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"Don't Romanticise the Maoists": Ramachandra Guha 
 

 
 
Urging the audience not to romanticise the Maoists, Dr. 
Ramachandra Guha remarked that Operation Green 
hunt will only escalate violence in the tribal areas of 
Chattisgarh. Dr. Guha, emminent sociologist and 
historian, was addressing a jam packed Satish Dhawan 
auditorium on the convention “The war within: the 
Maoists, the tribals and the State”, organised by 
Concern on November 7, 2009. Himanshu Kumar, a 
Gandhian activist and Sudeep Chakravarti, author of 
‘Red Sun: Travels in Naxalite Country’ were the other 
speakers of the convention. Prof. Sanjay Biswas, Dean, 
Faculty of Engineering moderated the discussion. 
 
Himanshu Kumar, who had set up the Vanavasi Chetna 
Ashram in 1992, spoke about how the fight between 
Maoists and Salwa Judum (a state sponsored civilian 
armed movement against naxalites) is affecting the 
livelihood of the tribals in the Bastar region. He spoke 
about Dr. Manmohan Singh's comment on the need for 
taking action against Maoists in Bastar as it was 
affecting the inflow of investments in the country. But, 
according to him, the main aim of the Government is to 
clear the villages for the MNCs (Bastar is a mineral rich 
area). He mainly spoke about the alleged atrocities that 
Salwa Judum commits against the tribals in the region. 
After the creation of the Salwa Judum, there has been 
more than 30% increase in Maoists’ violence and more 
than 20% increase in the Maoist population. Himanshu 
Kumar claimed, where there is injustice, there cannot be 
peace. The need is sustainable development with some 
equality in the distribution of wealth. 
 
Sudeep Chakravarti, writer cum journalist, remarked that 
Mao is just another 'ism' and not the real deal. In the 
modern world, where Mao Zedong gets reduced to the 
status of a commercial icon even in China, Sudeep feels 
that naxalism is the corrupt way of capturing power. Out 

of the 28 states in India, 14 are Naxal affected. Sudip, 
who has travelled extensively in the Maoist affected 
areas including Lalgarh, felt that we are living in a state 
of denial. We should realise the way we are ill treating 
our own people (tribals and local population in the 
insurgency prone north-east).  
 
Dr. Ramachandra Guha, also an ex-faculty at the 
institute, felt that the tribals are just the “sacrificial goats” 
in the fight between politicians (“thugs and murderers”) 
and the Maoists. There is a middle path between the 
views of Gurcharan Das (pro-globalisation) and 
Arundhati Roy (anti-globalisation). There should be 
equality of opportunity. The solution to this problem 
involves dialogue between the State and the Maoists. In 
Orissa, it is a fight for the souls of the tribals by three 
parties – Maoists (who have guns), RSS (who have 
political backing) and the church groups (who have 
neither). Dr. Guha concluded his talk by saying that it is 
now too late to accommodate the interests of the tribals 
and that 100 to 150 years from now, when Indian history 
is written, it will be similar to how the Americans and 
Australians silenced their aborigines. 
 
Concern also screened two documentaries before the 
beginning of the convention. The first one was an 
interview of Dr. K. Balagopal, human rights activist, who 
passed away recently. The second one was a footage 
by some IISc students of their visit to Vanavasi Chetna 
Ashram and the devastation witnessed during the 
demolition of the ashram (For reasons behind the 
demolition of the Vanavasi Chetna Ashram, read 
Prathamesh's At Vanavasi Chetna Ashram which 
appeared in the June 2009 issue of Voices. You can 
download the June issue from the Voices website).
  

Photo Credits: Diptarup (CES) 

Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by authors in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect opinions, beliefs and 
viewpoints of Voices or official policies of Voices. However, this does not apply to the editorial content in this newsletter. 
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Where is Education Taking Us! 

 
During the time of my father’s and grandfather’s childhood, 
education was free and was very well respected and 
educators were treated as the other form of God. Now, 
education has become a corporate business and the whole 
world is deeply immersed in it. IISc is one of the few places 
where the faculty is dedicated to teaching and research and I 
am happy to be a part of this great place. 
 
Our country has many great intellectuals and that 
intellectuality is a God's gift and should be used in the right 
direction to educate people around, move them in the right 
direction of doing social justice and to serve our nation. 
 
I had many long discussions with many before joining this 
place for Ph.D., like what is the real use of education, Ph.D., 
etc. How one's knowledge can be effectively used? 
 
What made me ask these questions? 
 
I feel that the stay in IISc only made me think about the 
society. The people around and the way they care for 
education with lot of passion for knowledge and no passion 
for money made me think like this.  
Just think of the situations, like the following 
 
What if we don’t have food to eat?  
What if we have enough food and money but other countries 
attack on us?  
Do we have the right defense in place?  
Why did it take 24 hours to trace the crash landed chopper in 
which AP CM was travelling? Why were we thinking of taking 
the help of USA in finding it? 
How many IIScians or IITians or NITians joining places like 
DRDO after their education? How much money the 
government is spending for these institutions? 
How much money does one need for survival? 
What are the advantages of earning huge money? 
 
One of our great leaders said and I am echoing it, "Jai 
Jawan Jai Kisan". Kisan and Jawan still are the backbones 
of any country and we should not forget their services to the 
country. We need hygienic food to eat and a good defence 
system to protect ourselves from rivals. We all are in the 
right place to serve these needs and hope that everyone of 
us chooses the right path to fulfill these. 
 
I am thankful to all those dedicated people in India, who are 
working without any tiredness and taking part in the well 
being of the country. 
  
Education should bring out the right person inside you to 
help the society, rather than increasing selfishness, 
becoming richer and richer, etc and making next generations 
down the line lazy. 
 

Sivaramakrishna Perala (Chem Engg)

Editorial 
 

Knock! Knock! 
 
Teamwork is the ability to work together 
toward a common vision. The ability to 
direct individual accomplishments toward 
organizational objectives. It is the fuel 
that allows common people to attain 
uncommon results 

-Andrew Carnegie 
 
 
 
Little lessons learnt in school about 
working together take us a long way in 
our lives. A place like IISc witnesses 
individual geniuses and team 
accomplishments in the same breath. It 
is a rendezvous that comforts itself in the 
knowledge that we can grow and 
progress together.  
 
Any event on campus, be it voicing our 
opinion on various issues, making and 
selling IISc jackets and bags, protecting 
our rights and acknowledging our duties 
towards the institute and society at large; 
several small and big groups have made 
their presence felt.The IISc community 
has also exhibited its' 'team spirit' in 
turning up in big groups at Prakruthi, the 
new restaurant on campus, located 
where the earlier Coffee Board was!  
 
The strength of a team lies in its’ 
differences. Difference of opinions, 
because then you know the team is 
bereft of herd mentality; different talents 
and aptitudes to ensure the goal is 
reached in a holistic fashion. 
 
As the year comes to a close, we at 
Voices are looking to expand our team 
and so we are knocking at your door. 
Writers, thinkers, cartoonists, 
photographers, artists, investigators, 
designers, computer wizards; team 
players and potential leaders! Voices 
awaits your call. Knock! Knock! 
 

Madhurima Das (MGMT) 
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Words Spoken in 1927: Do They Still Stand True? 
 

On reading the title, many of you may say, "No". It's 
been over eight decades, there has been an exponential 
boom in technology, the advancement is so much that 
technological progress has broken predictions made by 
experts, even in recent years. So words eighty years old 
don't stand a chance. 
 
Others may be prudent enough to ask whose words and 
what words am I talking of? I am speaking of Mahatma 
Gandhiji's advice to students on his one and only visit to 
IISc, in 1927. I would love to write an essay on his 
speech, describing each and every line, but for the want 
of space, I will restrict myself to what I felt were the most 
important points he made. For a full transcript of his 
speech, you may go to page 201 of http://www.gandh 
iserve.org/cwmg/VOL039.PDF. 
 
He mentions that the money given by Tata, or the land 
from the King of Mysore that helped form this institute, 
did not belong to them, but to the people of India, that 
they were “due to the labour-unwilling and forced-of 
millions”. He also mentions that if we do go to the trouble 
of explaining to the poor farmers that we are using their 
hard earned money for work useless to them but which 
“might perhaps benefit their posterity”, they wouldn't 
understand. What is worse is that nobody bothers to 
even take the trouble of giving an explanation. We take it 
for granted that the money is due to us, it is our right to 
devote that money for the benefit of our country's future. 
 
While that may be true, what Gandhiji asked of the 
students present was to remember that they were in 
debt, to these people. He wished them to remember this, 
to keep it in their hearts forever, and to work, for the 
betterment of these people. By work, I mean research. 
Nothing out of the ordinary for a scientist. What he 
wanted of  the  students  was  to  persevere, and  not  be 

satisfied with a little progress, and relax, thinking 
they have done enough. 
 
Do you think this applies to us as well? I think it does, 
because we have not yet repaid the debt in full. While 
progress has been made in research, it hasn't been 
enough to help the poorest of the poor. They still live a 
life not worthy of being called life. In fact, if you calculate 
the cumulative interest, we owe our countrymen a 
fortune.  And what are we doing about it? 
 
It is quite easy to ask for our rights, but do we remember 
our duties? I for one, don't. In fact, until I read what 
Gandhiji had said, I did not even realize I owe something 
to the people of India. We take our rights for granted. We 
fight for them. For example, every student feels it is 
his/her right to have unlimited internet. There was quite a 
debate when the move to clamp down on the internet to 
1 GB per week was announced. I wish to ask, for doing 
research, for searching and reading papers, is 1GB a 
week not enough? 
 
Is it not enough to do our duty? To pay off this debt we 
owe? It does not matter whether the answer is a yes or  
a no. The point I am trying to make is that without even 
giving it a try, there was a wide-scale protest over it. 
Why? Because people felt their rights were being 
curbed. 
 
If we are to make any progress towards repaying our 
debt, we must have a change in our attitude. More than 
anything else, we must find it in ourselves to remember 
our duties. To conclude, a modified version of John F. 
Kennedy's famous quote. IISc and India have done a lot 
for us (some may disagree, but take it from me, they 
have), and so, ask not what more can IISc or India do for 
you, but rather ask yourself what you can do for them. 
 

K. Vijayanth Reddy (ECE) 
 

Students’ Council News 
 

Get together with the foreign students 
SC organized a get together for all foreign students 
(regular and short term Visitors) of the Institute. Prof. 
Govindan Rangarajan (Chairman, International Relations 
Cell, IISc) was the special invitee to the meeting. This 
three hour gathering helped the students to interact and 
share their campus experiences. They highlighted the 
difficulties faced and what they liked. The Student 
Support Network team of SC is looking into the issues 
raised and working to ensure that the foreign students 
have a pleasant stay on campus.  
 
IISc Annual fest 
Students’ Council has taken the initiative to organize the 
IISc cultural fest. A group of 200 students have 
registered as volunteers and the core team of volunteers 

have begun work on the fest. The SC looks forward to 
more support from the students.  
 
Talk organized by SC 
1) Placement team of the Students’ Council and Alumni 
Cell had arranged an interactive session of GE vice-
president Dr Mohammad with the students of IISc, 
during his visit to IISc. The talk was about the 
Technologies of GE and opportunities for students.  
 
2) Social Initiatives team of SC and Alumni Cell had 
organized a talk on “Empowerment through Education” 
by Dr. Gajanana C Birur, Scientist, Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory NASA. 

 
Source: Students’ Council 
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Photonic Verses 

 
Photonics is a nexus of optics and electronics,  
Deals with classical as well as quantum mechanics.  
 
When nothing falls in place for you,  
Phonons and excitons come to your rescue. 
Transmitter consists of a laser and a modulator,  
You feel proud to become the light generator.  
 
Then attenuation and dispersion come around, 
Raman sir comes to the party as signal amplifiers are 
found. 
 
Electrons and holes jump from everywhere to nowhere, 
Photons thank them every time for being there. 
 
Directional couplers become switches and multiplexers, 
Don’t worry as Lithium Niobate is a direct bandgap 
semiconductor. 
 
We look upon Shcrodinger as we go into 
nanophotonics,  
Band splitting starts to occur as you deal with 
spintronics.  
 
Light intensity is measured by a unit candela,  
Discrimination against black by white was eliminated by 
Mandela.  
 
Light travels with phase and group velocity,  
Einstein gets challenged everyday with increasing 
ferocity.  
 
Feels like going through millions of optical fibers,  
When you comb your hair with an enormous bandwidth 
on shoulders.  
 
When the gym instructor tells you your body mass 
index,  
You feel how high will be your refractive index.  
 
Photon is massless while electron has a mass,  
You feel knocked off when wind strikes you amass.  
 
Light gets dispersed into seven colours,  
When it passes through a prism.  
Let’s hope that the same disperses into infinite colours,  
By the time you end up reading this poem. 
 

Nivesh Mangal (ECE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gymkhana Corner 
 
The last month saw two major events take place, 
the IISc Tennis Tournament and the IISc Soccer 
League. A summary of the events follows. 
 
IISc Tennis Tournament 
IISc Tennis tournament was organised from 
September 11th to October 9th. The tournament had 
26 entries for Men's singles, 9 for Men's doubles 
and 3 for Women's singles event. Aniruddha Datta 
Roy (CES), Prachee Sawant (CSA), Anirudhha Roy 
(CES) and Siddhartha Sarma (MBU) were declared 
the winners in the Men’s Singles, Women’s Singles 
and the Men’s Doubles categories respectively. M. 
S. Vijayabaskar (MBU), Shalini Keshavamurthy 
(ECE), M. S. Vijayabaskar(MBU)and Aditya 
Parihar(CE) came second in each of the respective 
events. G. D. Kalyan (ECE) and Anshita Gairola 
(MRC) were declared the Emerging Players. 
The tournament was organized by Aniruddha and 
Vijayabaskar and saw sponsorship from SBI (T-
Shirts and other prizes) and Sportsline (Winners' 
prizes). 
 
IISc Soccer League 2009 
The IISc Soccer League was held from October 14th 
to October 31st. AirScrew FC were the Champions 
while L'ity Still United came Second. Tejas was 
declared the Player of the Tournament, and Ramiz 
was awarded the Golden Boot for being the Top 
Scorer and was also declared the Man of the Match 
of the final. Riju was proclaimed the Best Upcoming 
player. 
 
Carrom Tournament  
This month the Annual Carrom Tournament is being 
held from 14th November onwards.  
 
Volleyball Tournament 
The "GAUTHAM MEMORIAL CUP (VOLLEYBALL) 
2009" will begin on the 18th of November. 
 
Badminton Tournament 
An open-to-all Badminton Tournament will be held 
from December 13th to December 21st. 
 

K. Vijayanth Reddy (ECE)  
Aditya Parihar (Civil) (Tennis Club details) 

 

KVPY Volunteers Detained at the Yeshwantpur Railway Station 
 
Three IISc students who served as volunteers for the KVPY fellowship programme were detained at the Yeshwantpur 
Railway station by the railway authorities and were locked up for an hour. Their fault was to carry a KVPY banner 
which was to aid the participants of the programme, but was allegedly illegal. 
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Insanity Unlimited - 2 
 

Procrastination –that’s my name. I will not work hard but 
I am willing to be everything I should have been but I am 
actually not. I dream, I fantasize, because I have no 
limits. I am Udit Narayan singing “Sunta Hai mera 
khuda…”. I am HBK(Heart Break Kid) Shawn Michaels 
with the high flier inside the steel cage in an Unforgiven 
or No Way Out World Wrestling Entertainment main 
event match up. I am Yuvraj Singh hitting six 
consecutive sixes in six balls of Stuart Broad in a T20 
match up. I am Pankaj Advani, Joshna Chinappa, Saina 
Nehwal, Leandar Paes, Vishy Anand and many more. 
This moment is mine. The truth is mine. Each one of us 
is looking for that 30 seconds of glory under sunshine 
and I am no exception. How I wish I had learnt to play 
the drum and set the floor rocking and make you dance 
to my tune. How I wish I had learnt to play the bass 
guitar and play “Hotel California” in the park , “Purane 
Jeans “ ala Ali Haider or “Sultans of Swing” by Dire 
Straits.  Alas all of that was not to happen. Instead, here 
I am. 
  
On a more serious note, I am Sandeep Unnikrishnan 
locked in a fierce gun battle with the terrorists on top of 
the doomed but born again Oberoi House in Mumbai on 
that fateful day of 26/11. I am also the son of your next 
door neighbor who is patrolling the Durand line and 
many more such lines at Ground Zero. I am Dr. Devi 
Shetty locked up in a marathon heart surgery trying to 
save the last remainders of what they call life of an old 
man so that the he can get to see his grandson who is 
expected to arrive shortly  before he breathes his last.  I 

am the paratrooper circling the periphery of the deluge 
affected village in Bihar dropping food packets. I am 
Vivek Oberoi and many more young people like him in 
the Tsunami affected coastal town of Nagapattinam 
trying to mobilize relief and rescue operations. I am the 
Fire and Rescue service personnel who are working 18 
hours on the trot trying to rescue 18 month old Prince 
from within Mother Earth. Alas all of that was not to 
happen. Instead, Here I am.  
 
My passion, my profession and my vocation need not 
necessarily match all the time. Seldom do we come 
across a person for whom all the three are synonymous. 
As Beauty lies in the eyes of the Beholder; similarly logic 
and perspective lies in the point of view of the 
incumbent. More importantly a skill is an extrapolation of 
something we call as knack or inclination. We are 
fortunate not to be earning our living in a hazardous way. 
At least our family knows that we will return home in the 
evening once we set foot out from our home for work in 
the morning. It is up to us to rise and shine, make the 
most of the opportunities that are on offer, to develop the 
skill set and to rise to the occasion. Set yourself free. 
Get yourself up there on top of the mountain and scream 
and say “Here I am.” 
 
All you people, can’t you see, can’t you see? 
Every time you are down, you can make it right. 
And that makes you larger than life. 
 

Subrata Chakrabarti (Mech)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Knock! Knock!

Concept: Vijayanth (ECE),  Illustration: Srishti (ECE).
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A Nerd’s Woes with Birds 
 

I raise my Voice,  
And I wish to let myself be heard,  
Not by the Human, but by the Bird.  
 
Listen ye birds, and hear me well,  
For what I now say, again I shan't tell. 
Very soon, for your lives, you'll have to run,  
As one fine day, I'll buy a gun, 
And oil it well,  
And inserting what is called a shell,  
I'll shoot you all into Avian Hell.  
 
For you've caused a lot of trouble to me,  
Sitting up there in your tree.  
I go walking down to the mess,  
With my stomach grumbling,  
Only to find mid-way (Take a Guess...)  
On my clothes your excrement tumbling.  
Or to the Library, my steps may lead,  
To find you again do your deed.  
 
For Heaven's sake, no wonder you're all bird brained,  
Because you haven't even been potty-trained. 
Weren't you taught that your manners are not at all 
good,  
When you take to expelling on others your undigested 
food? 
 
I very much want to buy a gun,  
But for now, that idea I have to shun,  
Because for a gun, you need a permit,  
And obtaining one would test the patience of even a 
Hermit.  

 
I'll drop that violent idea for now,  
But this isn't my Last Bow.  
For now, I've run out of words,  
But I'm still very angry with you, birds.  
Test not my patience any more,  
Or the lion inside me will wake up and roar.  
Presently, it is a purring kitten,  
Which, with the sleeping bug, seems to be bitten.  
 
And so, at present, this is the gist,  
All I do is helplessly shake my fist,  
At these birds, while my heart out cries, 
"Birds! Why don't you pick on someone your own size?" 
 
NOTE: The entire poem is not mine. The first two lines, as the 
alert reader may have already noticed, are derived from the 
motto of Voices. Three other lines (I won't say which ones) 
were borrowed from P. G. Wodehouse's "A Printer's Error" and 
slightly modified by me to suit this poem.  

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: I would like to acknowledge the 
help I received from Ms. M. Suvarsha Rao (CCMB, 
Hyderabad) and thank her for editing this poem and pointing 
out a few things I was too blind to notice. Additionally I had, 
with my limited imagination, titled this poem "Grievances 
Against Birds". I would like to also thank her for coming up with 
this far more deserving and ‘whacky’ title. 

K. Vijayanth Reddy (ECE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pointers to Research Students 
  
Research students come to the institute with a 
prior degree (B.E./B.Tech in case of M.Sc. 
(Engg), M.E./M.Tech/M.Sc in case of Ph.D., 
B.Sc. in case of Integrated Ph.D.). Their 
professional goal is to become an autonomous 
researcher and seek a research career. Many of 
them spend four to five of their best and 
formative years at the institute.  
 
There are several issues which are of great 
concern to them. These issues include health, 
time management, setting goals, acquiring 
knowledge and skills, bonding with the respecti- 
-ve research community, contributing to the 
community, value systems, research work, 
publications, thesis writing, placement and so 
on.  
 
I have been discussing many of these topics 
with the research students in the Power 
Electronics Group at EE. I consider that the 
pointers I have been passing on to my students 
will help most researchers in general.  
 
To read these research pointers, check the 
online version of Voices. 
 
 

V. Ramanarayanan (Faculty, EE) 
 

A Brave New World 
 
After months of speculation and debate, the 
century-old Indian Institute of Science (IISc) 
announced its decision to open its gates to 
undergraduate students in 2011, offering them a 
unique, interdisciplinary Bachelor of Science 
programme as told by Sanjay Biswas, Dean of 
Engineering, IISc (courtesy: The Hindu 
Education Plus) that the UG programme aims to 
create “a new cadre” of scientists and engineers 
who will strengthen research in institutions of 
higher learning while also providing an 
innovative edge to medicine, agriculture and 
industry.

Methane is a Bigger Villain, US Study says 
 
The potency of methane, a greenhouse gas 
(GHG), has been underestimated by nearly a 
third in global climate agreements such as the 
Kyoto Protocol, say scientists at Columbia 
University and NASA’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center in the US. 
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Voices Feature: Sankalp Blood Donation Organization 
 

 
 

On 23rd May 2003, when a patient in one of the city 
hospitals died because he did not receive blood on 
time, Sankalp was born. The commitment was simple. 
Whenever there is any requirement of blood which the 
blood banks in the city fail to satisfy, we requested 
them to forward it over to us. Sankalp 24x7x365 
emergency blood helpline has been working since 
then taking up all emergency blood requests that 
come up. 
 
The fragmented nature of the blood transfusion 
services led to unnecessary competition and 
seclusions. Blood banks did not work as one unit. We 
conceptualized and eventually realized a single 
helpline number that gave information about blood 
availability in various blood banks in Bangalore. Need 
Blood – Call “080-1062”. Every time the donor went to 
donate, he/she was doubtful about his/her safety. Is 
this the right place to donate? Am I safe? Will they sell 
my blood? These questions were raised frequently 
and there were no sure answers. Each party blew its 
own trumpet. We explored, we studied, and we came 
up with a solution. We came up with information that 
answers the donor’s questions and ensures the safest 
of all donations. The blood banks across the country 
face a problem in delivering good quality of service to 
the people. They are, many times, unable to deliver 
the gift of life. To ensure safe and sustainable supply 
of blood, it was realized that enrolment of voluntary 
non-remunerative blood donors was a must. People 
wanted to donate blood. But there was little organized 
help to conduct camps. We are working on Rakta 
Kranti, the road to 100% voluntary non-remunerative 
blood donation. We are slowly changing attitudes. We 

are slowly pushing in reforms. We are providing help, but 
at the same time we are empowering people to help 
themselves. Read on to explore Sankalp blood donation 
organization. 
 
Salient features 
 
1) Team takes up blood requests through out the clock 
and has never turned down an emergency blood 
request. 
2) The team has a single point of contact – 91 
988013850. 
 
Emergency wing 
 
On 23rd May 2003, a person in one of the Bangalore 
hospitals died because of not receiving blood on time. 
This was not because the blood was not available with 
the blood banks, but because the blood from the blood 
banks did not find the way to the rescue of 
the patients on time due to procedural delays and 
limitations. This raised a question whether things could 
be improved. Therefore a few young minds started an 
organization that would work towards ensuring that no 
one else dies due to shortage of blood. This was the 
beginning of the Emergency Wing of Sankalp. 
 
The goals are the following: 
1) The Sankalp Emergency wing works 24x365 to 
ensure that the people who need blood get it on time.  
2) To promote voluntary and safe blood donation. 
3) To unify and optimally utilize the available blood 
search methodologies so as to provide a comprehensive 
end to end solution for blood search. 
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4) To ensure that the benefits of the latest technology 
and research come down to the accessibility of a 
common man looking for blood. 
 
CTC Disha 
 
On 23rd May, 2006 few volunteers in Sankalp dreamt 
of improving the blood search scenario in Bangalore. 
Comprehensive Trauma Consortium is an organization 
that has been providing free ambulance service in all 
parts of the city and beyond. With a manned call 
centre that operated 24 hours and with the vision to 
work towards helping the people at the time of 
emergency we found our goals synchronized with 
them and hence the project took the shape of CTC 
Disha. 
 
CTC Disha is a centralized blood information and 
management system. It offers a single helpline for all 
blood requests. Any person looking for blood (in 
Karnataka)  now  needs  to  call  just  a  single number  

“0-94800-44444” to get the blood availability information 
in any city in Karnataka. On enquiring, the person is 
provided the blood bank’s name, number of units 
available, the address, and the contact number. He/She 
is also requested to enquire the blood bank before 
proceeding to ensure that the blood is available. The 
goals are the following: 
 
1) To ensure that every unit of blood that is available in 
blood bank is accessible to patients from all parts of the 
city and thereby usher in an era of optimized usage of 
available blood. 
2) To foster blood bank networking, information sharing 
and transparency and create a platform for the blood 
transfusion services to serve as one large unit. 
3) To provide maximum assistance to the needy by 
means of accurate information at their finger tips. 
 
 

Ankita Chourasia, 
Sankalp India Foundation 

 
 
 

Obituary 
 
The last month witnessed the sad demise of two of our students, Swati Maiti (Ph.D., MRDG) and Jharna Rani 
Samal (Ph.D., NMR). 
 
We at Voices, pay our respectful homage to them. 

Voices Team 
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Cold Test for Space Components 
 

Three scientists from the Centre for Cryogenic Technology, IISc, in a joint collaborative research programme 
with Dr M. V. N. Prasad, Dr D. Subramanian and Geetha Sen from the Liquid Propulsion System Centre 
(LPSC), ISRO, Bangalore, have developed a facility for studying the effects of cryo-treatment on the 
dimensional stability of diaphragms of pressure sensors developed by ISRO for space applications. The 
emerging technology of cryogenic processing is gaining respect the world over as a technique for increasing 
the durability and dimensional stability of materials. Research has helped significantly improve wear-resistance 
of materials through cryogenic treatment. It augurs well for the space industry as materials can be tailored to its 
specifications. 


