have you ever wanted to have Bruce Lee’s physique, 

Jackie Chan’s flexibility, Jet Li’s speed and yet, have a 

monk’s serenity? Did you know that the most sophisti-

cated weapon ever designed by nature is the human body? 

If you think that any of the answers to the above questions 

is a "yes" or at least a "not so sure", or worst of all a "not at 

all", Kung Fu is the panacea for your pursuits.  

Kung Fu, the oldest known Chinese martial art, refers to a 

set of physical movements of the human body that mimic 

animal motions, or a history and training method that 

gathers inspiration from various Chinese philosophies, 

myths and legends. This ancient martial art has been prac-

ticed for ages and its practitioners claim to have reaped 

several benefits, including channeled energy at work, un-

disturbed while at sleep, clarity of thoughts, calmness and 

alertness of mind, improved physical and mental self de-

fense mechanisms, respect, tolerance and reverence for life, 

etc.  Shaolin Chu Kung Fu, a Bangalore-based martial arts 

school conducts kung fu classes at IISc among other cen-

tres in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. Well trained Masters 

who have been practicing this art for more than a decade 

conduct these classes. Some regular features of the classes 

are: thorough warm up exercises, basic hand and leg mo-

tions, Shaolin and animal lessons, Nunchaku lessons, self 

defense techniques, gymnastics, etc. No prior experience of 

any physical activity is required. The school encourages 

people of all age groups and sexes. The school conducts 

belt-grading exams twice a year.  In IISc, classes are held 

on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, in two batches: 

morning (6:30 to 8:00 am) and evening (6:00 to 7:30 pm). 

The classes are held in the Kung Fu court, located behind 

the Gymkhana building and besides the basketball court. 

In IISc, the classes are open to all the members of the Gym-

khana, including students, alumni, faculty, staff and their 

family members. Apart from hosting the Kung Fu Club, 

the Gymkhana has also been a host to a few belt-grading 

examinations.  Time ages but the legend lives, because a 

martial artist is more than just sum of the parts – what are 

you waiting for? 

Kung Fu 
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Ranade Library 

Starting with the quotation by C.S. Lewis, Literary works 

are portrayals of the thinking patterns and social norms 

prevalent in society. They are a depiction of the different 

facets of a com-

mon man's life. 

Classical liter-

ary works serve 

as food for 

thought and a 

tonic for imagi-

nation and crea-

tivity. Exposing 

an individual to 

good literary 

w o r k s ,  i s 

equivalent to 

providing him/

her with the 

finest of educa-

tional opportu-

nities. On the 

other hand, the lack of exposure to classic literary works is 

equal to depriving an individual from an opportunity to 

grow as an individual. Reading and being given the keys 

to the literary world prepares individuals from an early 

age to discover the true importance of literature: being able 

to comprehend and understand situations from many per-

spectives. Ranade Library is serving this purpose quite 

successfully. It is one of the biggest club in IISc with more 

than 8000 books. The Library archive comprises of books 

from different languages like English, Hindi, Bengali, Kan-

nada, Marathi, Malayalam, Tamil, Oriya, Telugu, Sanskrit, 

Urdu, Punjabi, etc. It has a rich collection of novels, poetry, 

short stories, plays, biographies. It has subscription to 

more than 18 magazines (some of them are in regional lan-

guages like Bengali, Oriya, Tamil) and newspapers (like 

Times of India, Deccan Chronicle, Bangalore Mirror, Ra-

jasthan Patrika) cov-

ering a broad area of 

interest from sports 

to travel, health to 

current affairs etc. 

The Club, with the 

help of volunteers, 

has successfully 

done the catalogu-

ing of Punjabi and 

Urdu books. The 

English book section 

is the largest section 

in the library and is 

currently being cata-

logued. Performing 

r e a r r a n g e m e n t s , 

cataloguing, label-

ing, binding all these books requires a lot of effort and for 

this I want to thank all the volunteers who have given their 

valuable time in these club activities. The English book 

section is currently going on with this transformation and 

will soon be open to all the club members.  

Ranade Library Club welcomes all the new students to IISc 

and to the Club.  

Activities done last year:- 

An online poll to revise the magazine subscription  

Cataloguing of books  

Club Email-id ranadelibrary@gmail.com  

Club Website  

https://sites.google.com/site/ranadelibrary/  

Weight training or strength training has a number of bene-

fits that include greater strength, improved muscle tone 

and appearance, increased cardiovascular benefits and en-

hanced bone density. Increased muscle mass also helps 

raise your basal metabolic rate – meaning you burn more 

fat even when you aren't exercising! Stronger muscles also 

improve posture, help maintain good flexibility, provide 

muscular support to joints, protect against sports injuries 

and it doesn’t hurt to be able to lift weights!  

The IISc gymnasium has been around for a number of 

years and is well equipped for members ranging from ab-

solute beginners to seasoned strength trainers. We have a 

number of facilities available, some of which we list: multi-

gym station that has machines that can be used to exercise 

all major (and some minor) muscle groups, a Smith Ma-

chine, many stand-alone machines for various muscle 

groups, a number of standard as well as custom benches, 

squat racks, cable machine, Indian clubs (gada), punching 

bag, climbing rope, skipping ropes, gym ball, standard 

Olympic bars, and of course, a whole lot of dumbbells and 

weights!  

There is no membership fees, so all are welcome! A trainer 

can be arranged for a nominal fee depending on interest 

among gymnasium users, and members are welcome to 

give their suggestions and feedback on how to improve the 

gym 

Gymnasium 
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Volleyball Club is the official club of IISc formed by people 

who play volleyball. Those who are interested in playing/

learning volleyball are welcome to join the club.  

Activities done last year:-  

Other than regular practice, an inter-department tourna-

ment was conducted in the month of March 2011.  

Activities planned for the academic year 2011-12:-  

Arrangement for a coaching camp  

Friendly matches with neighboring colleges 

Volleyball Club  

Football Club 

‘IISC football club’ is one of those few clubs that partici-

pates in tournaments conducted outside the institute. 

Every year we conduct IISC 7’s cup. We also arrange futsal 

occasionally. We participate in Bangalore Soccer League, 

Bangalore C-division Knockout Tournament, intercolle-

giate tournaments and various tournaments in Bangalore. 

The Gymkhana provides the members soccer boots, jerseys 

and other amenities. The Club, which comprises of around 

40 young footballers, organizes practice matches with 

teams from outside at regular intervals. We some times 

have soccer coaching under a concerned coach.  

Activities last year:-  

7's cup tournament in Jan/Feb. 2011  

Coaching sessions  

Achievements:-  

Runner Up in JPNYA Futsal Tournament 2010  

Semifinalist in Bangalore C-Division Knockout Tour-

nament 2010  

Quarterfinalist in Intercollegiate Tournament 

(BDFA) 2010  

Runners Up in Bangalore C-Division League 2009  

 

Convenor. Jithamithra , email id: jithamithra@gmail.com , 

mobile no. +919611948969. Co-convenor: Olu Emmanuel 

Femi, email id: foluemm@gmail.com, mobile no. 

+919591774782. 

The Throwball Club is an infant club 

of IISc, Gymkhana. It was instituted in 

2006 to encourage women to enter the 

world of games and athletics.  

 

The main tournament takes place dur-

ing March/April on the Throwball 

Court near the Gymkhana 

grounds. Being the only 

women’s tournament con-

ducted in the campus, it 

acts as a platform for inter-

action among women from 

all departments. Teams 

from various departments 

and internal clubs (e.g. 

TMC) participate in this. 

The teams consist of 5+2 

players with one allowed 

guest player. In 2011, eight 

teams participated in the 

tournament and each displayed excel-

lent sportsmanship making the tour-

nament a grand success. Playing 

throw ball requires no inherent skills 

or techniques and a very good game  

can be put up with minimal practice. 

Apart from the tournament, the club 

also organizes friendly matches 

amongst the teams at various occa-

sions to keep the spirit of the game 

alive.  

 

The club needs more enthusiasm and 

participation from students 

to conduct games on a regu-

lar basis than just during the 

tournaments. All players are 

free to send in their ideas and 

suggestions to the following 

coordinators :  

 

Club Email-id  

throwall.iisc2011@gmail.com  

Club Conveners:  

Vijayashree Bhat, ECE, 

bvjshree[at]ece.iisc.ernet.in 

Throwball Club 
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About the Club:-  

The Billiards Club is situated above the gymnasium. One 

convener, one co-convener and one attendant are maintain-

ing the club with the help of the Gymkhana Committee. 

Billiards cues, balls and chalk are provided for billiards 

and snookers. Every year new cues are purchased. Lockers 

are available to keep personal cues. Tournament is organ-

ized every year. Junior table players, who win the tourna-

ment, are promoted to the senior table. A Senior Player 

Tournament is organized shortly after the Junior Table 

Tournament and promoted players can also participate in 

it. Attendants or senior players are available to help junior 

players. Maximum of 4 players can play at a time on either 

table. 2 players are allowed to play for a maximum of 30 

min in case others are waiting to play. No juniors are al-

lowed to play either with senior sticks or on the senior ta-

ble. Once in a year, both the tables are repaired to maintain 

their quality.  

 

Facilities:-  

Two tables are there for playing:-  

*One table for beginners  

*One table for senior players  

Club timings: From 3:30 pm to 11:00 pm, all days  

Activities:-  

Conducted Billiards & Snooker Tournament in Jan. 2011  

Club Convener: Madhusudhan N, Civil, sudhanlm@civil 

Billiards & Snooker Club 

Formed in the year 2008, it has per-

formed three showcases till date, 

with performances including established plays to mimes to 

plays written by members themselves.  

Activities:-  

One act plays, Street plays, Annual auditions  

Third Showcase - September 2010  

1) 'A Reverie' - A play in English, written and directed 

by Prashant Das  

2) 'The Bet' - Adapted from the short story by Anton 

Checkov. Play rendition in English by J. Kalyani and 

Prashant Das. Directed by J Kalyani.  

3) 'Timba Timba Timba Prashnachinha' - A play writ-

ten originally in Marathi by Shantanu Bhat, trans-

lated and performed in Hindi. Directed by Anup 

Suryawanshi. 

Email – rangmanch.iisc@gmail.com  

Website: rangmanchiisc.blogspot.com  

Conveners:- Prashant Das, Mechanical, prashdas@mecheng  

Kalyani J N, Biochemistry, kalyani@biochem  

Dramatics Club 

Art is the most sublime mission of man since it is the exer-

cise of thought, seeking to understand the world and make 

it understood, and that is what we seek to do in this club. 

The fine arts club was started only a month ago by a few 

enthusiasts at IISc. We aim to bring about the talent pre-

sent in the student community. And the Fine Arts Club 

will provide a good platform. Some of the activities 

planned are face painting, tattoo making competition, etc. 

Workshops to learn various types of art such as Sketching 

with Charcoal, Glass Painting, Origami, Tanjahur paint-

ings, crafts, etc. are planned. At the end of the year, an ex-

hibition of the works done by students will be organized.  

We hope that more students will show interest and join the 

club. Give yourself a chance to express your creativity.  

For details contact:  

Nilesh Warthi emai: nhwarthi@gmail.com  

H a r i n i  R a j g o p a l a n  e m a i l :  h a r i n i r a -

jagopalan1986@gmail.com  

Fine Arts Club  
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---------------------------- Original Message ------------------------ 

From : Deepak Sharma  

To : Prof. Palayanteeshwaran  

Subject : hello 

Date : Mon, August 1, 2011, 10:35pm 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Dear Prof Palayanteeshwaran, 

 

I am happy to inform you that I have finally arrived at 

IISc, but I discovered that I had a final IISc entrance test to 

clear. This was by far the toughest one. As soon as I ar-

rived with my luggage, they asked me, "Have you been to 

Bangalore before?". When I said, "Yes, I came here for ex-

actly one day to meet my second cousin's wife's brother 

regarding an internship in his company", they promptly 

said, "Oh, you know Bangalore! So you don't need accom-

modation! We'll give you acco later but we won’t reim-

burse you for your hotel charges – this is IISc after all. If 

you don't want a world-class PhD, go somewhere else 

where they give you third-class PhDs and world-class 

accos." 

 

I realized that this was a final entrance test. No amount of 

coaching would have helped, because I soon realized that 

there is no right answer. You see, the next guy saw what 

happened to me, and he said "I am new to Bangalore." and 

to be on the safe side, he added, ‚In fact I have never been 

south of New Delhi!". They promptly replied, "Oh, Banga-

lore is a very hospitable city. To show you how hospitable 

it is, why don't you eat at a non-veg hotel in Mallesh-

waram and come back?" That guy, being very sincere, 

went there but never came back. We all think that 

Malleshwaram is a very dangerous place. But ever since 

these two incidents, all new students have been saying 

that they know Bangalore very well. 

 

But Sir, I did not want to bore you with my personal life. 

Could you please tell me what do I need to do in order to 

survive in IISc? Will my courses be as tough as finding 

good acco here? Is it true that I have to maintain at least a 

7.5 GPA in your lab even though everybody who takes 

your 6-credit course gets a C? 

 

Regards, 

Deepak Sharma 

 

---------------------------- Original Message ------------------------ 

From : Prof. Palayanteeshwaran  

To : Deepak Sharma  

Subject : Re: hello 

Date : Tue, August 2, 2011, 4:30am 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Deepak, 

 

Welcome to IISc! I am happy to know that you have 

cleared the final entrance test. The administration admin-

isters these weird tests all the time. Their general philoso-

phy is, what doesn’t kill you, makes you stronger. And 

they really try to kill you to ensure that you come out 

stronger. You should be glad they did not ask you to form 

a committee and report back to their committee. By the 

time anything tangible happens you will not only develop 

a beard, it will get so long that it will reach the ground. 

When I first joined IISc, they did not have an office or 

quarters for me. When I gushed with delight about the 

beautiful trees on campus, they told me, ‚We are glad you 

like the trees. You may kindly take up accommodation in 

your allotted quarters conveniently situated in front of the 

main building‛. My temporary quarters turned out to be a 

big peepal tree and, let me assure you, it did not look 

beautiful anymore. I got my quarters after a month, but 

for my ‚office‛, I shared a desk with my department secu-

rity guard for nearly a year. 

 

But let me not bore you with the beginnings of my long 

and illustrious career. In my many powerful administra-

tive positions ranging from Gymkhana Secretary, Garden 

Committee Chairman, Hostel Grievance Committee, Long 

standing Committee for Long Standing Problems, etc., I 

have realized that people perform at their best when 

things are made hard for them. Therefore I deliberately 

make things very hard for my students. In fact, if Rudyard 

Kipling had been at IISc, he would have held forth as fol-

lows: 

 

If you can do a PhD with four roommates in a room, 

If you can do your homework while your best friends 

fume 

If you can chase your indents through Purchase and 

Budget 

And ensure your contingency gets you the latest gadget 

If you can keep your head when all Profs around you 

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you, 

All this is hard, it will be no mean feat 

But if you succeed, the world beyond IISc will fall at your 

feet! 

When things at IISc seem to have no reason or rhyme 

It’s best to write poems in the available time. 

 

But I digress: let me also answer your specific queries. The 

only way to guarantee success in IISc is to work hard and 

think harder. Your troubles with acco will soon be 

dwarfed by your troubles with course assignments and 

projects. I don’t know about maintaining 7.5 GPA in my 

lab, but you certainly won’t get a date at IISc with a GPA 

below 6.5. 

 

That brings me to the serious part. Make no mistake: life 

in IISc can be tough. Getting a good grade will be tough if 

Intangibles in a world of tangibles 



  August 2011                                                                                                                                                  15 

 

your only objective in taking the course is to get good 

marks. Getting a PhD will be tough if your only reason to 

get it is to get a degree and use it to get a job. BUT life in 

IISc will be easy if you truly understand what you learn, 

and enjoy what you are learning. Then all the good grades, 

papers and PhD will follow. Your experience here will feel 

like a Zen fable. I have modified it to make it appropriate 

to IISc. A student came to a professor and asked him how 

long it will take to get a PhD. The professor replied, ‚Four 

years‛. The student asked, ‚But I am a very hardworking 

student, I will work twice as hard as the others. How long 

will I take?‛. The professor replied, ‚Six years‛. Sometimes 

the best way to get somewhere is to not to try to get there, 

but to let it happen. For example, all my 5 papers in the 

Indian Journal of Chemically Inspired Nanobiology (of 

which I am the founding editor) have come by trying not to 

publish those papers. Of course my remaining 200 papers 

are under review in journals like Science, Nature etc. 

 

And finally, a word of caution, Deepak. Just because I am 

pally with you doesn’t mean you call me Pally. Violation of 

this edict gets most of my students a C in my course. You 

will address me as Prof. Palayanteeswaran, and I don’t care 

how long you take to pronounce the twenty three syllables 

in my name and I don’t care you can only count seven syl-

lables in my name. If you fail to address me properly I will 

make you pronounce my first name repeatedly until you 

get it right. And trust me, if you haven’t grown up in 

Malleshwaram, then this will take you the better part of 

two years. But this will make the remaining 4 years of your 

PhD much easier. 

Also let’s meet on Sunday morning 4.30am to review your 

courses? That was not a typo, I DID mean 4.30AM and not 

PM. I know nothing will look better and more beautiful 

than your bed at 4.00am, but if you make it, you clearly 

have the desire to get a PhD and you will get one. 

 

Pally 

- - 

Prof. Katrinivalakeshwarasrinivasahareramakrishna 

Palayanteeswaran 

 

Fellow of all 42 Royal Societies of Timbuktu 

Former President, Indian National Science Academy 

Co-president, National Indian Science Academy 

Secretary, National Science Academy of India 

Treasurer, Academy of National Indian Science 

Member, Society of Physically Inspired Nanobiology 

P r o f e s s o r  a n d  F o u n d i n g  C h a i r m a n , 

Department of Chemically Inspired Physical Nanobiology 

Chair, Committee for Generation of New Buzzwords 

Founding Chairperson, Peepal Tree Eradication Society 

Chair, Long standing Committee for Long Standing Prob-

lems 

Indian Institute of Science 

Bangalore 560012 

 

                                                                           S P Arun (CNS)  

Last week, as the political situation in Karnataka reached 

new heights, the people of this state kept staring at the 

24X7 regional news channels that beamed down only that 

news and nothing else. The people sat glued to television 

sets as the news reporters repeated their "breaking news" 

several times over the day. There was no other news on 

some of these news channels  as they had dedicated them-

selves fully to the purpose of covering the political tur-

moil that had engulfed the state. As the politicians hud-

dled, shook hands or even visited the loo, it was flashed 

on national television. The question here is, do we really 

require the minute by minute reports of news as it is being 

fed to us, and to what extent are these so called 24X7 news 

channels doing justice to their jobs and bringing out the 

actual news? 

 

It was this minute by minute coverage by the media that 

helped the terrorists, hampering rescue operations during 

the 2008 Mumbai attacks. The last 5-6 years have wit-

nessed a very high growth in the number of news chan-

nels - Tv9, udaya news, suvarna 24x7, zee news, sun 

news, dd news, times now, ndtv, cnbc, headlines today, 

aaj tak to name a few (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of 

news channels in India). Most of these channels have gone 

beyond news channels to become entertainment channels, 

featuring shows which have zero content but high in en-

tertainment value (reality shows, funny videos, shows 

with violence etc.), as one news channel vies against an-

other to bring out the spiciest masala filled stories. In the 

olden days most people used to retire at night after watch-

ing some devotional serial or tele-serial or comedy pro-

gram, but nowadays the adults as well as the kids go to 

bed only after seeing one or two blood soaked dead bod-

ies in the night-time-crime-stories being broadcast on 

these news channels. Such shows can in fact have serious 

repercussions on the young minds. Some of these issues, 

that cropped up as the news channels evolved, are to a 

certain extent portrayed in the hindi movie 'Rann', which 

tells the story of one such news channel. 

 

There are positives too; the news channels have been very 

successful in highlighting the multiple scams, corruption 

practices etc. that the country has witnessed, which other-

wise would have been buried under the carpet. They 

have, in a sense, infused transparency into the system by 

constantly keeping the ruling class on their toes and 

widely influencing public opinion. They have also played 

a big role in highlighting various problems faced by the 

people and exposing nefarious schemes to dupe people in 

the name of religion, blackmagic etc. 

News Channels 24X7 
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But we also have to look at the fact that only a very few 

news channels offer shows that are educative or scientific 

or cultural in nature (other than the "breaking news" that is 

constantly updated on the tv screens). The bias seems to be 

more towards shows with violence, adult content, unpar-

liamentary language, and mindless debates like `Is Munni 

better than Sheila?'. So we return to a modified version of 

the earlier question: are these the shows that people really 

want? Or are the people just being force fed such shows 

and they are swallowing it because everyone else is doing 

the same? Are people aware of the impact of such media 

content (not confined to news channels alone) and still 

choose to do nothing? The incident which flashes in my 

mind as I write these lines is when I found myself in a tight 

spot, being unable to explain to my little cousin brother 

that the AXE deo ad (which wants us to believe that men 

doused in AXE will become chick magnets and every 

woman on the road is just waiting to get her hands on  

them) is untrue… 

 

                                                                    Krishna Kumar (EE)  
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T he annual Science Vs 

Engineering football 

match started at about 

6pm on the 4th of August with Prof. Siddhartha Sharma as 

the centre referee. The Science team played particularly 

well, with style and flow, that the Engineering team could 

not cope with. The Science team put numbers on the score 

board through a well taken goal by Ramiz from the 

Mathematics department, before the end of the first half. 

An equalizer, in the second half, came from an initial shot 

by Femi, which was punched by the Goal keeper for the 

Science team and was easily tapped in by Sam Alexandra 

from the Aerospace department. The wining goal, by the 

Science team, came from team work and ball juggling, and 

took the Engineering defense apart. Ramiz got his second 

goal of the day and there was no time for the Engineering 

team to get back into the game so, the Science team won 

the match for the first time in 5years.  

 

The Gymkhana organized a Throwball exhibition match 

on the 30th of June. It was played between Mechanical 

Engineering (winners of the 2011 Throwball Tournament) 

and a team made of players from the remaining teams. 

Mechanical Engg. won the game.  

 

Nominations for the post of convenors, of various clubs in 

Gymkhana, were filed last month. The deadlines for the 

same are over. So guess, we have a bunch of new and en-

ergetic visionaries taking over......  

     Anindo Chatterjee (CNS) 

                                           Olu Emmanuel Femi (Mat. Engg) 

Gymkhana Corner   

 

 

IISc researchers hold a flag for the poor  
 

Scholars may be busy researching the basics of science at 

IISc, but they clearly haven't forgotten their responsibility 

towards the poor.  

 

They have decided to donate 1,000 T-shirts, pants, shirts 

and bedsheets each to the poorest of the poor as part of a 

tradition that the institute has developed over the years. 

They have decided to donate 1,000 T-shirts, pants, shirts 

and bedsheets each to the poorest of the poor as part of a 

tradition that the institute has developed over the years. 

 

Sreevalsan K, students’ council chairman, told TOI: 

"Helping out the poor is a conscious decision IISc has 

taken. While we may be engrossed in the field of science, 

our basic responsibility towards society cannot be forgot-

ten. Collecting useful and quality warm clothing for the 

monsoon and the cold months ahead is one way in which 

we do this every year." 

 

The students will identify slums, construction work sites, 

maternity homes, children's hospitals and orphanage cen-

tres to donate the clothing. Students' representatives will 

interact with government and NGO representatives in 

identifying the beneficiaries. 

Voices is Growing! 
If you wish to join Voices, or wish to contribute an article, or have any comments, write to us at 

voices.iisc@gmail.com. 
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