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Energy Efficient Biomass Cook-Stoves 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More than three billion people worldwide cook in their 
homes using traditional fire and stoves, burning biomass 
fuels like wood, dung and crop waste. Day in and day out, 

for hours at a time, families breathe in lethal fumes from 
these cooking fires. Indoor Air Pollution currently claims the 
lives of 1.5 million people a year worldwide. Women and 
children make up 85% of these deaths due to their 
increased exposure in the home. 
 
The solution is this problem is not fossil fuels like LPG and 
natural gas as they are not affordable to everyone. So we 
need to consider ways to improve biomass combustion and 
produce less smoke. There are several energy efficient 
biomass cook stoves available in the market which exactly 
serves the purpose. 
 
In an effort to create awareness about energy efficient 
biomass stoves, Students‘ council Environmental 
committee sponsored stoves manufactured by Envirofit 
India for the Pongal celebration by Tamil Peravai. 
 
Envirofit claims their cookstoves can reduce emissions by 
as much as 80%, use up to 60% less fuel and reduce 
cooking cycle time by up to 50% compared to traditional 
cooking fires. 

 

S.M. Mohanasundaram (Physics),  

Environmental Initiatives committee 
 

 

Connect With Global Alumni - Engage - Achieve Your Career Goals 

Join The IIScAA Knowledge Exchange Programme Today. 
 
―I should thank the IIScAA Knowledge Exchange Program 
for helping me out to find a post-doctoral position abroad. I 
am getting a lot of benefits while interacting with my 
mentors regarding my resume, career interests etc…‖ 
Namrata Bora, Indian Institute of Science. 
 
Objective of IIScAA Knowledge Exchange Programme is to 
facilitate collaborative flow of knowledge and experience 
among the global IISc community, to inspire and build the 
next generation of entrepreneurs and researchers for the 
nation. For more details visit - http://iiscaa.parjanya.net 
 
Benefits for students by being part of this online 
programme: 

 Find and connect with your fellow IIScians, alumni 
from around the world. 

 Engage with successful alumni as Mentors to 
launch your career. 

 Participate in peer discussion groups on higher 
studies, entrepreneurship, career success. 

 Learn about industry, career and research trends 
from conversations with your senior alumni. 

 Access videos, blogs, based on your career 
aspirations & interests. 

 
Over 2,200 of global IIScians are already on the 
programme. Why not you? 
 
How to register? 
Write to your Community Ambassador at 
ca_iiscaakep@parjanya.net with your personal email id, 
course detail & SR number. As soon as your IISc affiliation 
is verified, you will be intimated with an email along with the 
Login credentials. Or call your Community Ambassador 
today at +91 99640 25541.  

 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by authors in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect opinions, beliefs 

and viewpoints of Voices or official policies of Voices. However, this does not apply to the editorial content in this newsletter. 
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National Conference on Communications 
 

  
 

The Seventeenth National Conference on Communications 
(NCC 2011) was held in the National Science Seminar 
Complex (NSSC) at the Indian Institute of Science during 
28

th
-30

th
 January, 2011. NCC is India's premier annual 

conference organized by the Joint Telematics Group (JTG) 
consisting of IITs and IISc. The JTG is a coordinating body 
whose main role is to facilitate the conduct of the annual 
conference and closer interaction of academia, industry and 
government in the broad area of communications.  
 
The conference featured three symposia in the areas of 

Communications, Networks and Signal Processing. There 
were six tutorials, talks on different areas of 
communications, networks and signal processing which 
included three plenary talks, ten invited talks and 96 paper 
presentations. There were sponsors talks and a panel 
discussion on the topic 'Enhancing IEEE's role for the 
Indian Engineering Community'. One of the key attraction 
was on the plenary talk given by Vijay Kumar Saraswat, 
Scientific Advisor to the Defence Minister and Secretary, 
Defence R&D on 'Next Generation Military Networks'. More 
details are available on http://www.ncc.org.in/ncc2011 

 

Jithin K. S. (ECE ) 

Photo Credits: NCC Organising Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Change in Steering Committee Member 
 

Narayana Reddy (MECHENG), existing member of Steering Committee, seeks to formally step out of the SC activities. 
The office bearers have decided to nominate Manoj Kumar Mahala (CPDM) in his place. Narayana has kindly accepted 
to informally volunteer in the activities of SC. 
 

SC is grateful for the important issues Narayana has brought to the notice of SC w.r.t improving Student ID cards, 
Student Amenities and Hostels. His leaving SC follows his thesis submission and we sincerely wish the best for him. 
 

Manoj has been very active and his contribution always comprised the essential part of SC activities. Given his prompt 
and important service so far, SC is pleased to formally welcome him onto the Steering Committee. 
 

Students' Council 

 
IISc Researchers Map Hot Spots to Set Up Solar Power Plants 

 
Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science are mapping India‘s solar hot spots—where round-the-year sunlight 
makes it viable for companies to set up solar power plants. Rajasthan, Gujarat and Karnataka have been identified as 
the states that receive enough sunlight throughout the year to merit large commercial solar plants. 
 
―Coastal parts of Kerala, Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh are ideal states to set up small plants for 
domestic use, like solar cooker and solar water heater,‖ Ramachandra said.  
 
Rishabh Jain, a member of the research group, said most other states and metro cities receive sunlight only during the 
summer. ―Hence, those places are not favourable. For instance, Delhi is the hottest in summer, but the winters do not 
receive (enough) sunlight,‖ he said. 
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Where to Meet? (A Telephonic Tête-à-Tête) 
 

Anupam: Garuda mall...? 
 

Deepsikha: No mall yaar, too much crowd, not this time.. 
 

Anupam: Outer ring road, just where it meets the Mysore 
road... Ya ya.. Exactly... Just at the junction... The 
rendezvous point... I'll be there at 4 p.m. on the dot.... 
You know the place, right?!! 
 

Deepsikha: Come on, just went there few days ago.. 
How can I forget? There's a big banyan tree at the 
junction... About to touch the sky.... Vehicles turning 
towards right... Huge honks always... That's the place you 
are talking about right... Ufff... awesome, what-a-
selection(sarcastic!)..!!!! 
 

Anupam: So what... it's gonna be great.... Little away 
from home.. We'll go to a place, a secret place.... Only 
both of us and peace... And have you ever looked at the 
tree?? It seems that it wants to kiss the sun, the moon, 
the stars.... That's why it grows slowly, silently, 
imperceptibly... Ok, ok, sorry baba, leave it, no MORE 
nautaunki.... so, ya, its final.. dot 4... just be there on 
time.... See ya.. 

 

( Exactly at four o'clock fiancé and fiancée both came and 

see a colossal flat... not a single attribute of the big 

banyan tree... Both were awestruck... little perplexed...!!! )  
 

Deepsikha: A-N-U-P-A-M, where are you? It's been so 
long..... I am waiting for you at the place you told... But, 
no banyan tree... What happened to that biggie? 
 

Anupam: Me too... Here I am.. But the tree - no sign at 
all... a big building, guarding like a demon! Don't worry... 
You just chill out and hold up... I am just behind it. 
 

Deepsikha: I am at the front! Madding crowd, heavy 
traffic, horrible horns... As if I am also flowing with them.... 
Just be where you are... I'll find you, honey. 
 

Anupam: No Deeps, listen, there is crowd here too... 
Can't hear -- what you're saying... You just be there... I 
am taking the right.... 
 

Deepsikha: Hey, I can't figure out your words... Should I 
go towards left? Please, don't go anywhere else. Arrre, 
no, no... oh God (to self)... I can't hear a single word... 
crap!!! (disgust)... God knows, what happened to the 
banyan tree (to self)!!!! 
 

(Fiancé and fiancée, both start circling round the building 

complex holding their cell phones..... With the Hope that 

sometime they will definitely meet... :-) ) 

 

------- Deep-Pam or Vice versa 

Disclaimer:All characters appearing in this work are fictitious. Any 

resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental. 

 

Prasenjit Biswas (SERC/CEDT)  
 

A Valentine Day Dedication 
 
Disclaimer: All characters appearing in this work are 
mathematical. Any resemblance to non mathematical 
objects, real persons, living or dead, is purely subjective 
and should be communicated with the author. Any 
phrase that might seem like a dedication is purely a 
figment of somebody's imagination. 
 

 
A 'Real' love story 

 

Once there was a real mathematical constant called pi 

Who dreamt lofty and kept his standards high, 

While everyone deemed him irrational, 

He knew he was extremely rational, 

Dreamy, unyielding and smart but extremely shy. 

 

Pi found a complex number quite attractive, 

She was, however, of a different argand native, 

So they exchanged only furtive glances, 

And there were absolutely no advances, 

'Love or attraction?': This made pi very restive. 

 

Constant 'e^i' was pi's best pal, 

Who often boosted his high morale, 

e^i was fed up with the glancing game, 

So she rotated pi to his dame, 

Now our hero was next to his dream gal. 

 

While talking to her did, to pi, it impart, 

That she was no longer throbbing his heart, 

He wanted unconditional love as her trait, true, 

But familiarity breeds contempt, had worked to prove , 

That his attraction was real but his LOVE was an 

imaginary part! 
_____________________________________________ 
  

Pre-requisites: 
 

 You should know that 'pi' is an irrational number. 

 Real numbers are assumed to live on the x-axis of the 
argand diagram. 

 Unless otherwise mentioned, complex numbers mean 
real and imaginary parts of the number are non-zero. 

 e^i when used with an angle and applied to a number, 
'rotates' the number. 

 A taste for irony. 
 
The poem chronicles the story of 'pi' who was 
attracted to a complex number. The story tries to 
portray the dichotomy between attraction and love 
and the irony of realization by confrontation. 

 
Srikanth B. Pai (ECE) 
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Insanity Unlimited-7 
 

He bestrode the world like a colossus. The scene of people eating 
out of his hands was a sight to watch. It was one of those periods 
in his life when anything he touched transformed itself into gold. 
As if by a sleight-of-hand, he could send a mob of people into a 
hysterical frenzy. He was capable of conniving, capturing, 
catapulting, annihilating; you name it, he could do it. He, however, 
led the life of a recluse. Very rarely did he venture out. He never 
carried any paper or plastic money. He wore white most of the 
time. A glimpse of him could only be had after camping outside his 
house for months together and making countless entreaties; and 
so went the juggernaut until a shrill cry from a vegetable vendor 
woke me up.  
 
These, in fact, are substances of which undiluted dreams of an 
uninitiated amateur are made up of. Once you declare yourself to 
be a IISc student, there are certain things that you do not do, not 
even in your dreams, like dressing in all white, king-making attire, 
and making a sleight-of- hand here and another there, and driving 
crowds to a frenzy. You are expected to be pragmatic, stoic, stolid, 
and question everything that may challenge your cognizance. 
Likewise, you are not expected to let your hair down and party all 
night. Similarly, if and when you feel amused you should smile 
with your lips pursed .No laughing aloud and stuff like that. When 
you eat, you should never inhale the outside air- your mouth 
should only open to intake the food, and then you should chew in 
gradual circular motion within the complete privacy of your 
mouth‘s confinement. If you violate any or all of the above, you are 
liable to be prosecuted for conduct unbecoming of an IISc-ian. 
 
I have just discovered that freedom is something more difficult to 
handle. As someone recently remarked that the process of our 
evolution from our ancestors is still not complete; therefore, any 
latitude that is offered to us in terms of leverage is not utilized the 
way it should be. Now, let us check on the talking tapes. All great 
discussions are held over dinner or lunch at international 
conventions. People make a toast to one another after the signing 
ceremonies are over. The subject matter of such discussions 
could be anything related to handing over of trespassing 
fishermen, to an agreement to meet again. Legend has it that the 
food joints of IISc including the mess were vibrant places of 
intellectual stimulation not so long ago. But there is a feeling in the 
air that we are missing out on the opportunity to cash in on the 
environment that the institute provides. Such set pieces ought to 
be made better use of. On one such occasion, I was surprised at 
my own imprudence when I found that the gist of what I was 
talking to a fellow hostel mate was something related to our daily 
routine and of little consequence to either of us. Let us all try and 
cultivate a point of view on all issues, and have a stand on all of 
them. This will only give us more clarity in our thoughts, ultimately 
leading to a better unison amongst thought, speech, and action. 
 
Consider this: A person you have never talked to; he could be 
someone in the outermost periphery of your recollection zone. At 
most, he could be termed as a casual acquaintance. You will be 

surprised to note that such people are the ones who make a direct 
or indirect impression on your life. Many a time, it has so 
happened that the people with whom we dine daily are the ones 
with whom we end up discussing the fire ‘n ice hairstyle of Mr. X, 
or how closely the hairdo of Mr. Y represented a volcanic eruption; 
we do not move forward. There is hardly any discernible 
improvement in the quality of our discourses. You feel that you 
need someone to talk to because you were brought up being 
gregarious. In the process you are losing out on vital time 
necessary for silent introspection. The more you talk, the more 
you gyrate away from your centre of gravity, and more importantly, 
you may, unknowingly, be gnawing at the entrails of your listener. 
On the other hand, the silent story is more remarkable. Persons 
who believe in us can silently end up signing an important 
recommendation for us, without our even knowing anything about 
the favour done to us. Such debts can never be paid back 
because we are not even aware of them. Ironically, our chutzpah 
for this person can only make a third person feel pity for us. This, 
you see, is the beauty of the whole situation. Here silence is more 
eloquent than words spoken by lesser mortals. Celebrate solitude 
and seclusion or self imposed reclusion. Identify the silence within, 
and remember that silence will only register its presence when all 
commotion ceases, when tranquility descends, and when we are 
at ease with ourselves, our conditions, and our surroundings. 
 
We are all living on borrowed time, on borrowed space, on 
borrowed luxury, and as if this was not enough, our insouciance is 
next to none. Ask the parents of a 20 something young man what 
sacrifices are involved to put up with the absence of the only boy 
in the family. Ask the wife and kids of a slightly more aged 
individual about the pains that they have to undergo to make ends 
meet. Ask yourself:  QIP or sponsored candidates who are out 
here in IISc. Their immediate superiors back in the office, who, till 
yesterday, had got quite habituated to their presence, are now 
finding it extremely difficult to cope up with the additional 
workload. In short, there are sacrifices galore wherever you look, 
with no dearth of examples. This is not to exhort you or to demean 
you; all we need to do is take a good hard look at some facts of 
our life. We would better remember that this is someone else‘s 
party and we are his invited guests;  eating his cooked food, 
momentarily living in his luxurious apartment,  shortly about to hit 
the road that leads us to our mundane realities.  
 
 My deepest regards are reserved for that person who has 
managed to find some order in this haphazardly written piece.  It is 
something like an art movie. For the benefit of the uninitiated, a 
film can be categorized as an art movie if and only if an actor in 
the movie responds obliquely to a straight sentence spoken to him 
by his co-actor, and that too after pondering over it for 5±2 long 
minutes! 
 
―The woods are lovely, dark, and deep, but I have promises to 
keep; And miles to go before I sleep, and miles to go before I 
sleep.‖  –  Robert Frost. 

 

SubrataChakrabarti (MECHENG) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IISc to Use IIT-JEE Scores for Admission to B. Sc. Programme 
 

The Indian Institute of Science will use the scores of Indian Institute of Technology Joint Entrance Examination, popularly known as 
IIT-JEE, for enrolling candidates into its four year Bachelor of Science (B. Sc.) programme from the academic session 2011. As per 
sources, the institute will use four more entrance exams apart from IIT-JEE to select 120 students for its B. Sc. programme. 
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Some Undeclared Rules of IISc 

 
So another academic session has taken off in IISc. New joinees 
might be getting accustomed to the place gradually and enjoying 
their stay at IISc. However, I find some rules that we IIScians 
follow quite religiously aren't mentioned in any code of conduct or 
rulebook. We're following these norms to ensure healthy academic 
environment, personal hygiene and national interests. I would love 
to mention these undeclared rules of IISc for the benefit of the 
entire community. 
 
1.  As you know, per capita food consumption in our country is 
very low compared to developed nations. Many of us consider it 
as a parameter of prosperity of a nation. So our objective is to 
consume as much food as we can. Since we can't eat more than 
what we need, at least we can throw it. So we regularly take 
around ten-twenty times food we need in mess and throw away 
remaining food. Our daily target is to throw at least one kilogram of 
food at both lunch and dinner. You must try to waste at least one 
ton of food a year in national interest. Many idiots who lack 
foresight and vision usually complain about our practice and 
regularly complain about environmental issues related to food 
wastage, food security and blah blah. Please ignore all such idiots 
and throw away food religiously. 
 
2. Water usage is another important concern that we are very 
serious about. Water is essential for our personal hygiene as well. 
Therefore, we follow these protocols in IISc. First, water tap must 
be kept open at full flow while brushing your teeth and shaving. 
This practice is also observed at mess. For our personal 
cleanliness, we apply soap on every finger one by one and 
meanwhile, all the time, the tap must be kept flowing. Meanwhile, 
we can chat with our friends or attend a call. Since we are busy 
researchers, we shouldn't waste time in closing the tap. Once you 
are done, then if you like you can close the tap. If you leave it 
open (or half open) it will be much more appreciated. Similarly, in 
hostels when we are washing your face to become a Hollywood 
star, we apply soap/face wash at least a dozen times and during 

all this time water should keep flowing. We shouldn't bother about 
80% of Indian populace who have to struggle even for clean 
drinking water or underground water reducing drastically. Here we 
give high importance to hygiene, for example, to wash a 
handkerchief we use at least ten buckets of water. Our target is to 
waste at least one million liters of water every year. Because of 
our efficiency here, usually we face water scarcity in summer. At 
that time, we religiously blame institute authorities and BMC 
because we can perform much better if they cooperate with us all 
the year. We should never think that in this city itself there are 
more than five million people like us for whom water is a basic 
necessity. 
 
Again some idiots here teach us about water scarcity problem, 
energy issues related to water pumping and related environmental 
issues. Here also, we ignore such idiots with one exception. To 
save water, we never flush the toilet after use. 
 
3. Power consumption is also a key issue that needs to be 
addressed. To improve our power consumption we never switch 
off our computers even when they are not in use. In our hostel 
rooms, labs or class rooms or anywhere else, we never switch off 
lights and fans even if we are the last ones to leave the room. We 
need to improve a lot on this front to match per capita power 
consumption of western countries. Since people living outside who 
face load shedding or poor farmers who commit suicide because 
their crops fail due to lack of power for irrigation can't help us 
much, it becomes our moral responsibility to waste as much power 
as we can. You should understand that it is an IIScian's burden 
and we can't say no to it. Again some idiots talk of energy problem 
and relate it with global warming and climate changes. As usual 
we should ignore them. 
 
 
I sincerely request everyone in IISc community to help us in this 
noble cause. 

 

Abhijit Khopkar (CSA)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hostel Facilities for the Coming Year 

 
Sir, 
 
This is something which I have been worried about for the past one year. Unfortunately the issue comes up only during the time of 
admissions and then everyone forgets about it. It is regarding the new hostel facility that is coming up. Being a boarder of PD block, 
every day morning on my way to the mess I stare at the new hostel building and wonder when it is gonna be complete. I'm worried 
about its progress and I feel insecure about the new admissions coming up. 
 
Last year the hostel facility was inadequate and around 200 students were accommodated on an adhoc basis. Rather than being 
comfortable, the students were cramped up into rooms and kept like sheep. Though the students council and administration tried 
hard to provide decent accommodation, some of our friends had to struggle it out. 
 
This time as there are bachelors students also coming in. I feel that even adhoc measures cannot be done. The Students‘ Council 
and the administration have to know the graveness of the situation and the students at large have the right to know what they are 
going to face in the near future. 
 
Hence I request you to throw some light into the situation. Please give us some idea of the preparations taken for the next batch 
coming up. What is the plan for the new hostel complex? Will it be complete by the next batch admissions (though i dont think it 
would be as the plastering is still going on). If the completion is not in slight, what are the alternate arrangements? 
 

             Thanks and regards, 
 

Joseph Vimal Vas (EE)  
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Noices News 

Twilight Fan Falls for Albino Researcher. Noices Investigates 
 
India‘s premier research institute IISc, witnessed its own 
version of Twilight, the foremost love saga of our era as 
dramatic circumstances led to research scholar Naazuk 
‗Swan‘ Kali (ECE) finding the love of her life in the form of, 
the eccentric albino researcher, Yedward Gorabankar 
(Aero) 
 
At around 2am on 14th February, 2011, danger magnet 
Naazuk Kali was leaving the ECE lab for her hostel. Her 
walk along Gulmohar Marg led to Ms. Naazuk getting 
caught in the crossfire of a turf war between two packs of 
dogs. Ms. Naazuk showed great presence of mind and 
immediately screamed for help in a high pitched voice. 
 
Fortunately, Yedward who was returning from his 
department (Aero) happened to be passing through the 
area and he immediately rushed to her help. However he 
was soon to discover that even his combat abilities were 
not enough to keep two gangs of canine mafia at bay. 
Again, fortunately, by another coincidence, Facob Black 
(MECHENG) an MS (by Research) student happened to be 
present in the vicinity and he came to their rescue. Finally, 
Yedward and Facob (with some moral support from 
Naazuk) were able to fight back the dogs. 
 
―Usually, I go back from lab with my lab-mate Khoom B 
Karan. However, that day, Khoom fell asleep in the lab only. 
So, I had to walk back alone. You know, I was so scared 
when Yedward could not fight back the dogs. But suddenly, 
Feku jumped out of the bushes. At first I did not recognise 
him. I could not see his face properly. Especially since he 
was wearing only a bermuda.‖ Ms. Naazuk said. 
 
Facob tactfully avoided the questions by The Noices Team 
enquiring what he was doing in the bushes at that time of 
the night. ―I heard the high pitched scream for help and ran 
towards the source‖ Facob said. 
 
Soon after these events, both Yedward and Facob 
professed their affections for Naazuk who after some soul 
searching decided to reciprocate Yedward‘s feelings. 
Facob, although heartbroken is reported to be coping 
decently and is learning to ―let go‖. 
 
In celebration of Naazuk and Yedward getting hooked up, 
The Noices Team was invited to the Gorabankar household 
for dinner. There they revealed to Noices, the reason for the 
Gorabankar family‘s gifted abilities like combat skills, 
impeccable ethics, good looks, and penchant for helping 
those in distress. ―We are on a special diet. A special diet of 
Baingan ka Bharta ‖ said Yedward‘s father Dr. Chikna 
Gorabankar who is a dentist. ―We owe all our super human 
abilities to our meals of Baingan ka Bharta. Also, it builds 
character‖ he added. 
 
―In fact we welcome others into our family by giving them a 

dish of Baingan ka Bharta‖ said Yedward Gorabankar. We 
intend to do the same when we welcome Naazuk into our 
family‖. Naazuk expressed her desire to be baptised into 
the Gorabankar family by Yedward himself and said ―I want 
you to do it for me‖ and blushed. Yedward replied ―Yes I will 
cook Baingan ka Bharta for you‖ and everybody blushed. 
 
Noices, a media organisation dedicated to bringing its 
readers more than just facts, decided to make an attempt to 
unravel this Twilight phenomenon that is sweeping women 
the world over (off their feet). 
 
Thinkers within the Noices Team immediately pointed out 
that although everything ended well, there are many 
questions that remain unanswered. Why did Naazuk 
choose the cold Yedward over the perennially warm Facob? 
Is it because of the approaching summer? Does it have 
anything to do with the tropical climate of India? It does 
seem like a lucrative idea to possess a hand held, portable 
cooler like Yedward during the summer months. Noices 
attempts to understand this and other mysteries buried 
deep within the ocean of infinite permutations that is the 
female mind 
 
As is the case with all revolutionary ideas, Twilight has had 
its share of critics. Especially those who disagree with the 
portrayal of its female lead as an accident prone damsel 
always in requirement of protection. However, surprisingly, 
Twilight has received great support from feminist groups. 
―Twilight portrays eternal love. You mard log do not 
understand. The idea of a 108 year old virgin vampire 
waiting for his true love is a symbol of women's 
empowerment.‖ said Mrs. Marungi Belan the president of a 
leading feminist group in Bangalore. Noices decided not to 
disagree with Mrs. Belan. 
 
In addition, Twilight and other love sagas have given a 
substantial boost to global economy. ―Twilight has been a 
real shot in the arm for my business. Since its advent, I 
have seen an increase in the sale of fairness cream, lip 
balm for men and bermudas.‖ said Rosesh Chaddiwala the 
owner of a fashion outlet in Malleshwaram . ―Interestingly, 
as the story unfolded and Jacob got ditched we have 
noticed a dip in the sale of bermudas‖ he added. 
 
Hollywood has already made movies out the first 3 books 
and the fourth and last movie is eagerly awaited. Grapevine 
sources have indicated that Bollywood might soon join the 
bandwagon and roll out its own version to be directed by 
experimental film maker Ram Gopal Varma. Noices 
contacted Mr. Varma and made a request for an interview 
with him and his cast. Ram Gopal Varma is yet to respond 
to Noices‘ request. 
 
A spokesperson from love story manufacturer publisher 
Mills and Boon said, ―A common myth being propagated is 



FEBRUARY 2011             -7- 
 
that reading high fantasy romance like Mills and Boon, 
Danielle Steele and Twilight tends to build up the 
expectations to such a level that later on, readers find it 
difficult to accept that it is extremely difficult if not 
impossible to find such men in real life. This is nothing more 
than a myth. Look at Naazuk Kali. Her fantasy came true‖ 
said the spokesperson and pointed at the Gorabankar 
family. 
 

Noices was very eager to get the views of research scholar 
cum institute diva Sundari Trilok on this matter. Ms Trilok is 
considered an authority and an influential person with 
considerable clout on matters of the heart within the 
institute. Sundari Trilok said ―You know something, men will 
keep coming and going, in and out of fashion. But, a 
beautiful woman never goes out of fashion‖ and winked at 
the Noices Team at which point, most of the men in Noices 
were too weak in the knees to ask any further questions. 

 

Arjun Shetty (ECE/MRC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cake and the Gift 

 

 

 

 

Prasenjit Biswas (SERC/CEDT)  

 

IISc Designs India’s First 

Needleless Drug Device 
 

Scientists at the Indian 
Institute of Science have 
designed a pen-shaped, 
needleless drug delivery 
device, the first such in India 
that will use supersonic 
shock waves for painless 
delivery of medicines into the 
body. 
 
Aerospace, molecular and 
cell biology researchers at 
the institute have combined 
their expertise to develop the 
prototype of the device that 
is expected to start selling in 
two-and-a-half years, after 
human trials are completed, 
said Dipshikha Chakravortty, 
a faculty member at the 
Department of Microbiology 
and Cell Biology at IISc and 
a co-author of the research 
paper. The device will cost 
$200 (around Rs9,000) and 
can be reused, reducing the 
cost.  
 
The IISc team that included 
Jagadeesh, Chakravortty, 
Divya Prakash G., Rakesh 
S.G., Uday Sankar Allam, M. 
Gopala Krishna and 
Sandeepa M. Eswarappa 
published the paper in the 
Clinical and Vaccine 
Immunology journal. The 
researchers also discovered 
that vaccine given through 
this device provides better 
protection than when 
administered orally. 
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A Treasure Hunt 
 

 
 

Last word: Just as we have the movie server(s), it will be very helpful to the student community to have a server which 
will give current status of water in different hostel blocks. 

Illustration and Text: Jithin K. S. (ECE) 
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2011 to Be Observed As 'Year of Chemistry' 
 

Indian scientists, research scholars and students began celebrating 2011 as the International Year of Chemistry (IYC) 
for the achievements and contributions made by this important branch of science to the well-being of humankind. 
 
―The new year will be celebrated as the IYC in line with the resolution adopted by the 63rd general assembly of the 
United Nations in December 2008, with Unesco and the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) 
organising the year-long event,‖ eminent scientist CNR Rao said, inaugurating the celebrations at the premier Indian 
Institute of Science. The year also coincides with the centenary year of the Nobel Prize for chemistry to Marie Curie 
(1867-1934) for her discovery of radioactivity. 

 


