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IISc TMC Election Hoardings 

 
Currently, if an unaware person enters the campus of IISc, 
he/she might begin wondering whether he/she missed news 
about an election phase to be held in Karnataka. Almost 
everywhere, lamp posts, notice boards and streets are 
plastered with hoardings trying to collect votes for the 
“clock”, “car” or “bicycle”. That the IISc is primarily a place 
of research and education and not a political stage does not 
count these days and the daily routine is disturbed by 
candidates and their followers barging into the offices and 
labs. 
 
It is interesting to note, that if elections are going on for the 
Students‟ Council, the prospective candidates are explicitly 
forbidden from putting up boards and posters or visiting the 
labs and offices during daytime (prior to 6PM).  

Hangouts, if any, are only allowed at places of students‟ 
interest such as the messes and hostels ONLY. 
 
These imbalances of rights and duties among the Students‟ 
Council and other institutions (such as the TMC) combined 
with an omnipresent lethargy of the students results in a 
loss of interest in the Students‟ Council itself. Barely 
someone is standing for elections and many times 
candidates are elected unanimously. It seems that the 
Students‟ Council is considered to be a disturbance within 
the IISc community and its power has been reduced to 
begging to the IISc authorities to, for e.g., get rid of the 
street dog menace, since almost daily people are bitten by 
dogs these days. Even after years, almost nothing 
happened and if anything has, it was never a permanent 
solution. But this is another topic… 

 Alexander Fell (SERC)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by authors in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect opinions, beliefs 

and viewpoints of Voices or official policies of Voices. However, this does not apply to the editorial content in this newsletter. 
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When S*** Becomes A Parliamentary Word 

 
Should there be a decorum for the editorial of a campus 
newsletter? Isn't it unworthy of the newsletter to have an 
uncivilised word like s*** in its title? It reminds me of an 
interesting debate in the British Parliament  
where a lady MP got away with the word 
as “it is appropriate to use that word as a 
noun, but not as an adjective”. Hence, I 
think I am perfectly justified when I use 
the s*** word to raise my grievances 
about the rivulets of sewage that are 
found flowing in the campus, especially 
near the eating places, making it the 
smell of IISc. 
 
The man hole near the back gate of CPDM constantly 
overflows into Tea Board. The man hole close to the coffee 
counter in Prakruthi and the one opposite Nesara also 
overflow occasionally. The hygiene in C-Mess used to be 

worse until sometime back. Thankfully, the problem in the 
mess has been resolved. Some of the other troublesome 
places are the ones near Juice Centre and near N Block, on 
road to Gymkhana. The one next to Krithika, on way to 

Mrigashira, is so infamous that it now 
acts as a traffic island. 
 
It is not that people are insensitive. 
Sometime back, it was interesting to 
observe some professors from MRDG 
once clear the overflowing man hole 
behind Bio-Chem and in front of MRDG.  
 
 

Suggesting a solution to this menace is beyond the scope 
of this editorial. But Voices does hope that the 
administration takes note of the situation and comes up with 
a lasting solution. 

 

Shyam (MGMT) 

Photo credits: Jim Reeves David (Mech Engg) and Rupesh Nasre (CSA)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indian Mathematician Wins Knuth Prize 
 

Indian mathematician and theoretical computer scientist Ravi Kannan has been awarded the 2011 Knuth Prize, a 
prestigious international recognition for research in computer science. Professor Kannan is the first Indian to receive the 
award. He is also the first adjunct faculty of the Computer Science and Automation department at the Indian Institute of 
Science. The Association for Computing Machinery's (ACM) Special Interest Group on Algorithms and Computation Theory 
has awarded the prize to Professor Kannan “for developing influential algorithmic techniques aimed at solving long-standing 
computational problems.” A release from ACM says, “One of his research papers, published in 1990, has been called one 
of the most remarkable algorithmic achievements ever. It addresses the issue of easy formulas for volumes of simple three-
dimensional objects like spheres and cubes.” 
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A Letter from the Students’ Council to the Administration Regarding Campaigning during TMC election 

 
Respected Sir, 
 
I would like to bring your attention into a serious issue 
which is hindering the ambiance of our institute.  
When students were nominated for SC elections, we were 
given a set of rules to be followed while campaigning 
(Scanned copy of the same attached). 
  
No banners/posters were allowed. 
 
We were asked not to litter the campus with pamphlets.  
 
No canvassing was allowed during office hours and only 3 
days were allotted for campaigning and so on.... 
We see that all these rules are not applicable to the 
contestants of TMC election. The staff strength is only 750 
and they are disturbing the institute atmosphere. To reach 
to a floating population of more than 2500 students, we 
were not even allowed to paste an A4 size poster 
anywhere in the campus.  This is injustice done to the 
student community. For SC and Gymkhana, we have 
constitution and set of rules. We are very happy to follow 
them to keep the campus environment friendly and to keep 
up the culture of an academic institution. 

I wrote a request to the polling officer of TMC elections and 
came to know that TMC does not have any constitution and 
they are allowed to act according to their wish. Many of the 
staff are not available in their offices and today I have seen 
a group creating nuisance near SBI and lot of people 
smoking. 
 
I request you to take this matter very seriously and kindly 
take appropriate actions to make these contestants remove 
all the banners and flex boards immediately. 
 
In Institute Amenities committee and Health committee 
meetings, it was sad to see disrespect shown by some of 
the staff towards the Chair and Professors. In Prakruthi and 
Tea board, when faculties and students stand in queue, few 
staff are served tea/coffee on their tables. We are made to 
pay a service charge of 15%. We foresee a big threat to the 
academic environment of the institute if proper legal action 
is not taken immediately. 
 
Thanking you, 
Sincerely 
Sreevalsan 
Students’ Council 

 
 

Letter to the Editor 
(In response to the article The tale of two lectures which appeared in the March 2011 Issue of Voices) 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
I have serious objections to Sainath quoting India‟s HDI 
rank of 119 to argue that India‟s recent economic growth is 
worthless. 
 
Growth of economy doesn‟t imply a decent Human 
Development Index (HDI) ranking. Further, both cannot be 
compared. A country like Sierra Leone, which fares very 
badly at HDI, can still clock a good economic growth and 
still for many years can remain at the bottom of the HDI 
rankings. All that can be compared is the „growth‟ in 
economy and „growth‟ in human development. So the things 
to compare are how much Human Development Index has 
„increased‟ vis-à-vis the „increase‟ in GDP. Apples should 
be compared with apples only, a very basic law of nature. 
 
Let‟s compare the growth in HDI. UNDP report on HDI 
(2009) measures the absolute progress in HDI made by all 
the countries under three time-periods. The most recent 
comparison, for the short-term of 2000-2006, places India 
at rank 10th among those 131 countries which are ahead of 
it in HDI. All in all, it places India 15th among all the nations 
of the world for that period. So though India had a low HDI, 
it improved its HDI quite fast compared to others. And 
remember, 2000-2006 wasn‟t a rosy 8% growth period 
throughout, the first three years saw an average growth 
less than 5%. 

And now let‟s come to the most cursed years of Indian 
economic growth by the „analysts‟. Let‟s see how India 
progressed in human development when it was marching 
ahead in economy. Data for 2003-2006 from the very same 
UN report shows that the „second-fastest-growing-
economy-in-the-world‟ was eighth fastest in the world on 
progress in Human Development. YES, RANKED 8 
AMONG OVER 175 nations. SHOCKING?  
 
In fact, the period 2003-2006 saw India‟s as one of the best 
ever improvement in HDI. The index improved from 0.576 
to 0.609. This improvement is one of the best in the 
decade! 
 
But even award winning journalists won‟t tell you that, you 
would have to actually download hundreds of pages about 
that report, take a break from office for two and a half days, 
and know it yourself. That is the curse you would have to 
bear. I am frustrated why the media keeps on pervading 
untruthful things all over the country. I have opposed it at 
various forums, and I hope Voice Press will publish my 
views also in this regard. 
 
For details, please see the below Sainath articles and my 
comments on that, at the given links. 

http://www.indiatogether.org/2009/mar/psa-forbes.htm 
http://www.indiatogether.org/2007/nov/psa-index.htm

 Gauvav Singhal
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Does India Need a High Technology Industry 
 

   

IISc Alumni Association hosted a lecture on April 13, 2011 
by Dr. Arogyaswami Paulraj at the Faculty Hall. 
Dr. Paulraj started by stating India‟s economy is broad 
based and spread across variety of goods and services. He 
stated that most economic and demographic metrics favour 
sustained growth of the Indian economy for several more 
years and added that the current growth would not have 
been possible without the absorptive power within the 
country for capital input thanks to well-developed financial, 
telecom and transportation sectors. 
 
He then enunciated the three characteristics of high 
technology industry. First, the need for highly skilled 
scientific and engineering manpower – both at entry and 
experienced levels. Second, high R&D intensity – roughly 
R&D investments as a fraction of sales. Third, need for 
large initial investments.  
 
Such investments are possible only if the market is global 
and not surprisingly, the high technology industry is 
dominated by few companies which must fiercely protect 
their market position to survive. This makes successfully 
breaking into high technology industry very difficult without 
Government backing.  
 
Examples of Government support to high technology 
industry in US and China were given and it was made clear 
that India also needs a high technology industry. Reasons 
include national security, economic growth and even 
political stability.  
 
Examples of high technology industry in China like 
commercial jets (EDAS) and telecom (Huawei) were given. 
India‟s poor record in high technology was stated by the 
fact that we have no EDAS for passenger jets, no Huawei 
for telecom, no Qualcomm for wireless and no TMSC for 
semiconductor fabrication. An example of two similar start 
ups was given. Huawei from China and Midas from India. 
Both countries enjoyed a huge internal market in telecom, 
Huawei could exploit it and Midas could not. In the late 80s 
when both the companies were started, India had 

significantly superior technical entrepreneurial and 
management skills. But China used its market power and a 
determined national policy to build a global telecom 
company.  
 
Addressing the issue of what India should do, Dr. Paulraj 
stated that India can be successful in high technology too, 
at least in sectors like telecom. Our core engineering skills 
in areas like telecom design are very strong thanks to years 
of learning through off shoring and out sourcing to India. 
Our knowledge of English is a big advantage for operating 
globally. Our IITs and NITs graduate a sizable number of 
undergrads in science and engineering. So both human and 
organizational capital for a telecom industry is in place. 
  
He made it clear that the right kind of investment capital – 
private capital is hard to attract given the high levels of 
investment and very high risk. He said attracting private 
capital will not be possible unless government provides 
policy and institutional support to attract private capital, but 
keep away from investing itself.  
 
Given the current priorities and make up of our political 
system, it is unlikely that the source of national 
determination can unilaterally come from the political level, 
he stated. And that the direct stake holders in high 
technology – the industrial, scientific, defense and other 
communities will have to push for a policy framework. India 
should actively enlist the help of Indians abroad who are 
leaders in high technology and willing to devote substantial 
time for this effort. Their input is important because they 
can bring a realistic understanding of the challenges 
involved and help craft pathways to success.  
 
Dr. Paulraj concluded by saying that India needs a high 
technology industrial capability to build a secure, vibrant 
and competitive economy. Building this is a huge task, but 
the good news is that we have most of the ingredients for 
success. All we need is imagination, will power and the 
effort of people like the audience to shape an effective 
policy framework to get us started on this journey. 

Voices Press  

 

Dividers at Risk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credits: Siju Raghav (ISU) 

 

Gymkhana Corner 
 

IISc Centenary Cricket Cup 2011 
IISc Cricket team won the First IISc Centenary Cricket 
Cup, the final of which was held on May 8, 2011. IISc 
pipped RNSIT by a slender three-run margin to lift the 
intercollegiate trophy. Arindam Ghosh (71 off 42 balls) 
helped IISc post a healthy 168/8 and was adjudged 
Man-of-the-match while IISc captain Ashith Shyam was 
named the Player-of-the-tournament. IISc took crucial 
wickets at regular intervals to keep RNSIT in check. 
With ten required of the last over, RNSIT could manage 
only six. For details, log on to the IISc Cricket Website: 
http://cricket-iisc.blogspot.com 
 

K. Vijayanth Reddy (ECE/CeNSE) 
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Invaders 
 

 

Nature enthusiasts have always won my admiration; I 
mean, they love and even deify that last trace of beauty and 
serenity in the world and what is probably the only thing left 
on this planet that can be proffered as proof for the 
existence of the divine - so to speak. Everything about 
nature is peaceful, untainted. And anyone who can love and 
appreciate this sort of impeccable purity must inevitably 
share some of those desirable qualities. Or so I thought, 
while I matched pace with a guy I had had the opportunity 
of meeting near an ATM booth after we struck up an 
inadvertent conversation that started with the weather and 
then grazed past several topics and finally made a grinding 
halt at his most passionate subject - Nature. If it were a 
public vehicle we were on, I'd have got off right then. A 
single-ended conversation, on the other hand, didn't afford 
me such a luxury. So, I listened, and surprisingly enough, 
somewhere down the line, I was 
hooked. I liked his enthusiasm and his 
extensive knowledge about nature-
related topics. And now, on our 
second meeting, I couldn't wait to 
listen to him, as he talked about the 
rain forests and wanted to show me 
excerpts from a bird-watching book he 
had jointly published. I also hoped to 
show off some of my hard-acquired 
pearls of knowledge - however scanty. 
"They should plant more indigenous 
species here," he said as we walked 
along Badam Marg pointing at the 
information boards on the trees lining 
the road." These foreign species are ruthless! They take 
away everything - sunshine, water, and space - completely 
displacing the original inhabitants." "Invasive species, I 
know". 
 
Invasive species: „Any species that has been introduced to 
an environment where it is not native, and that has since 
become a nuisance through rapid spread and increase in 
numbers, often to the detriment of native species‟ 
 
"Aha, Look! A spider!" He pointed at a tree branch a few 
feet up, exactly overhead. He expertly named the genus, 
species, scientific name, etc. of the black bristly thing, while 
I wondered how exactly it came to his attention in that dim 
light. A sudden pang of hunger didn‟t let me complete that 
thought. But, I couldn't call up the nerve to disturb my 
companion, who was absorbed in the careful examination 
of his discovery. Fortunately, I had help - from a very 

trustful friend who shared my hunger pains at the same 
hour. His howl terminated the contemplative trance my 
friend was in. He shook his head, annoyed. 
 
"You hear that? Piercing, right? These stray dogs, they're 
everywhere. I mean this campus is infested by them. They 
bite, you know that? Two cases, last week alone..." 

 
"Yes, their numbers should be controlled..." I said, 
thoughtfully. 
 
"Controlled! They should be mass killed. Sprayed and 
killed. Would be very easy and effective! No hassle. No 
hooks or nooses and no money wasted by way of huge 
commission for dog catchers. Would work 100%" 
 

I was stunned. I couldn't believe the 
words that came out of my nature-
loving friend's mouth. So, I said, 
"Wouldn't it be more humane to 
sterilize them?" 
 
"That would take a long time, lot of 
money. Extermination is the answer. 
And why should we be humane? Is 
biting a 10 year-old humane? And 
so does it deserve a humane 
reaction?" 
 

“I guess not". I didn't have a better 
solution to offer, so I kept mum. I 

don't know if it was his vicious red face or my increasingly 
irritated tummy, I decided to take matters into my own 
hands. "See, another exotic species!" He said 
enthusiastically. When it comes to the world on a larger 
scale, we all know who the intruders are. And I, bearing that 
bad name, would do better to show those displaced ones 
some kindness. My good friend loved and adored nature - 
in illustrated books and holiday cards. In his mind, it had 
been replaced by a collection of exotic information to be 
mastered by industrious learning. Nature, with its true 
vagaries and variety was non-existent to him. “I have to go;” 
I said, walking away. “Time for dinner!” 
 
“Don‟t you want to see my book?” He said, trying to open 
his back-pack. 
 
 
“Another time” I said, looking back, “Possibly!” 

Arun K. (EE)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Aha, Look! A spider!" He pointed at a 

tree branch a few feet up, exactly 

overhead. He expertly named the 

genus, species, scientific name, etc. of 

the black bristly thing, while I 

wondered how exactly it came to his 

attention in that dim light. 

IISc Professor’s Book on Astrophysics Makes Waves in Global Academy 
 

Physics Today, a publication of the American Institute of Physics, has in its January 2011 edition highly lauded Arnab 
Rai Choudhuri‟s book, Astrophysics for Physicists. Professor Choudhuri works in the department of Physics at the 
Indian Institute of Science. The book has also been listed as an “Outstanding Academic Title of 2010” in Choice, the 
magazine of American Library Association. The book has also garnered good responses from scientists across the 
world. Academicians feel that with its lucid writings, the book has become the standard for advanced undergraduate 
courses. 
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Insanity Unlimited 9 
 
The desire to protect, nurture and possess are all a part of 
parenting. It is amazing how what starts with the so called 
proverbial “Love at first sight” with your Lady Love ends up 
in a lifelong dedicated journey in upbringing of your children 
which ends in may be with their marriage. Your 
apprenticeship will start with the changing of diapers, to be 
followed closely on the heels by maintaining the 
vaccination/inoculation chart based on your Doctor‟s 
advice. Then comes the necessity of building a financial 
corpus for his/her education and upbringing. Here again if 
the returns on your savings can manage to beat the 
inflation, you deserve to be immediately conferred with a 
Padmashree for your expertise in financial management. 
But by the time you commit yourself to family life, times 
would have changed further. Your children ought to learn at 
least seven languages, three of them foreign and be adept 
at swimming, dancing, martial arts, cricket and must have 
the ability to switch from one task to another with effortless 
ease. The duration or span of what I just hinted upon in 
three easy lines of Times New Roman can take you 
anything around 30 years and can get more protracted 
should your son or daughter decide to do his/her PhD. 
From IISc. According to the “once-bitten-twice-shy” souls, a 
greater part of your mindshare in all the intervening years is 
occupied by your family. This sort of emotional anchoring 
acts like a huge reservoir of support for you to fall back on 
from where you draw your sustenance and will power day in 
and day out and is the essence of the Indian family value 
system which in turn is the building block of our society. 
 
Paternal instincts have overtaken me. It may sound strange 
but it is true. It is like putting the cart before the horse. How 
I wish I could do this without going through the rigmarole of 
courtship - of having to agree with my fiancée on all issues 
and without hurting any of my associated aficionados. The 
workload, I am told can get heavier than a 3 credit course. 
The tender bundle of joy if and when she arrives will 
transform me as a person. I will hold her in my arms and 
her very touch will expunge me of all sins. I will no more be 
the Bohemian free spirited being and shall settle down to a 
more conforming lifestyle. She will tone down the bravado 
in me that goes with an air of “catch–me-if-you-can” 
flamboyance. I will no longer play to the gallery. I will shave 
my head and be draped in 32 inches of seamless khadi. I 
will always under promise and over deliver. I will always be 
like that Sukhwinder Singh song which even when sung in a 
low pitch, somehow tells you about the great heights it can 
climb. And you would be better off to know that the high 
pitch it is about to touch may indeed be just around the 
corner. I will not cast aspersions on straight issues; but as 
long as I am issueless, all this can‟t be done and hence it is 
for the general good that my case be taken up first on a 
priority basis and something be done about it. 

But on a more serious note, we as a nation should do 
better. While the parliamentarians can debate the 33 per 
cent reservation for women inside the floor of the house 
(one of them even attributed the rise in prices of onion last 
year to the GSLV rocket debacle that preceded it) we can at 
least raise awareness levels in our own capacity within our 
immediate surroundings. All said, there is nothing more 
important and pertinent to the society today than women‟s 
welfare in terms of their education and financial 
independence. Infant mortality, female foeticide and 
osteoporosis are the other devils staring straight at our 
face. In such a scenario, the Generationext will be 
demanding from us our take on all these issues confronting 
us. 
 
While I write this inside my room 1S-66 in the New Hostel 
block, it is time for a reality check. I am deeply indebted to 
Madhurima, Shyam and team for allowing me print space 
for a better part of the last two years. My countdown has 
already started and it is indeed with a very heavy heart I 
have to take leave of Voices and its readers. I hope you 
have enjoyed reading these columns just as much as I have 
enjoyed penning them. Most of these columns were written 
in afternoons when the mood is usually a bit melancholic- 
because I had more cups of tea than I should have and a 
bit upbeat - because sundown held promises of its own. 
Besides, the quiet afternoons never forgot to remind me 
that our life was already almost halfway through with may 
be a little over the other half still remaining. This called for a 
compromise of sorts and a bit of reconciliation with the self, 
which provided an ideal backdrop for penning down 
something. Though I will be leaving this institute in June 
2011, I thought that it is better to stop at nine, because nine 
is a number which has an aura of mysteriousness 
associated with it. It is rotund and the last single digit 
number. What follows nine is uncertainty. I wish to thank my 
readers who have been a source of support and who were 
kind enough to point out the shortcomings in the text if and 
when they occurred. The column in essence was intended 
to be a little directionless so that in it, one can get the 
leeway to express himself without any constraints or without 
having to bother about rhyme or reason. And that is why it 
was named the way it was. Thank you once again and in 
the meantime, let us dedicate this decade to the X 
chromosome. 
 
 
“The smile on your face lets me know that you need me 
There is a truth in your eyes sayin‟ you will never leave me 
The touch of your hand says you will catch me wherever I 
fall. You say it best when you say nothing at all” 

—Ronan  Keating

Subrata Chakrabarti (MECH)  
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Students’ Council General Body Meeting 
 

As the new Students‟ Council (2011-2012) took charge, the 
General Body Meeting was held on 12

th
 May, 2011 at 6 PM 

in the Satish Dhawan Auditorium where the new Students‟ 
Council laid out their agenda for the year ahead and 
solicited feedback and suggestions for modifications from 
the student body.  
 
The attendance was dismal with an attendance of less than 
50 from a student strength of over 2000. The unexpected 
rain did save student apathy from taking the entire blame. 
Proceedings began with ex-General Secretary Suman 
Devadula (CPDM) introducing the newly elected Students‟ 
Council Chairman, Sreevalsa Kolthayar (CIVIL), General 
Secretary, Hemanth G (ECE) and Women‟s Secretary, 
Kamana Porwal (MATH). 
 
Sreevalsa began by thanking the old Students‟ Council and 
thanked the IISc student community 
for electing them unanimously and 
stated that every student is by default 
a member of the SC and that the 
members of various committees are a 
dedicated group of volunteers to look 
after various activities through proper 
coordination. 
 
General Secretary Hemanth later laid 
out the details of the SC structure and 
duties of various committees and 
appealed to the students to come 
forward and be a part of it. Some of 
the plans they have for the year 
ahead were spelled out. Some of the major plans 
mentioned were, a push for having a doctor 24 hours in 
health centre and having cultural festivals once a month. 
Hemanth added that they require at least two 
representatives from each department in their team (one 
member in Academics Committee and one member in 
Student Support Network). 
 
 
Women‟s Secretary Kamana, spelled out the Students‟ 
Council‟s plans for new facilities. Full fledged canteen/café 
near Aerospace, completion of road construction near 
Faculty Club, complaint/suggestions box near amenities 
and formation of an online complaint cell for redirecting the 
students to concerned authorities, air filling machines for 
hostels, shoe repair shop on campus, rain water harvesting 
and LAN in hostels are some of the facilities. In addition, 
the Students‟ Council has plans to have an orientation 
programme for freshers, to follow up and ensure immediate 
functioning of new cycle shop in the campus, ensuring 
accommodation to married students (else provide HRA to 

them), and to have guaranteed accommodation for parents 
of students. 
Subsequently, the floor was opened for feedback and 
suggestions and this led to a very healthy and active 
discussion session. 
 
A suggestion came up to bring all regional samithis under 
the Students‟ Council. 
 
Questions were raised on how the new undergraduates 
would respond to stress and it was made clear that there 
would be a special orientation program for UG students and 
a new dedicated committee would be formed to take care of 
UG students. It was decided to give a platform for UG 
students to enjoy their college life while simultaneously 
ensuring discipline. 
 

Problems faced by the previous 
councils in dealing with the 
married apartments issue were 
brought up. Speeding issues on 
campus came up and one of the 
suggestions from the audience 
was to put up barricades instead 
of speed breakers.  
 
Questions were raised about 
closer working and 
communication between 
gymkhana management 
committee and students‟ council. 
Hostel issues and the difficulty in 

getting even one representative from each hostel came up. 

 
Students‟ Council office hours were fixed at 6:00pm to 
6:30pm on all weekdays. 
 
Privatisation of mess issue came up and Srinidhi (ECE) 
articulated the problems faced by the mess committee and 
told about the lack of response from the students. The 
enormous work load on the mess committee was discussed 
and it was deliberated whether mess committee should be 
brought under the Students‟ Council. The day to day burden 
on the mess committee members was made clear to those 
present. 
 
While it was heartening to see the enthusiasm of the new 
Students‟ Council and the active participation in the 
discussion by almost all who were present in the GBM, it 
would be nice to see participation from a greater number 
people. The question that remains is: what will it take for the 
average IIScian to take a more active involvement in these 
matters? 

Voices Press  

 

Questions were raised on how the new 
undergraduates would respond to stress 
and it was made clear that there would be 
a special orientation program for UG 
students and a new dedicated committee 
would be formed to take care of UG 
students. It was decided to give a 
platform for UG students to enjoy their 
college life while simultaneously ensuring 
discipline. 
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Cartoon 
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Voices is Growing! 

If you wish to join Voices, or wish to contribute an article, or have any comments, write to us at voices.iisc@gmail.com. 

IISc Chemists Have Spearheaded a Worldwide Effort through the International Union of Pure and 

Applied Chemistry to Define Hydrogen Bonding 
 

The world authority on chemical nomenclature is preparing to scrap the familiar hydrogen bond definition, in light of 
recent evidence about its true nature. A 14 member group has been developing the latest classification since 
2004.  Prof. Elangannan Arunan from IPC, IISc, co-chairs the IUPAC group assigned to categorise hydrogen bonds and 
other intermolecular interactions. After five years, it submitted a report to IUPAC which included the definition of 
hydrogen bond in early 2010. Following an extensive review process (25 reviews as opposed to typical 2 reviewers for a 
manuscript), the task group has recently submitted 1) A recommendation containing the definition of the hydrogen bond 
2) A technical report that summarizes hydrogen bond research over a century and provides a rationale for the proposed 
definition. 
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