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Bicycle drive 
 
Students’ council Volunteers’ have collected around 25 
unused/unclaimed bicycles from inside Campus. This 
was done by first labeling the seemingly unused 
bicycles in the Campus, and then waiting for two 
months, in case someone comes to claim the labeled 
bicycle. Mechanics were arranged from outside 
Campus to repair these cycles. 50% bicycles have 
been allotted to students and 50% will be kept for 
common use by students in campus. 
 
Water and cleaning problem in hostels 
 
Severe shortage of water is being faced in E, F and P-
Block Hostels. There is, however, no representation 
from P-block in the Hostel Committee of Students' 
Council. Same situation has been found in Mrigasira 
Girls Hostel, where girl students’ have been reporting 
that most of their complaints remain unattended. The 
Complaints Office, on the other hand, claimed to have 
corrected the blockage problem, and the functioning of 
bathrooms in Mrigasira last week.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B-Mess Bill 

Mess Bill for B-mess in month of May-June-July was 
found to be much higher in comparison to its own bill 
on other months and also in comparison to the mess 
bills of A-mess and C-mess in same and other months. 
In the June-July duration, a higher Mess bill was 
deducted from the Bank Accounts of a significant 
number of students from B mess with the Hostel 
Authorities blaming it on software/calculation problems.  

Mess committee has submitted a report to Hostel office 
and to SC, explaining, “After studying the price of bills 
of items and daily issue sheets of B mess , we the B-
mess committee have come to the conclusion that 
either there was gross theft of materials or there was 
gross wastage of materials in terms of procurement by 
mess supervisor and daily issue by head cook in B-
mess during the period of May-June 2009...and in this 
pilferage, the mess committee was helpless; because 
neither the amount of vegetable ordered or the daily 
ration issued is controlled by the mess committee.” 
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SC had a common meeting with hostel authorities, 
Mess committee, mess supervisors and with B-mess 
cooks. Meeting couldn’t come to a final conclusion as 
data was found insufficient. SC has requested to 
Hostel office for providing complete data so some 
conclusion can be made to avoid such mis happenings 
in future. 
 
Consuming Hard drinks in Gymkhana premises 
 
Some cases have been found, that of students’, and 
the relatives of employees and faculty, consuming hard 
drinks at gymkhana location at late night, and then 
misbehaving with the security guard, the gymcafe shop 
keeper, and with other students’. With these activities 
becoming more and more frequent these days, strict 
action will be taken, and/or a fine will be charged, 
against any such activity in the future. 
 
Internet restriction to I GB per week 

SERC, IISc is planning to implement an Internet 
download limit of 1GB on all students of the institute. In 
this regard, SC had a meeting with Chairman, SERC 
along with some other technical experts to discuss the 
limitations of this step, and, its possible benefits. He 
explained that the download limit of 1GB is kept on trial 
basis and can be increased if required (based on the 
individual’s ‘academic’ requirements only). In that 
situation, he said, the benefit would be that movies and 
audios files can be downloaded any time through the 
day, and also, IISc might see an increase in the 
Internet speed. He strongly believes that the decision 
would be beneficial for the institutes' community. 

Laptop drive  
 
The faculty, students’, staff can now avail a great 
discount on purchasing a Laptop from Dell. Students’ 
Council has negotiated with Dell to register IISc with 
their Bangalore Centre, so that all future purchases 
from the institute come at a discounted price. The 
procedure is as follows; 

 Go to  www.dell.co.in and configure your laptop. 
 Mail your configuration along with your contact 

details to: 
        Nancy A, Dell India Pvt. Ltd.,  
        Email: nancy_a@dell.com  
        Direct #:080-2510-6173*, Mob-9535060035  
(For further details, you can also directly call Nancy)                                        
                                                    

Students’ Council. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Yearn to Learn 

Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were 
to live forever. - Mahatma Gandhi  

A line that epitomizes the importance of learning in our 
lives. The hearth of knowledge is so deep and it's 
tapestry so wide that every little spark of learning will still 
be a small distance covered. We as students of higher 
education realize this. There are times when you will 
want to take every other course and even that may not 
seem enough to answer your questions. You may drink 
the thoughts from every research paper in the last few 
years in your area and it may still not quench the thirst of 
finding something different. You may spend hours 
googling, keeping alerts to keep yourself abreast of 
what's happening where, and you may still be far from 
discovering that little concept that will form your research 
title. The breadth and the depth of the topic will be 
eternally debated and you will find the cerebral 
capacities being challenged, there will be cognitive 
overload and you will wish the working memory had a 
greater capacity. Do not wrack your Broca's area, the 
solution isn't that simple; it is not being a little genie and 
granting you umpteen wishes. 

This knowledge pedestal will help you discover the joy of 
learning. There will be turbulent times and there will be 
party-ing moments; and in all that you need to remember 
never to say, "Oh! I know it all.", because that reeks of 
ignorance. There is always more to learn, more to 
discover and more to ponder over... 

Bask in these moments and let your thoughts take a 
flight....Happy Learning! 

Voices is working round the clock to ensure that we keep 
up the monthly tempo and with more Voice-ians 
graduating, it is getting more challenging every day... 

We are looking forward to having new members, to pass 
on the baton of sweat, sincerity and sensible 
writing...come join us and let the keyboard sing! 

                                               

  Madhurima Das (MGMT) 
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 “A friend in need is a friend indeed”, a famous saying 
which everybody feels and enjoys. But very few of us 
are there indeed to help, in any real sense, those who 
really need it. Inspired by the famous saying by 
Aristotle, “The greatest virtues are those which are the 
most useful to others”, the "Help the Needy" movement 
is an initiative by a group of IISc students, who have 
come forward to support and extend their love to the 
people in need. 

We, the privileged ones, who have plum jobs in our 
hands and a sound career ahead, do not, at times, get 
an opportunity (although we often have the intent) to 
help the less privileged members of our society. It is 
always the moral duty of a better-placed person to help 
the lower one and just the right attitude and will power 
is needed. 

“Help the Needy” is the initiative of a handful of 
students who came forward with the objective of 
helping people primarily by collecting second-hand 
items that are in good condition but which we would 
normally have discarded or not used anymore such as 
mattresses, buckets, mugs, old clothes, shoes, etc. 
and distributing them to the needy and secondly with 
donations. 

As every year, this year too, the boxes for collection of 
things were kept near the mess (A, B and C) and in all 
the hostels, where students could drop in whatever 
they wished. Then once in a week sorting was carried 
out and selected items were packed in boxes donated 
by SERC and TATA book house. 

The group has been working thoroughly and whole 
heartedly since 2007. They have successfully made 
these donation trips to "New Ark Mission of India", "The 
Bangalore Friend-in-Need Society" which is a home for 
the aged followed by Annapurna Ashram for Children”, 
"Sri Rakum School for the Blind" and "Samarthanam 
Trust for The Disabled" as well as "Hope India Mission 
& Institute". In 2008 they had also helped flood 
affected people in Bihar. 

A good number of students of IISc pass out and leave 
the institute every year. Their contribution in terms of 
donating items that they shall no longer be using is 
important. Thus, this small group of students from our 

IISc, with a noble cause in mind, decided to take a step 
to help needy children, old and sick people with the 
things which may be useless for us yet of value to 
others. 

Their work may appear like just a single drop in an 
entire ocean but three cheers to them because the 
ocean is made up of tiny little drops like this itself! 

Interested may contact Uday at: 
usallam@mcbl.iisc.ernet.in 

 

Deepti (MRDG)  
with inputs from Uday (MCBL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

                                

 

 

Real Page 3: Help the needy 
In this issue, Voices wants to salute Help The 
Needy for their real contribution to serve 
mankind. 

Govt-approved increments less than what panel 
had recommended 

The Centre has snipped the annual increments 
recommended for teachers at the IITs and IIMs under a 
new pay regime, shuffling existing hierarchies in a 
move that could trigger a protracted protest from faculty 
members. 

"City lost over 60 percent of green cover in a few 
decades", T V Ramachandra 

Environmental experts are convinced the City is 
gradually turning into a desert. “The City’s average 
temperature, as per our research, has increased by 3-4 
degrees. This is because we have lost over 60 percent 
of the green cover in the City within a span of a few 
decades. If this continues, we will be badly affected,” 
cautioned Dr T V Ramachandra, Scientist, Centre for 
Ecological Sciences (CES), IISc. 
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Need for a good database 

Whole world is making the best use of IT. Bus to flight 
bookings, ordering Pizza to booking a Car, Banking, 
Courier, Health Care, etc. are a few to quote. Each one 
of us is using these services (if not all, at least one of 
these) in our day to day life. In recent times, all the 
educational and research institutions (both Private and 
Government institutions including IITs) have automated 
administration of all the academic activities. 

I am very surprised to see that there is still lack of a 
good database, even at this point in time, in our 
institution. IISc can implement a proper database. This 
has many advantages over the present system of 
administration. Professors can have a detailed track 
record of their students (those doing project or 
attending the course work), where in the administration 
and evaluation becomes very effective and easier. On 
the other hand, each student can be provided a 
snapshot of his records online. They can update their 
details online, can register and drop the courses 
online, update the bank account details online, see the 
scholarship status, and student can also track his dues 
to the institute and can take action on time. 

On the whole, right from Students, Professors, 
Department office Staff, Hostel Staff to Admission & 
Academic section, this move will help to upgrade the 
quality of administration. It makes the life of everyone 
very easy as the whole system becomes very 
transparent, effective and faster when compared with 
the present system of administration.  

Hope the concerned officials will work in the direction 
to implement a central database that will serve the 
whole institute at all levels. As this system is already 
there in the IITs, we can implement the same with 
immediate effect and can make necessary changes at 
a later point of time.                                   
                       Sivaramakrishna Perala (CHEMENG)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fresher’s welcome to the institute 
 
The institute witnessed the arrival of the ninety ninth 
batch of students in the month of August. The freshers 
were introduced to campus life (both academic and 
non academic) by two orientation programmes – The 
Students' Council orientation programme and The 
Director's tea party. 
 
The Students' Council (SC) organised its orientation 
programme on August 7, 2009 at the Satish Dhawan 
Auditorium. The aim was to give the freshers an idea 
about the SC and its objectives as well as tell them 
about its plans for the current academic year. Brijesh 
(Chairman, SC), Abraham (Gen Sec, SC) and Srishti 
(Sec, Women's Affairs, SC) along with the co-
ordinators of various SC committees addressed the 
students. This was followed by the a skit performed by 
Rang Manch, the students' dramatics club. 
 
At the tea party hosted by the Prof. Balaram, Director, 
on August 14, 2009, the dignitaries included Prof. 
Balakrishnan (Associate Director), Prof. Hegde (Dean, 
Science faculty), Prof. Biswas (Dean, Engg. faculty), 
Prof. Umarji (Chairman, Council of wardens), Prof. 
Sarma (President, Gymkhana) and Prof. Karande 
(Advisor, Students' affairs).  

Shyam (MGMT) 

 
 

There has been a theft of my bicycle 
 

IISc campus is known and liked for its greenery and 
peace. This has been maintained like this by 
encouraging everyone to travel by bicycles. Recently, it 
was observed that there has been an increase in the 
number of complaints for bicycle theft. After the 
conversation with the Security Officer, it turned out that 
various incidents of cycle theft are reported and later it 
is discovered the students forgot where they parked 
their cycles and complained in that confusion. 
 
As a preventive measure, it was suggested to keep 
check over your parking places especially near 
departments as Physics, MBU and IPC. For further 
security, chains and locks can also be used. 
Remember it’s our place and our things. So first and 
foremost, it’s our duty to be vigilant enough for our own 
security. 
  
Above all, it’s “Freedom with responsibility that pays 
everywhere”. 

Deepti (MRDG) and Rahul (CHEP) 
 

'Academic faculty, a hindrance to reform', Prof 
Balaram 

Academic faculty within institutions have proved to be 
a big hurdle in ushering in changes in the research 
universities in India, charged Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc) Director Prof P Balaram speaking at 
the Indian Institute of Astrophysics. 
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Wandering all over the campus when we were living 
(1976-2002) in the quarters provided for the teaching 
faculty by the Indian Institute of Science my children, 
Vibhavaree and Sameehana, then small, found the 
“Curiosity on Campus”, all by themselves. They 
dragged me over thorny undergrowth to see it. It was 
instantly recognizable as a veeragallu (veera = hero + 
kallu = stone), one of the thousands dotted all over 
Karnataka, depicting in bas-relief some memorable 
event like the death of a warrior killed in battle, the 
offer of charity by a local chieftain to mitigate the evil 
effects of an eclipse, a bowman hunting down a tiger, 
and the like. The instance on campus is of the third 
kind: a man's hand is seen as about to discharge an 
arrow at an attacking tiger. The carving was in the style 
commonly used in chiseling veeragallus.  
 
The veeragallu has been mutilated, cut - neatly though 
- at both sides where you can see chisel marks. A 
large flat stone lies alongside the standing portion and 
because one edge of which bears cut marks appears 
nearly straight I have wondered if it has the remaining 
parts of the carving, or even an inscription with a date, 
on its underside - it could be half of a millennium ago. 
 
Assisted by Dr. Uma Jagannath, formerly of the 
Archives Cell of the IISc, Dr. M. S. Shylaja, an Alumna 
of the Institute presently Scientific Officer of the JN 
Planetarium, identified the name of the taluq to which 
IISc belonged. Based on what she found Dr. Shylaja 
examined the records of Archaeological Survey of  

 
 
India to which she had access and went through the 
volumes describing the work done by Benjamin Lewis 
Rice in the first half the 19th Century. There is a Rice 
Memorial Church established in memory of his father in 
Avenue Road [A well-researched article on B. L. Rice 
written in popular style by Research Scholar and 
Indologist K. G. Nagarajan has been published in the 
“Deccan Herald” dated July 17, 1988.]  Apparently Rice 
went round the "veeragallu territory" by foot to identify 
and catalogue stone inscriptions. Ms. Shylaja says that  
the original documents have become very brittle and 
difficult  to handle but some volumes are reprinted. 
 
She found Rice's volumes do not contain any 
information on this particular veeragallu. Among 
reasons why Rice did not become aware of its 
existence, she speculates, could be that the area 
belonged to the Maharaja and too not many people 
walked through; there was no agricultural activity there; 
there was not even a temple or similar construction to 
attract lay persons. An old map of Bangalore dated 
around 1900, which she examined, appeared to show 
the IISc area to be a part of a rain water drainage 
system leading to the Sankey tank, another reason, 
perhaps, why the monument remained unnoticed. 
Subsequent surveys, carried out during 1900 - 1910, 
and later, also missed to notice and record its 
presence. The area was earmarked for the IISc some 
time before then, reason enough, perhaps, why the 
surveyors did not access it.  
 
However, it is also possible that the part that is now 
standing upright  broken off from some other 
veeragallu found somewhere else was placed where it 
is now as a marker of some kind. The nearby flat stone 
could be unrelated. To reveal its location on the IISc 
campus, it lies just on the eastern side of the tennis 
courts in a wooded area near the Guest House. It is 
not far from exposed rocky ground where a Global 
Positioning System has been set up to record the 
tectonic movements of the Deccan Plateau. It is easily 
visible from the path leading to the swimming pool. 
I do hope what my children showed me nearly 30 years 
ago will serve to remind coming generations of young 
researchers of what may have happened in the area 
where the IISc, which has just celebrated its centenary, 
is situate. 

 
S. N. Balasubrahmanyam (Faculty, OC) 

 
 
If any interested reader wishes to take a look at 
the Veeragallu, please contact Voices Team at 
voices.iisc@gmail.com. 

 

A Veeragallu: on IISc campus 
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Married students’ apartments: 
The official story 

 
Married students, among both research students and 
research associates, complain about shortage of 
married apartments in the campus. Most of them even 
pass out of the campus even before they get an 
apartment in the campus. In this write-up, I look upon 
the issue of the married students apartments from the 
hostel office point of view and try to figure out how are 
the IISc rules  interpreted and implemented. 
 
There are five married apartment blocks in IISc - Arya 
Bhatta, Bhaskara, Kapila, Kaveri and Ramanujam. In 
these five blocks, there are 115 apartments (according 
to hostel office records). Out of this 115, around 90 
apartments come under the vigilance of the hostel 
office. Among the 90, 65 are allotted to regular 
students, 13 to Quality Improvement Programme (QIP) 
scholars and the rest to research associates. The 
remaining 25 apartments are allotted under the 
Director's Discretionary Quota (DDQ). The DDQ comes 
under the purview of Centre for campus management 
and development (CCMD). 
 
Married students can apply for an apartment simply by 
producing their wedding invitation (Research 
Associates should also produce their appointment 
order). Awarding of the apartment is based on their 
availability. Priority is given to senior students (based 
on their year of joining) while awarding the apartment. 
After seniority, the date of marriage is given more 
weightage. Once an apartment is allotted, the 
maximum period of stay for a student is two years and 
nine months with a provision to extend the stay by a 
maximum of three months. 
 
If the student overstays after a period of three years. a 
fine will levied upon him/her. The fine structure being – 
INR 100/day for the first month of overstay, INR 
120/day for the second month and INR 140/day for the 
third month. The institute permits no student under any 
circumstances to stay beyond three years three 
months. 
 
Mr. Venkata Ranga, Hostel Office, feels that Kaveri 
and Ramanujam are the most preferred blocks of the 
married students. Most of the students fail to get an 
apartment in the campus also due to this reason. Mr. 
Ranga feels that students have some preferences 
which they are not willing to change. For example, a 
student may find Room No. XX in Ramanujam 
desirable. They will be willing to opt for that apartment 
alone and will therefore forfeit the available rooms 
allotted. In such cases, the chances of the student 
completing the IISc course programme with an 
apartment is high. Mr. Ranga also pointed out some 

cases where a junior was allotted an apartment 
because the seniors before him/her did not want to opt 
for the available apartment. 
 
There are also rare cases where the student overstays. 
In one case, a student had overstayed for as long as 
six months and that too without fine. Just like the 
verification of student hostel rooms conducted last 
month, a verification of the married students 
apartments will be conducted in the months of October 
and November to find whether a student overstays. 
 
Lastly, in case of emergency, a student is allotted an 
apartment via the DDQ. In case of DDQ, the maximum 
period of stay allowed is six months. Generally, the 
rooms are alotted to pregnant students. 
 
[In the October issue of the Voices, I would like to 
continue with this issue, but from a students' 
perspective. Please write your experiences to us at 
either shyamul@gmail.com or voices.iisc@gmail.com] 

 
          Shyam (MGMT) 

 
Remember this…. 

We as students walk into the institute and are 
welcomed by one and all with many leaflets and books. 
Some of us do read through them all, but even then we 
may skip some essential information. Also, sometimes 
information gets updated in the booklet and senior 
students are unaware of them. We are therefore 
publishing this section for the benefit of all students- 
newbie’s and the seniors! 
 
In this section, we bring you some important 
information from the Student Information Handbook. 
The monitoring of the progress of the research work of 
the PhD students will be done in the following manner: 
 
End of 2 years or earlier: Comprehensive Exam 
End of 3rd Year: by the Departmental Committee 
End of 4th Year: by the Dean’s Committee 
End of 5th Year: by the Director’s Committee 
(Refer page 195) 
 
It is advisable for us to keep a work progress notebook, 
wherein we can make a note of our work, note the 
difficulties we have faced, the strategies we have 
adopted to work through those, mention the work 
targets, minutes of meetings with the research 
supervisor, notes of seminar talks pertaining to our 
area etc. These little habits will go a long way in 
ensuring that our work is methodical.  
So, happy Working!! 
 

Madhurima Das (MGMT) 
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For a precious drop….. 
 

Paucity of water and ill-management of the quantity 
available has led to several problems on campus.  
 
Water scarcity: A few months back, the students were 
informed by the hostel office authorities that the water 
supply to the campus from the corporation had been 
curtailed and therefore there would be a water-
shortage. However, some hostels like Mrigasira 
suffered more acutely from the shortage than others. If 
it is cumbersome to search for a hostel with water 
during the day, it is painfully frustrating at night. Since 
the problem occurs mainly during the summer months, 
some provision must be made to ensure sufficient 
water during these months. Mrigasira is supposed to 
bear a greater brunt due to lack of an overhead 
storage tank. 
 
Leakage: If the water available is scarce, it must be 
stringently used and ardently preserved. The hostel 
office needs to make routine checks to rectify all the 
leaking taps, showers, pipes etc., instead of waiting for 
a student’s complaint to act. There never has occurred 
a time so far, where every hostel has not a single leaky 
tap. 
 
Hygiene: During the rains, many rooms have walls 
that are damp and fungus-ridden. Many rooms do not 
have a raised platform at the door to stop rain water 
from entering. The area around the water purifier cum 
cooler is always moss-covered, rendering the 
purification effort a waste, for it’s sure to get 
contaminated while being collected. Though the 
bathrooms are cleaned regularly, the drinking water 
area is neglected. 
 
Sanitation: There is a severe drainage problem in 
Mrigasira, with many toilets clogged. 
 
Measures taken: The hostel office is undertaking 
several steps to ensure cleanliness of bathrooms and 
drinking water area. The hostel office is aware of the 
drainage problem in Mrigasira and accepts its 
negligence as reason for the delay in solving it. The 
hostel office encourages people to vacate Mrigasira 
and move into another hostel, but this cannot happen 
since there aren’t enough rooms in the other hostels to 
hold the entire strength of Mrigasira. 
  
Presently, to cope up with the problem work has 
already been initiated near C- mess. 
 
Smrithi (MRDG), Deepti (MRDG) and Srishti (ECE) 
 
 
 

 
 

Metro Shield Cricket Tournament 2009 

The KSCA (Karnataka State Cricket Association) Metro 
Shield Cricket Tournament 2009 - popularly known as 
the Bangalore League - commenced since 8th August, 
2009. There are five divisions of teams under KSCA. 
IISc Gymkhana comes under IV Division of KSCA. 
Every year the finalists of each division are promoted 
to the higher division while the two teams at the bottom 
of the table get demoted to the lower division. 
 
Following are the details of the matches involving IISc 
Gymkhana: 
Date- Opponent- Result 
15-08-09 YFA Sports Club IISc won by 7 wickets 
29-08-09 New National Cricket Club 
12-09-09 Merchants Cricket Club 
19-09-09 Ranji Cricket Club 
02-10-09 Friends Cricket Team 
 
The IISc Gymkhana Ground is the venue for all the 
above matches. Each match is 50-over-a-side and 
starts at 9:15AM. All IIScians are welcome to witness 
the matches. The detailed match reports and all league 
updates are available on my blog. 

                                Lalit Patnaik (CEDT)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gymkhana Corner 

IISc selects COMSOL Multiphysics for MEMS 
training 

The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) under a national 
program on MEMS, in collaboration with the Institute of 
Smart Structures and Systems has selected COMSOL 
Multiphysics Engineering software to promote learning 
and education among Indian Universities. 

IISc faculty join IITs in pay protest 

Along with the IITs, the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) 
too has joined the chorus of dissatisfaction directed at 
the Ministry of Human Resource Development’s (MHRD) 
notification on pay revision.

IISc studies climate change in Western Ghats 

 
A recent study by climate experts from the Indian 
Institute of Science (IISc) has claimed that” not only will 
climate change endanger many species of the Western 
Ghats, but can also cause forest boundaries of 
Karnataka to shift by 40 per cent by 2085.
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