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The Tale of Two Lectures 
 

Satish Dhawan Auditorium and Faculty Hall, March 3, 2011. IISc hosted two luminaries who are important actors in 
the Indian socio–economic–political stage on a single day. Shiv Shankar Menon, National Security Advisor to the Prime 
Minister of India, delivered the IISc Golden Jubilee Lecture on 'Science and Security' at the Faculty Hall. P. Sainath, Rural 
Affairs Editor, The Hindu, interacted with the audience after the screening of the documentary Nero's Guests, at the Satish 
Dhawan Auditorium. The documentary screening was organised by Concern along with Vikalp Bengaluru and Maraa. 
 
 

Growth for the Sake of Growth is the Ideology of the Cancer Cell 
 

 
P. Sainath, Rural Affairs Editor, The Hindu 

 

Nero's guests addressed the issue of farmer suicides 
happening in the country over the past decade or more. 
The plot of the documentary is Mr. Sainath's investigations 
into the farmer suicides in Vidarbha, one of the leading 
cotton producing regions in the country. The documentary 
was named after the grand party organised by the Roman 
Caesar Nero, for the citizens of Rome as described in 
Tacitus' Annals. During the party the prisoners of the state 
were burnt to provide lighting with hardly any dissent from 
the guests. After the documentary, Mr. Sainath interacted 
with the audience, largely comprised of non IISc-ians. 
 
On growth 
Mr. Sainath argued that the measure of growth is an 
indicator of the economic activity of the state and does not 
guarantee social well being. Looking at developing 
countries in South America, he claimed that growth is not 
essential for HDI. For a country with third largest number  of 

billionaires, the HDI rank is poor (119). Unlike John 
Kenneth Galbraith's and Amartya Sen's argument of growth 
with justice, the aim should be growth through justice with 
equitable distribution of wealth. According to the third 
National Family Health Survey, the percentage of 
malnourished children in our country is over 46%, this is 
worse than that of Sub Saharan Africa. 
 
On net per capita grain consumption 
Quoting the economic survey, Mr. Sainath argued that in 
the 1950s, the per capita grain consumption of the country 
was 444 gms. In 1991, it was 510 gms. However, with a 
declining population growth, if the per capita grain 
consumption falls to 436 gms, the argument of growth is 
debatable. 
 
On agriculture 
With a country having 43 million people registered with the 
employment exchange, depending mainly on IT (which is 
not a great creator of jobs) is a bad strategy. In India, 
women are not classified as farmers. This adds to the plight 
of thousands of agricultural households in the country. A hit 
in agriculture means a hit in the allied sectors also. 
Agriculture needs to be declared as a public service. The 
definition of Poverty Line is fraudulent in the country. 
According to National Commission for Enterprises in the 
Unorganised Sector study, there are 836 million people in 
the country who live on less than INR 20 a day. 
 
 
On genetically modified crops 
Mr. Sainath described GM crops as Agriculture on steroids. 
Using GM seeds reduces the soil fertility by 25%. Following 
the Punjab model as described by the RBI governor (D. 
Subbarao) will be disastrous. 

 
Knowledge is Power, Power is Science 

Science is changing the security calculus of the nation, 
commented Shiv Shankar Menon, the National Security 
Advisor to the Prime Minister. Mr. Menon commented on 
the two revolutions that have changed the security system 
of India in recent times. First being the introduction of the 
nuclear weapons. Nuclear weapon is a political weapon and 
leads to a doctrine of deterrence. In 1998, when Pokran – II 

was conducted, India sought minimal deterrence and was 
not interested in an arms race. The fear of the enemy is 
what prompts a country to possess the nuclear weapons. 
The second revolution is the emergence of Information 
Technology. The progress in Information Technology has 
made the country aware on cyber espionage and cyber 
warfare. The two success stories of recent times are the 
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successful completion of the 2010 Commonwealth Games 
and the improvement in maritime security using GPS 
navigation. 
 
India should develop its own technical competence just like 
the case of telecommunication and space technology. It is 
in the hands of researchers to work towards the security of 
our country by focusing on innovative technologies across 
disciplines that would enable India to protect itself. 
Answering questions raised by the audience, Mr. Menon 
stated that diplomacy is not a beauty contest where being 
loud or popular matters. Popularity is not the measure of 
the effectiveness of the foreign policy. 

 
 

Shiv Shankar Menon, the National Security Advisor to the Prime Minister

[A Voices Press initiative. Photo Credits: Concern and Sebastian Zwez (Munich Security Conference, Feb 2011)]  
 

Noices News 
 

Obese Research Student Miraculously Completes 10km Marathon. Gives Credit to Fit Guide Running Behind Him 
 

In what could be truly described as a triumph of the eternal 
human spirit over the “weight” of limitations imposed by the 
mortal human body, Golu Dhol, an obese research student 
miraculously completed the 10 km marathon event in the 
third edition of the SnT Run held at IISc. 
 
Golu however decided to give the entire credit of his victory 
to his advisor Prof. S. T. Kadak. “I would like to give the 
entire credit for my feat to my guide Dr. Kadak.” said Golu. 
 
In a candid and exclusive interview with the Noices Team, 
Golu revealed the details. “I had neither hopes nor 
intentions of completing the run. I just registered for fun. I 
managed to wake up early today as my roommate Khoom 
B Karan was snoring very loudly. So I thought I might as 
well come and collect my T-shirt and slip away quietly,” said 
Golu. 
 
Golu continued, “You see, my guide had assigned me some 
work over the week. Obviously, I had not completed it nor 
made any progress towards its completion. I was avoiding 
him for the past one week. You can imagine my shock 
when I saw my guide participating in the run. I mean, I knew 
he was fitness conscious but I never expected to see him 
here. I was so scared he would see me and ask me about 
my progress. I tried to escape, but there was too much 
rush. One thing led to another and I got pushed towards the 
start line by the crowd. Somebody flagged off the run and 
suddenly everybody started running. My guide also started 
running towards me. I was so scared. I just started sprinting 
and never looked back after that.” said Golu. 
 
Noices enquired why he decided to keep running for the 
entire track of 10km and did not slip away (considering his 
physical condition) through any one of the side shortcuts 
along the track. Golu‟s reply was, “You think I did not try? 
So many times I tried to wander to the side and slip away 
along the wrong route. Those numerous volunteers 
standing all along the track just did not let me go wrong. 
They immediately kept pointing out to me that I am going in 

the wrong direction and pushed me along the correct path. 
How was I supposed to escape? My guide behind me, 
volunteers on the side, there was only one way out for me 
after that” 
 
On request, Golu posed and smiled for the Noices 
photographer, proudly holding aloft his trophy, certificate 
and his chest badge (Bib No. 9211). 
 
Noices decided to speak to the volunteers and get their 
views on the event in general and on Golu Dhol‟s 
extraordinary performance in particular. 
 
“Overall, the event went off smoothly. Only place we faced 
some tension was when non-runners started coming and 
demanding T-shirts. We were running out of stock but the 
demanders were persistent. Finally I had to remove my T-
shirt and give it to a protester. But the others did not relent. 
Finally I threatened to remove my pant and give it to them. 
Then only they left me alone.” said Balwaan Khan, a 
volunteer. 
 
Noices decided to move on and speak to the volunteers 
and spectators at the finish line. Almost all of them seemed 
to recollect with great accuracy, the time and manner in 
which Golu Dhol passed the finish line. 
 
"I was so surprised when I got the news that he is about to 
complete 10k. I got up immediately and came to watch him 
at the finish line” Said Khoom B. Karan, Golu‟s roommate 
and a spectator. 
 
Noices asked the spectators at the finish line why and how 
each one of them seemed to recollect seeing Golu cross 
the finish line. Was it his innate charisma? Noices asked 
the spectators what according to them, was the one special 
quality that made Golu stand out from the rest of the crowd 
and etch himself in the memories of all. “He was the only 
one who continued running even after crossing the finish 
line,” said a volunteer. 

Arjun Shetty (ECE/MRC)  
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The Man Who Rejected Padma Shri 
 

It was a dream that I shared with Prathamesh to host Palagummi Sainath in the campus. I also invited him for a possible 
talk, which he can deliver on campus. But it did not materialise (I mailed his old e-mail id). So it was exciting to know that 
Concern along with two other organisations managed to get him to the campus. Amartya Sen calls him "one of the world's 
greatest experts on famine and hunger". A cult figure for emerging journalists, he declined Padma Shri in 2009 stating that 
the state should not be judging journalists. You knew you were listening to someone genuine when the person did not 
begin with the rhetorical “It is an honour to be in the 'prestigious' Indian Institute of Science ...”. 
 

 
Surviving Academicians 

Mr. Sainath, as a student in the 'prestigious' Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, was a student activist who had led many 
protests in the JNU campus (the Vice – Chancellor was Mr. 
K.R. Narayanan, who later went on to be the first citizen of 
the country). During the very serious 
discussion, there were a few lighter moments 
in the form of anecdotes. A Marathi journalist 
had once questioned Mr. Sainath, asking if 
alcoholism the real cause of farmer suicides. 
He had replied, if that was the case, then 
there would be no journalists alive. A slight 
pause was followed by, so is the case with 
most of the academicians. 

 
Contrasting opinions 

Voltaire, the famous philosopher, remarked “I do not agree 
with what you have to say, but I'll defend to the death your 
right to say it”. Shiv Shankar Menon, the National Security 
Advisor to the Prime Minister, remarked (during the IISc 
Golden Jubilee lecture) that the emerging technologies rest 
in a few corporate hands and this is not comforting. Mr. 
Sainath (in the discussion after the documentary screening) 

was arguing how the income inequality was widening and 
the losers in the budget are the social service sector and 
Agriculture. Mr. V.K. Varadarajan, former editor, Business 
Line, during the Panel discussion on the Union Budget 
(organised by Management Studies) expressed that social 

sector will benefit from the budget. He was 
possibly referring to corporate farmers and 
farmers cultivating cash crops. 
 
Mr. Sainath argued that IT is not a great 
creator of jobs in the country. While Mr. 
Vivek Kulkarni, former IT secretary, Govt. of 
Karnataka, argued (in the panel discussion) 

that enough incentives are not given to IT sector in the 
budget. If, for every 100 crores generated by the Iron and 
Steel industry, two percent goes as salaries, the figure is 
60% in the case of IT sector. 
 
To quote Adam Smith, the father of Modern Economics and 
Capitalism, “It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, 
the brewer, or the baker, that we can expect our dinner, but 
from their regard to their own interest”. The floor is open for 
deep thought and discussion. 

Shyam (MGMT)  

 
Letters to the Editor 

(In response to the article Unanimously Unique...... A Travelogue which appeared in the January 2011 Issue of Voices) 
 

Really nice. In spite of being short, it covers almost every 
aspect of the place which includes the natural beauty, the 
cultural (food habits, dance forms etc.) and religious 
behaviour of the inmates.  
 

The actual details are put very nicely which helps to picture 
the day to day life. Lastly, the writing style is also good and 
spontaneous. 

Biswanath Halder 

Long ago our ancestors used to live in Una. I have been 
there a few times during my childhood. Never been able to 
grasp the hidden beauty of it so well. Thanks Mr. Author for 
such a lucid and lively description… 

Harjeet Kaur 
 

A short and neat travel article. A good try. It shows the 
tourism potential of small towns in India. 

Pramit Chatterjee
 

(In response to the article Some Undeclared Rules of IISc which appeared in the February 2011 Issue of Voices) 
 

Nice article Abhijit, 
But you forgot our most important instrument of wasting 
power – Geysers !! 
 
People think it‟s their birthright to switch it on one hour 
before use and to switch off after use is the greatest sin one 
can do!!! 
 

Anubhav Sinha  

Well said Abhijit. There are many other less seriously 
followed rules I would like to mention: 

 Keep things rolling round the clock. Morons work in the 
day. Researchers work at night. 

 Never learn to work in teams. Teamwork is a canard 
spread by management gurus. And it‟s a shame for a 
researcher to be good in anything with even a touch of 
management. Always work alone. Live alone. Die alone. 

Sujit  
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Some Unanswered Questions  
 

On the occasion of Women's day, we revisit a subject in 
Voices that we had briefly touched upon in a 2007 issue 
(www.iisc.ernet.in/voices/files/2010/04/voices_aug07.pdf). 
The abuse that women on campus face and a few simple 
tips on self help and protection. 
 
The last few years did witness a self defence two day work 
shop, coordinated by the women members of the 2009-
2010 Students Council. A person who dared to cross 
boundaries of courtesy was asked to publicly apologise. 
The topic to start a gender forum was floated on an e-group 
but with little success or should we say abysmal failure; we 
ourselves being members of that team. The reactions and 
the jabbing humour were very disheartening.  
 
Despite these sparse attempts, we often are not sure if the 
women who really need self defence are participating in the 
programs or it is the usual bunch of confident, enterprising 
women who volunteer for all of the things anyways. Please 
understand that we are not being judgmental about women 
who don‟t participate. The concern here is that most of us 
feel that, “This cannot happen to me”. We need to step 
beyond the tinted glass existence. We need to understand 
that it is not whether we are a potential victim, it is about in 
case we become one, are we capable enough to take care 
of the situation? 
 
We all hear horrid tales where colleagues are not being 
nice or being too interfering, problems with lab attenders 
etc. But most of these cases do not come out in the open 
for fear of criticism and blame. The victim is often blamed 
and ridiculed. This adds to the emotional trauma she is 
going through and becomes one of those cases where 
everyone is interested in seeing and knowing about the 
victim, rather than worrying that such a horrid incident 
should not repeat. 
 
A recent incident where the victim received immense 
support from faculty and lab mates and the person guilty 
lost his job; makes all of us realise that change is possible.  
 
The issue that we are trying to raise is whether we can build 
a system that will meet the target audience. A women‟s cell 
that actually works; a group of trained people whom girls 
can approach in case of a discomforting incident. Do we 
need an institutional policy in this regard? Though by law, 
every educational institution has to have a support body 
looking at sexual harassment. Who do we approach? The 
floating SC, that changes every academic year? The 
administration who are also responsible for the safety and 
security of our students?  

 
While we await that answer, we request all women students 
to kindly understand the importance of being a keen 
observer, and being self reliant. 
 
A few simple safety tips: 

 Please ensure that at all points of time, atleast one 
other person on campus is aware of your whereabouts. 

 In case you are receiving crank calls or being 
stalked(extreme cases), retain all mails, smses and call 
proofs(timings).Also, one practical solution could be 
asking a guy friend to take that call and give the caller a 
piece of his mind. At times, miraculously it helps. 

 Share any unnatural incident with your friends/ 
colleagues. 

 Understand that you do not have to take undesirable 
behaviour, be it from a friend, a colleague, a senior or 
even a person in authority. 

 Remember that it is not your fault. Do not wallow in self 
pity. 

 Also remember that you can stall untoward incidences, 
by being a little attentive and careful. 

 Carry a pepper spray (Rs. 500 a can) and if you do so, 
make sure you know how to use it. You could carry a 
swizz knife/pen knife/ even a strong deodorant (works 
like a pepper spray).  

 In case you are reluctant to approach help on campus 
due to confidentiality issues, help is also available 
outside. You can call 1091(Toll free number) - Vanitha 
Sahaya Vani, the Women‟s Helpline at the Police 
Commissioners Office. 

 The other helplines you can approach, which also 
handle personal and family counselling are: 

 SAHAI helpline- 25497777 

 Viveka- 55330387 

 Helping Hand- 23535687 

 Parivarthan- 25298686/25273462 
 
Let us work for this together. We aim to do an anonymous 
and confidential survey on eve teasing and harassment on 
campus and solicit your participation. 
 
**Wikipedia: According to India's constitution, sexual 
harassment infringes the fundamental right of a woman to 
gender equality under Article 14 of the Constitution of India 
and her right to life and live with dignity under Article 21 of 
the Constitution. Although there is no specific law against 
sexual harassment at workplace in India but many 
provisions in other legislations protect against sexual 
harassment at workplace, such as Section 354, IPC deals 
with “assault or criminal force to a woman with the intent to 
outrage her modesty, and Section 509, IPC deals with 
“word, gesture or act intended to insult the modesty of a 
woman. 
 
Further reading:  
http://www.legalserviceindia.com/articles/rape_laws.htm. 
 
The Article by the Student Who Faced a Case of Abuse  

A Personal Account – Aftermath 
 
I couldn‟t understand what was happening to me. I still can‟t 
believe it happened.  
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I thank my stars I got away. I can‟t think beyond that.  
 
I wouldn‟t like to think of myself as a coward (indeed, if it 
happened again, I wouldn‟t hesitate to take a knife to an 
„important‟ part of the person‟s anatomy). But at that 
moment I was helpless. I realized that all the self-defence 
training wouldn‟t help if you‟re frozen in shock. And, in 
panic, you can‟t remember which self-defence tactic you‟re 
supposed to use; you can‟t even scream.  
 
If it‟s a stranger, you‟d be quick to act. If it‟s someone you 
considered „safe‟, your first reaction is shock, as your mind 
is slow to process what‟s happening.  
 
I would like to point out here, that we women think that we 
can generally spot a pervert – from his snide looks or 
comments or rely on our instincts. But it doesn‟t work all the 
time. There are covert perverts who seem all decent at the 
surface until they actually do something. I‟ve tried to think of 
all the interactions I‟ve had with the offender, trying to figure 
out how I was taken in/why couldn‟t I spot his not-so-
honourable intentions/how could he do this/how far would 
he have gone if my legs hadn‟t moved/could I have done 
anything to prevent it/how could I have been so dumb, etc. 
but I‟m yet at a loss to figure this out.  
 
We all stay in our world of blissful ignorance – thinking 
we‟re safe, that such things won‟t happen to us. I think it‟s 

time we recognized the potential danger – by this I don‟t 
mean one should be paranoid in the company of men or 
fear that someone would jump out at us any time (although 
I did become paranoid for quite a while after the incident). 
But we should be alert, and prepared to help ourselves at 
all times. 
 
(I bought a pepper spray after this – as someone said, 
better be safe than sorry.) You never feel you could be a 
victim until you are one. 
 
Another point I‟d like to make - not everyone feels 
comfortable to complain. You‟d never wish to relive it – the 
fear, humiliation, outrage. Besides, there‟s needless 
publicity, unless everyone around you is understanding; if 
not willing to wipe your tears, at least not adding on to your 
misery. You‟d prefer to forget the incident and move on 
rather than bring the offender to book, which gives the 
offender the misguided notion that he can get away with 
such misconduct. 
 
The one thing I was sure of was that I HAD NOTHING TO 
BE ASHAMED OF. I HAD DONE NOTHING WRONG. If 
perverts exist in the universe, it‟s NOT my fault.  
 
My deep regrets that I do wish to voice – due to my shock, I 
couldn‟t even deliver a much-deserved punch. And all I‟m 
left with right now is anger. 

  

As told to: Vasantha (CSA) and Madhurima (MGMT) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gymkhana Corner 
A shuttle badminton competition for the Tata Memorial Club members & Tata Memorial Club staff was held on 23

rd
 & 

24
th
 February 2011,at the Gymkhana indoor court, between 6:00 PM & 7.30 PM. 

 
The Volleyball club of IISc is organizing the "Interdepartmental volleyball tournament 2011" starting from 14th March, 
2011. All the members from each team should be from the same department. Last date for registration was 10/03/2011. 
For detailed rules, refer to: http://www.fivb.org/en/volleyball/Rules/Rules.htm. 
 
Contact  pradeep890@gmail.com , raj.sonti@gmail.com for further details. 
 
Wipro, Bangalore is organizing an Inter Corporate and Collegiate Basket Ball tournament for Women on 26

th
, 27

th
 and 

28
th
 March, 2011, and has invited IISc, Bangalore to be a part of the tournament. 

Arun K. (EE), Kamala Ram (CSA) 

Five Frog Species Rediscovered 
 

Scientists of the University of Delhi, in collaboration with the Zoological Survey of India, the Indian Institute of Science 
and the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and Environment among other institutions in the country, have 
rediscovered five species of frogs believed extinct long ago. Chalazodes Bubble-nest Frog (Raorchestes chalazodes), 
was last reported 137 years ago. The other four species rediscovered are: Anamalai Dot-frog (Ramanella 
anamalaiensis), last seen 74 years ago; Dehradun Stream frog (Amolops chakrataensis), after 26 years; Silent Valley 
tropical frog (Micrixalus thampii), after 31 years; and Elegant tropical frog (Micrixalus elegans), after 74 years. 

 
Budding Scientists Will Find Refuge at Bangalore's Indian Institute of Science This Summer 

 

Come May, the century-old Indian Institute of Science will host summer internship programmes for engineering 
students from various educational institutions in the country. The internship programmes at the institute are supported 
by the University Grants Commission (UGC). The selected students will be paid a monthly stipend of Rs. 3,000 during 
their period of work at the institute. 
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SnT Run 2011 
 

   
 

IISc hosted the third version of Science and Technology 
Run (SnT Run) on Sunday, 6th March, 2011. The event 
was jointly organized by the Students‟ Council and IISc 
Alumni Association. The participants in this event covered a 
wide spectrum ranging from the IISc fraternity and alumni, 
corporates from "Silicon Valley" of India, students from 
science and engineering colleges across Bangalore, to the 
local people who were enthusiastic about running for 
Science and Technology. 
 
The previous two editions in 2008 and 2010 were quite 
successful, witnessing a participation of over 1500 and this 
year‟s edition saw the number of participants cross 2000. 
 
Proceedings started with a welcome address by Dr. K. R. 
Srinivasan, President, IISc Alumni Association and 
convener of the SnT Run 2011. Guests of honour included 
names like athletes, Mrs. Reeth Abraham, Mrs. Ashwini 
Nachappa and Mr. Najeeb Aga. Prof. Balaram, and Prof. 
Balakrishnan graced the occasion with their presence. The 
rules and regulations and the technical part of the event 
was managed by Elvis Joseph from Bangalore Schools 
Sports Foundation. The events lined up this year were: a 
10km mini-marathon, 5km Fun Run, Children‟s (for below 
15 years of age) Run and a Walkathon (people above 55 
years of age), both of 2km track length and a 5x1km 
corporate relay. The various categories of the runs were 
flagged off by the guests of honour. 
 
The event went off as planned and was conducted in an 
almost perfect and glitch free manner. The event was well 
received by the participants and there was no lack of 
enthusiasm in the crowd as was evident from the never 
ending applicants at the registration desk. 
 
Students‟ Council thanks the innumerable volunteers for 
their selfless efforts and support that helped make sure that 
the event went off smoothly. 
 
Special mention must be made of the efforts of the 
Environmental Initiatives Committee of the Students‟ 

Council and the associated volunteers who made sure that 
the littering on campus during the event was kept to a 
minimum. We can say with certainty that at the end of the 
event, we have left the campus in the same litter free state 
it was in at the start of the event. We thank the participants 
for adhering to the no littering rule and for making use of the 
dustbins placed at regular intervals. 
 
A new concept introduced this year was the BoF Session 
(BoF – Birds of a Feather). Derived from the phrase “Birds 
of a feather flock together”, BoF sessions involve informal 
discussion groups that are formed spontaneously. The 
participants with shared interests gather under a placard 
(stating their interest) and carry out discussions without any 
pre planned agenda. The aim of the BoF sessions this year 
was to provide an opportunity to outsiders to get to know 
the institute better by interacting with its students, alumni 
and faculty in a comfortable and relaxed environment. 
There were 3 BoF platforms, namely – Students BoF (about 
courses in the institute, pursuing research in institutes of 
higher learning, BS programme at IISc), Corporate BoF (to 
discuss existing association of corporates with the institute, 
scope for future collaboration, continuing education 
programmes at the institute) and Alumni BoF (interaction 
between alumni and current IISc community). Prof. 
Narahari (CSA) and Prof. Iyer (MGMT) kindly volunteered 
to be present during the BoF sessions and we thank them 
for their invaluable advice and guidance during the 
discussions. 
 
After the event, the feedback from the participants widely 
proclaimed the third edition of the SnT Run as a very well 
organized one. While it is impossible to mention all the 
feedback we received, here are a couple of samples, 

 
Much better than last year in all senses....great 
ambience (as always)....very well attended... great 
partcipation from iisc student community...great 
breakfast (nice surprise)... couple of minor 
improvements..next time...for 10K course was short by 
500/600 m... 
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Other suggestion...if we can hold this race in mid Jan or 
early Feb, more students from outside campus can join 
(Mar is the exam time..) 
 
Great job team. 

~Gopal Halder (Bib No: 1012) 
 
Kudos List: 
* Great run, great people and amazing atmosphere. I will 
run next time too. 
* Caring and helpful organizers, volunteers and support 
staff. 
 
Complaint list: 
* Distance of 10 kms was only about 9.3kms.  
* There was a patch of about 200mts where there was 
lot of dust/loose sand because of construction.  

~Manbinder Pal Singh (Bib No 1850) 

 
 

Thank you for arranging the run which was just 
excellent! I work for Citrix Systems and all of us who 
came from Citrix loved it. The campus is absolutely 
beautiful. I ran with my entire family (wife and 2 children 
12 years old) and we all finished the 10K run. 

~Krishna Durairaj (Bib No 1664) 
 

Overall, the general feedback proclaimed this edition as 
bigger and better as compared to its previous two editions. 
There were suggestions for improvement regarding the 
distance of 10km being short by around 0.5km and the dust 
on some routes. We are sure all this constructive criticism 
will help us do better the next time around. 
 

Students‟ Council would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the participants for making this event a success. 
We thank all those involved in organizing this event and the 
volunteers without whom this event would not have been 
conducted in this professional and streamlined manner. We 
hope you will join us for the next edition of the event also. 

Students’ Council 

Photo Credits: Jagadish (CPDM) 
 

An IISc Centenary Lecture in the IBM Centennial Year 
 

 

 
 

The IISc centenary lectures were instituted in 2008 when 
the Institute stepped into its 100

th
 year, facilitating the 

hosting of talks by experts from academia around the world. 
The first time a speech was delivered by someone from 
industry was on February 9, 2011 when Samuel. J. 
Palmisano, Chairman of the Board, President and Chief 
Executive Officer of IBM, addressed a fully-packed J. N. 
Tata auditorium. This lecture was also part of IBM‟s series 
of lectures and conversations initiated at the start of its 
centennial year in 2011 – in partnership with universities 
around the world and intended towards „exploring how the 
world has changed in the past 100 years - and how it will 
change in the decades ahead (http://www.ibm.com/)‟, 
drawing lessons from its legacy. 
 
Palmisano joined IBM in 1973, became its President in 

2000, CEO in 2002 and Chairman in 2003. Among other 
honours and awards for business leadership, he is an 
elected member of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. His lecture on the 9

th
 was titled „The ideas that 

shaped a century, in technology, business and society‟. He 
started with an extract from a speech in 1962 by Tom 
Watson Jr, the son of their Founder, when IBM had turned 
50: „... corporations are expendable, and ... success – at 
best – is an achievement which can always slip out of 
hand.‟ Fifty years later, Samuel said: „Tom was right – 
success is fleeting. Of the top 25 companies on the Fortune 
500 at the time of Watson‟s lecture, only four remained in 
2010.‟ 
 
The history of IBM has educated them on the „source of any 
business or institution‟s continued success and impact‟. 
IBM has continually changed – from making clocks, cheese 
slicers, typewriters, personal computers, software... – all 
this has been done by one company. And they have 
proceeded, from operating in one country to around 170 
countries. Samuel spoke of the need for continual forward 
movement in the case of IBM and never to define 
themselves by the things they make, no matter how 
successful they may be at present. But though they have 
continually changed, they have been doing exactly the 
same thing for 100 years. In 1962, Tom Watson Jr. pointed 
out that an organization must have a sound set of beliefs, 
faithful adherence to these beliefs, and it must be prepared 
to change everything about itself except those beliefs.  
 

To read further log on to: www.iisc.ernet.in/voices 

Geethanjali Monto 

Photo Credits: Public Relations Office 
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Insanity Unlimited 8 
 

The heavens were undecided. It seemed that they were not 
quite sure whether to unleash their fury by answering our 
prayers of a much awaited downpour or to maintain status 
quo. To make matters worse it was a Wednesday; we were 
right in the middle of the week. To aggravate matters 
further, it was 2 in the afternoon. The only ray of hope lay in 
the fact that the Prakruti tea was now only a matter of 
minutes! And now that the tea was over it was time to just 
check on Orkut to find out whether the pics posted in the 
morning have caught the attention of any of the 80 odd 
friends that I carry along day in and day out ; occupying 
precious web space. At last realisation dawned on me and I 
understood why the 2G spectrum scam had assumed such 
gigantic proportions. It seemed that nobody has checked on 
those photos or may be the outlandish outfit that adorned 
my torso had become an eyesore for them and hence all 
these lesser mortals, my so called friends, were trying to 
create an impression that they did not even notice. 
Determined not to be outdone by such dastardly acts of 
omission and commission or criminal negligence, if you 
may call so, I decided to find out what Yahoo mail had in 
store for me. There were a couple of spam mails and a few 
mails from Zorpia asking me to check out the profile of such 
and such a person from Bangalore and see for myself if I 
was interested. The name they mentioned was Maya, 24 
and a poster of Katrina Kaif was used for front ending by 
her. There was no reason I could gather to deny an 
acquaintance with her up-close and personal. Finally „twas 
time for the tea in the mess. Meanwhile, real research could 
wait for another day. 
 
Institutionalised friendship had got the better of me and I 
wonder how Orkut, Facebook and the likes have made us 
commit, assure and then reassure the same persons that 
we are indeed friends spanning across all networking sites 
and things have not really changed from what they were in 
the morning or may be the previous night. The frequency of 
investing our relationships with this kind of verbal osmosis 
has indeed increased in contrast to the past, when the 
catch phrase “I love you” belonged to the “precious words 
are spoken once” club, which when spoken meant the world 
to the listener. 
 
Now imagine nightfall within and outside the campus. It is 
dark outside whereas it is bright by the incandescence. A 
cold wintry December night had all the elements for a chilly 
day‟s end. It was as if to signify the end of the day that the 
signature of the night was getting harsher by time. Though 
the conditions were not equivalent to a Scandinavian frost 
biting night, yet it had enough bite in it to make conditions 
really tough and severe for the street pedlar who sleeps by 
the banyan tree and here I was, inside IISc. The night is 
here to tell all. It is here to tell the cobbler that now he can 
afford to straighten his knees and retire for the day. It is 
here to tell the lawyer that now he can rest his weary heart 
and head since he has a solid six hours when he can be 

himself, when he does not have to worry about the pulls 
and pushes of arguments and counter arguments and 
bother about the enormous weights attached with each of 
them -the weight of a slain victim‟s widow‟s cry for justice. 
He knows he cannot afford to falter. There can be no slip in 
between the cup and the lip. He cannot say that he did not 
really mean what he has just pronounced. He has to have 
the courage of conviction to believe what he states. The 
glow on his face, the aura around his visage and the 
honesty in his arguments will be instantly and infectiously 
caught by the judge and all will be his i.e.; if tomorrow 
comes. God knows how many times he used to rehearse 
for this moment –his moment of truth before the D Day in 
cases involving very high stakes. People used to pin their 
hopes on his oratory, his convincing skills and his uncanny 
knack of wringing victory from the jaws of defeat. By his 
sheer undiluted emotion and logic he would traverse miles 
and in no time, he turned out to be the talk of the town-the 
numero-uno – the ultimate and final word in the 
adjudicator‟s diary. But tonight he only has 6 hours for 
himself. He may have millions stashed in his bank account 
but today he is rich by only a mere six hours. After day 
break tomorrow, his hours won‟t be his anymore. 
 
The night with its advent was also here to tell that now the 
doctor could afford to down his scalpel. He had learnt with 
passing summers that the human mind was much more of a 
twisted mystery than his entrails; he dealt with the physical 
diseases though. With the rise of alternative medicine and 
Unani and Ayurvedic influences, the doctor knew too well 
that though he was hard pressed to make a killing by saving 
someone‟s life, he had his own limitations. Every night he 
needed the support of goddess Bachchus to sail through or 
else he could not sleep, which seemed to be so elusive and 
coveted. The gory and sanguine details associated with his 
occupation and the demands of un-wavered attention for 
continuous hours used to wear him off. Tonight though he 
can rest in peace since the surgery tomorrow is scheduled 
to commence @ 9 AM and as always, the stakes involved 
are very high, for it will decide if his patient will ever walk in 
the future. But at least today he had six hours for himself 
before tomorrow morning arrives when he would raise his 
arm in victory or be vanquished to nothingness. 
 
Travel by bus at night can at times make you introspective 
especially if the bus rides through mountainous relief 
enabling you to catch a glimpse of the city that housed you 
and which you are now so harshly leaving behind without a 
hint of any emotion. Feelings are stirred as the bus 
negotiates curves and bends, as it meanders along in the 
process of gaining altitude. You know that you will not be 
the same person after the ride is over. The night is the time 
for us to return home, the man to his wife so that he may 
find peace within her. Night is the time of extreme animation 
for the newspaper industry for they have to ensure that you 
get your early morning 16 pages of no nonsense along with  
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your coffee. Night is the time when you are left alone and 
undisturbed with your dreams, weaknesses and prejudice. 
This is the time to lick your wounds, dust yourself off, 

unwind and emerge recharged the following morning- so 
that you can resume your Orkut, Facebook etc. with 
renewed vigour. 

Subrata Chakrabarti (Mech Engg) 
  

Union Budget 2011: A Review 
 

A Panel Discussion on the Union Budget was conducted by 
the Department of Management Studies on 8

th
 March 2011 

at the Faculty Hall, IISc. The event was moderated by Ms 
Maya Sharma, Chief of Bureau, NDTV, Bangalore. The 
highlights of the event are as follows. 
 
 
Mr. V. K. Varadarajan, Former Deputy Editor and Chief of 
Bureau of The Hindu Business Line said that the budget 
has been partially good and specifically good for the Social 
Sector. He said that rural infrastructure, cold storage 
facilities, etc. should be put in place for the budget to 
benefit the Agriculture sector. The total allocation under 
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) has been increased 
from Rs.6,755 crore in 2010-11 to Rs.7,860 crore in 2011-
12 and this combined with the Rs 400 crore allocation to 
India‟s Eastern region is a positive note for the sector. He 
also noted that this was not a fine tuned budget and that 
China has been following a more structured approach in its 
reforms. Though the allocation is satisfactory, 
implementation of the various schemes doesn‟t reach the 
people. 
 
Mr. M. Muthuraj, Senior VP – Operations, TVS Motor 
Company Ltd noted that the budget has been good for the 
Manufacturing sector. But on the infrastructure front, though 
there were huge allocations last year, they were not 
completely used. 
 
Prof. Vivek Kulkarni, Adjunct Professor, IISc, and Managing 
Director, Brickwork Ratings India .and former IT&BT 
Secretary, Government of Karnataka opined that the budget 
has been bad for the Information Technology Services 
sector referring to the new taxes for the companies in the 
SEZ regions. He noted that with the end of STPI tax holiday 
schemes, SEZ parks were created with the promise of 
providing a tax exemption for the IT companies located in 
them. But the current introduction of Minimum Alternate tax 
of 18.5% on developers of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 
and units in SEZ will negatively impact the growth of the IT 
sector. He also said that China policy reforms were much 
more stable in comparison to India. 
 
 
Ms. Krupa Venkatesh, Senior Director – Indirect Taxes, 
Deloitte Touche Tohamatsu said that though the SEZ law 
has been in force only from 2005, there have been too 
many changes in it. The creation of the SEZ region as a tax 
exempt region and then introducing tax on its units shows 
the adhocism of the government‟s decisions. She said that 

there is a lack of vision in implementing reforms and noted 
the absence of large hearted statesmanship in the country. 
 
Mr. D. T. V. Raghu Ramaswamy, CEO, Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Karnataka elaborated that there 
are 4 steps to infrastructure development, i.e. development 
and promotion of contractors, building reliable mechanisms 
of transacting with the contractors, financing the 
infrastructure projects and building capacity required to 
deliver the huge infrastructure projects. The move to raise 
FII investment cap into corporate bonds, issued by 
companies involved in the infrastructure sector is one 
mechanism to improve the financing of the infrastructure 
projects. But more needs to be done on the Infrastructure 
Development side. 
 
Ms. Revathi Venkatraman, President, Association of 
Women Entrepreneurs of Karnataka (AWAKE) said that 
nothing specific has been done for women entrepreneurs. 
Though the Union Budget has proposed to set up a 
“Women‟s SHG‟s Development Fund” with a corpus of Rs. 
500 crore and an “India Microfinance Equity Fund” of Rs. 
100 crore, she was wary of the effectiveness, reach and 
implementation of the Microfinance schemes. She stressed 
the need for good road connectivity between cities, towns 
and villages as a prerequisite for any kind of 
entrepreneurship. 
 
Prof. G. Thimmaiah, who has been a member of the 
Planning Commission, GoI said that the budget has been 
very good for the infrastructure sector and that the move to 
raise FII cap on money inflow to corporate infrastructure 
bonds will aid in bringing back the black money lodged by 
Indians in foreign counties. He stressed that the 
Government needs to focus on the sectors of health and 
education and also use the revenues for the development 
of the social sector. Commenting on the rising inflation, he 
said that this situation has been caused by government‟s 
mismanagement of food distribution and the supply side 
shortages .He also noted that though there has been no tax 
induced inflation, the Government must keep the money 
supply within 16 % to 17 % in order to tame inflation. 
 
On the whole, all the panelists shared a common view that 
the Government needs to do away with adhocism in 
decision making and must have a stable approach towards 
policy making. They stressed that increased allocation itself 
will not yield desired results unless the funds are used. The 
panel also answered many questions from the audience 
before closing the event.  

 

Sharada B. (MGMT) 
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The Hen-House 

 
Day 1 
 
Their inane cackle filled the air 
While the watch dog lazed, 
One curious hen 
Out the hen-house gazed 
 
He felt merry, he felt wonder 
The world seemed better across the 
fence 
Such was the lure, he hopped out; 
Just as the wily fox looked askance 
 
With one swipe, the fox got the hen 
And walked away unhurried 
While the others in the pen 
In alarm watched and worried. 
 
Day 2 
 
The fox, at first cautious, 
Into the pen crept 
Took away a hen 
While the lazy dog slept 
 
Day 3 
 
The fox took two, 
With none to hinder his hide, 
The hens rushed hither-tither 
With no corners to hide 
 
Day 4 
 

The fox came again 
With another vulpine friend 
More hens died, even more cowered 
With no one to defend 
 
Day 5 morn 
 
More four legged ones came 
So much noise - the dog raised his 
head 
He growled and rushed, teeth bared 
The fox and his friends fled 
 
Day 5 eve: 
 
While the never-watchful dog 
As always slept, 
The ever-watchful foxes 
On him leapt 
 
What struck him, he never knew 
Into a deeper slumber, as he went. 
 
Day 6 
 
The farmer got a new dog – 
Alert, brave, strong, big-size 
The farmer knew not, but the foxes did 
That his vice began with avarice 
 
Loyalty warred with want – of a free 
prize 
Why work so hard to defend the pen? 
 

Day 7 
 
The foxes came, and left with hens 
Left the dog his share of the pen 
 
Day 21 
 
The number of hens went down to half 
Then the farmer sat up and looked; 
He saw all – the hens‟ fear, the foxes‟ 
laugh 
 
The undutiful dog‟s surplus food 
 
He raised the bar, electrified the fence 
Thrashed the dog to within an inch of 
his life 
He told the hunters about the foxes. 
A constant battle is rife 
 
Between man and fox, of might and 
wit 
The man be the judiciary, 
The watch-dog, law enforcers, 
The foxes be the con-men 
 
The helpless, soft targets here 
Are the hens – the common men. 
 
Unless hens evolve, to fight the fox 
No recluse have they in store; 
For, for a man, what cost is it 
To lose a hen or more? 

Smrithi Murthy (MRDG) 
 

Rambling Wit 
 

Today I met an auto driver who 
insisted on communicating with 
me in English. Initially I 
wondered why. Then I realised 
that his English is better than 
my Kannada. 

 

 

Arjun Shetty (ECE/MRC) 

Illustration: Jithin K. S. (ECE) 
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Birthday Celebrations Becoming Birthday Violence 
 
Dear Editors, 
 
I wish to discuss a peculiar custom among male students of 
IISc. Ten years ago, when I joined here, this custom used 
to be called the "bumps" (have I got the name right?)  
 
Basically, on his birthday, a chap was held by all limbs and 
“bumped” on the ground and/or flung into a body of water. 
I‟ve had to deal with injuries to the back from this, only one 
of which I remember to be worrisome. 
 
Of late, I am seeing worse injuries and pain, from a newer 
and more dangerous version of this weird custom. In this 
newer version, the birthday boy is actually (hold your 
breaths) thrashed with sticks and kicked by shod feet! I am 
told that the assailants have drunk alcohol prior to this 
activity, and are sometimes actually drunk. If any or all of 
these things are not true, what I have to say below is 
irrelevant. If even a few are doing this kind of thing, I fear a 
serious mishap some day. 
 
I discussed this with a nice young man (who was planning 
birthday violence in the evening) today and here are a few 
thoughts on the matter. 
 
Over the last 40 years, the savagery of “ragging” in medical 
colleges and the IITs has increased up to murder. The “best 
and the brightest”, which these two types of institutions are 
supposed to represent, exhibit the worst ragging behavior. 
This is directly correlated with increasing competition, 
competitiveness, frustration, fear of failure, and 

lumpenisation of behavior. (Also, maybe, linked to the 
complete absence of liberal arts in the curriculum after the 
age of 15 years.) Little wonder that, IISc, which feeds off 
these institutions, has some versions of this so called 
“friendly violence”. 
 
Is this bad? 
 
Yes, because someone can get hurt badly.  
 
Because it resembles initiation ceremonies of streetgangs 
rather than birthday celebrations among scholars.  
 
And most of all because many of the chaps who talked to 
me about it are puzzled about why it occurs, but conform to 
it because they know no better. They cannot belong to their 
circle of friends without conforming to its codes. 
 
And lastly, this recurrent violent behavior, albeit in fun, may 
be repeated in future relationships such as with the young 
man‟s wife and children. 
 
 
While not wishing to sound elitist, surely, a life of 
scholarship should automatically train the mind to be self 
reflective? To be able to get its pleasures from more 
dignified pursuits? To be able to negotiate frustrations with 
reason, and not with emotion, violence or intoxicants? In 
other words, to be a gentle man (not the bullying 
gentleman). To be courageous enough to resist this 
ugliness when one sees it? 

 

Dr. L. Sharada 

Medical Officer, IISc  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prakruti as IISc Bathroom Managers 
 

I happen to be one of the “fortunate” IISc students who is lucky 
enough to get a room in the E-block hostel. There are times when I 
struggle to wash my hands after using the toilet in any of the 
bathrooms there. On many a Sunday morning, as I make my way to 
the Department (Mechanical Engineering), I pass by Prakruti, as I 
usually do. On every Sunday, I see them washing their vehicles (cars, 
scooters, even load carriers!!) on the road adjacent to their premises. 
This made me wonder if we could hand over the management of the 
E-block of the hostel to the Prakruiti guys. This, I am sure, would 
ensure a regular water supply in the E-block bathrooms. 
 
To sum up my state of mind, I think this particular couplet is apt: 
 
“Pani ki baat kartay ho, dil jalanay ki baat kartay ho; 
Ham ne chahey (read 6) din se moonnh (face) nahin doya, tum 
nahaney ki baat karte ho.” 
 
PS: I have nothing against Prakruti as such. In fact, it is a boon for 
people like me who have most of their meals there. 

 

Babar Ahmad (Mech Engg)  

 

Antibody as 'Smart Bomb' To Fight 

Cancer 
 

A joint team of Indian and Australian 
scientists claims to have achieved a 
breakthrough by creating an antibody 
which could be used for developing a 
"medical smart bomb" that would help seek 
out and eradicate the root of cancer - the 
stem cells. 
 
The international project is a collaboration 
between Australia's Deakin University and 
Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore 
along with Barwon Health's Andrew Love 
Cancer Centre and Chem Genex 
Pharmaceuticals. 
 
The team has, in fact, created the world's 
first RNA aptamer, a chemical antibody 
that acts like a guided missile to seek out 
and bind only to cancer stem cells, the 
Cancer Science journal reported. 
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Curtain Raiser to TASTES – The Voices Food Special (Coming Next Month) 
 

The Food Issue 
 

This is about the food issue - both the issue of food and the 

issue about food. One wonders: What is the reason behind 

a sudden issue fully devoted to food? Is food really such a 

big issue? Are we all, sitting behind the facade of 'eating to 

live', really „living to eat‟? We certainly give enough 

importance to food to talk and write about it. A large amount 

of debate and discussion in our lives revolve around this 

'enfant terrible'. Too much of food causes as much 

headache (stomach-ache and mental-ache) as too little. We 

have a whole section of economy running on food. There 

are magazines, TV programmes and even professions that 

are entirely built upon the gastric needs of the society. 

Sometimes, it's an outlet for our emotions (think binging). 

It's also a way of sharing our joy with loved ones. A lot can 

happen over coffee, but a lot more happens over food, on 

food, and about food. Food is unavoidable on all occasions-

formal or celebratory. In fact, food is a major way of 

ensuring attendance at these events. So, food is also a 

lure. It ranks high among the things of allure to people. 

Most people don‟t (can‟t) really care about anything as long 

as (unless) their intestinal demands are properly met. Food 

has a lot of manipulative potential for people. If what we 

intake really affects our behaviour, put food at the top of the 

list of things that can influence people. Isn‟t this why most 

meetings and negotiations take place over food? There is 

nothing like a well-made dish to win us over. The 

consequences of the deficiency of even the most harmless 

sounding food component can shock you. Food can affect 

us through all the primary senses - sight of a delicious 

chocolate cake in the glass shelf of a shop, smell of good 

cooking from the neighbourhood, talk about that mouth-

watering treat you always wanted to try - all are tantalizing 

and tempting enough. Good food should not only taste 

good; it should smell good, look good, what's more - feel 

good (before and after). Food habits of a person are one of 

the determinants of his/her personality. If you're too self-

indulgent about food, you're termed a glutton. If you eat too 

little, you're supposedly having an eating disorder. You can 

be a messy eater or a fussy eater. You can eat like a bird or 

guzzle like a pig. And the thing about food is, whatever your 

attitude towards it, it shows - as extra layer of fat on your 

body - or its absence thereof.  

  

Food, can therefore be a source of much mental distress 

because like many things of relevance to humanity, it too 

falls within the all-encompassing purview of the morality 

and etiquette police. There are do‟s and don‟ts regarding 

food also. But nothing beats that mental agony when you 

suddenly can‟t find the right thing to satisfy that searing pain 

in your gut that says: „It‟s time to eat!‟ And at that time, 

nothing else enters our consciousness except the thought 

of food. And no philosophy or principle comes in handy. 

When you have to eat, you have to eat. Everything else 

takes the back seat. It‟s no wonder; the only thing that runs 

strictly on schedule here, is the mess. Anything else can be 

in a chronic timing mess, perpetually getting delayed, 

moved around in favour of other things, but as long as the 

food served on time, everybody‟s happy. The question of 

whether a special issue is needed aside, if there‟s one, 

what better topic to fill its pages than food? Would any other 

subject incite commensurate attention? I seriously doubt it, 

and I rest my case. 

 Aurn K. (EE) 
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If you wish to join Voices, or wish to contribute an article, or have any comments, write to us at voices.iisc@gmail.com. 

Food Special Issue 
 

Dear all, 
Voices is delighted to present a food special issue next. We invite your opinions on food places in campus and 
restaurants near campus. You could give us a review of a restaurant, share recipes or food related experiences. You 
could send in your cartoons or sketches too. We look forward to your articles to make this a gourmet affair.  
 

Kindly mail us your articles to the following e-mail id. – voices.iisc@gmail.com 
 

Thank you. 
Bon appétit! 

 


