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The show is over, say goodbye...

May 27th 2009. A day like any other day; as sunny and
as sweaty as all the rest. The demands of research press
as usual. Deadlines stay, reviewers scream and compres
must still be given. But today the curtains officially come
down on the year-long centenary celebrations and all roads
lead to J N Tata Auditorium as all the attendees frantically
make mental notes to add to their ‘I was there...’ file.

Skeptics and cynics and the nostalgic and the euphoric
all file into the auditorium where a gathering of the movers
and shakers of the institute is scheduled to take place fol-
lowed by a question-and-answer session with the man him-
self, Mr. Ratan N. Tata. On to the proceedings of the
morning in question then.

The function was presided over by some of the people in
the highest echelons of the institutes hierarchy Mr. Ratan
N. Tata, Prof. C. N. R. Rao, Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Prof P.
Balaram and Prof. N. Balakrishnan. And thus began the
events, just a little behind time. The first part of the vale-
dictory function included addresses by all the dignitiaries.
Prof. N. Balakrishnan (Associate Director) began by
speaking of the new campus of the institute and the focus
of newer areas such as Energy and neuro-sciences. He also
said that we will have a very busy next 100 years, with a
prevalent sense of urgency in the realization that we have
to do much more. A common theme to all the guest talks
that followed, replete as they were with personal anecdotes
and tongue-in-cheek humour and well-intentioned jest, was
a call to ring in a new order or a culture, as it were.

Dr. K. Kasturirangan, bringing in his perspective
to the issue from his years of experience at the head of
the Indian Space Programme and in the capacity of the
director of NIAS encouraged the Institute to develop syn-
ergies with NIAS to widen their strengths. This would be,
he envisioned, in the form of a centre that would special-
ize specifically in Mathematical modeling. He emphasized
the need to develop expertise in fields such as Social Sci-
ences and Humanities which would complement the existing
Department of Management Studies. He also stressed the
need to increase the research content (currently dismal) in
various other spheres such as defense and space. Prof C
N R Rao spoke next. He said that we should work to
transmit, create and utilize knowledge and do so efficiently,
effectively and powerfully. His talk lent the somber note
of the day with a clear warning to the institute to make

sure that uncontrolled expansion would not lead to a com-
promise in the standing of the institute. He said in no
uncertain terms that the institute must make sure that the
choicest programs stay in the main campus of the institute
before spreading elsewhere. Not one to mince words, he
clearly stated the position of the institute in the current
standings and laid out a path which in his view would be
the only way to improve the standing of the institute in the
long run. The talk, rich with advice for a newer generation
of researchers, stressed the importance of not compromis-
ing when it came to a question of the quality of research
conducted. He however ended on a sentimental note as he
wished he could be reincarnated as a faculty member in the
institute at the time of its second centenary! Mr.Ratan
Tata, the last of the guests to speak, began by making light
of his own academic prowess, and encouraged the institute
to demolish hierarchical structures as these are the fetters
that ultimately hold an institute down. He said that the
Institute should give its participants the freedom to create
and the freedom to dream; because out of these scientific
dreams will emerge the sparks of excellence that will set
this Institute apart from the rest. He also announced the
Tatas group decision to donate a substantial amount to a
anew facility or domain.

The closing address was delivered by Prof. P.
Balaram, director, IISc. In an emotional address he ex-
plained that the duty of the director was to manage the
present, and that one looked to the past for reassurance.
He touched upon what the first director of the institute,
Sir Morris Travers, must have felt, facing a piece of barren
land; and no past to look back to. And thereby came what
must definitely rank as the biggest surprise of the day in
an attempt to gather information about the history of the
institute, Prof. Balaram had contacted Sir Morris family
and had invited the grandsons of Dr.Morris Travers, The
brothers Drs. Travers, to the ceremony!

The speeches were peppered with the unveiling of the
centenary medallion, designed by a student from CPDM,
Vivekananda and by the unveiling of a book by Prof. K.
Sankara Rao, “Flowering Plants of IISc, a Field Guide”.
The dignitaries were then led outside to plant commemo-
rative saplings outside the auditorium complex.

The show is over; say goodbye and say, “Happy Birth-
day IISc”.

Maneesh Kunte (MECHENG).

Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by authors in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect opinions, beliefs

and viewpoints of Voices or official policies of Voices. However, this does not apply to the editorial content in this newsletter.
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Editorial

Not every path is traced, not every word is written,
not every action is taken, not every thought is thought;
yet there is news, yet there are incidents, yet there are
views, yet there are opinions.

Voices has witnessed some very eventful moments in
the last few weeks. The new Students Council was
elected, the Institute celebrated its 100th Birthday,
many IIScians came together univocally to save news,
to save trees, to save their rights.

We at Voices woke up one morning to some strong
criticisms about us not being newsy enough. We have
been accused of being elitist, of wanting to hold the
baton in the premise of being the mouthpiece of the
students. We welcome all the lettered criticisms. It
means you are reading us and giving those sheets more
thought than its 15 minutes of lifespan. We respect
your views, we respect what each and every student of
IISc feel, be it any issue on campus. Voices has always
yearned to raise the stake, improve the quality of work
and this is a continuous process. We are here to work
for the student community. Our grey cells are working
overtime on how to keep the news more updated. It is a
challenging and an enriching experience. Thanking you
all for those strong words and also those silent praises,
we bring you an issue that has focused on being more
news oriented. We do not claim to be the best news
portal in the country but even we could do with citizen
journalists. We request your support and guidance in
helping us take this mission of information further. We
want you to be a part of us and help us work better and
that is possible only when we work together.

In I, there is solitude...
In U, there is gratitude...
In We, there is magnitude!

We may work to create a magnum opus and make a
silent contribution, but believe me that little pebble will
change the texture of our thinking!

Happy Reading!

Madhurima Das (MGMT).

Updates from Students’ Council.

Status of Coffee Board: According to the Registrar,
IISc, both civil and electrical renovation work is going
on; duration of 15-20 days is required for the work to be
completed. As soon as the work will be completed, Hotel
Pawana will be asked to take over, which will take another
one week to establish itself.

Status of Tea Board: Registrar said that as soon
as Hotel Pawana establishes itself, Tea and Coffee kiosk
tender will be terminated, leaving two options, either Hotel
Pawana takes over the charge of both places, and a sepa-
rate tender is called for Tea Board premises. To that, SC
proposed that the second option be taken up. Readers will
be kept updated about further developments in this regard.

Option of TATA tea (Chai - Unchai): Keeping
in mind the requirement of refreshment centres in the
neighbourhood areas of the hostels and ECE department,
opening Chai UnChai (a well known TATA tea outlet) at
these locations was proposed. To establish these outlets in
the campus, a committee has been made which is working
on it to make it possible.

New refreshment centre in Gymkhana: A new
refreshment centre in gymkhana was proposed, was ap-
proved, the situate has been allocated and very soon the
process of construction will start.

Fresh tender for hostel house keeping and B-mess:
Fresh tenders for hostel cleaning as well as for B- mess
contracts were advertised for all over India. Unfortunately,
only a few tenders were received, including some that have
already been blacklisted by the institute. The procedure
is still in progress, and for hostel cleaning it should be
completed by this month end. According to A and C mess
committee members, the students in the respective messes
are happy with the food quality, therefore contract for A
and C - messes was renewed for another year. Whereas
for B- mess, the mess committee has decided upon a new
tender, which was advertised for, again, all over India, but
we ended up with only four tenders out of which, three are
blacklisted by IISc. Further work is going on for betterment
of services at B-mess. Progress will be updated to readers.

Students’ Council.
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Real Page 3: Notebook Drive.

This issue onwards, Voices brings you the Real Page 3. A
section wherein we will be focusing on a group or an in-
dividual or even maybe an entire community which has
been doing something for the society, something com-
mendable and that deserves plaudits. Often the Real
Page 3s are lost in anonymity. This is our ode to them.
The section begins with a feature on the Notebook Drive!

In March 2002, a small group of IISc students came together
and decided to try and help the community. They were in-
spired by the famous saying of Swami Vivekananda - ”If
poor children cannot come to education, education should
go to them.” They decided to focus on primary education
and tried to help children from rural and backward areas
in Bangalore who couldn’t even afford basic necessities like
notebooks. Even though the Government helps students
with uniforms, text books and mid-day meals, buying nec-
essary stationary was observed to be a roadblock for poor
students. All the effort made by this group is to ensure poor
students dont drop out from school, to motivate students,
to help them in pursuing studies and move from literacy to
education. This group which is in its seventh year, is now
a full-fledged voluntary organization and is known as the
Team Notebook Drive.

Initially, the Notebook Drive targeted only one school,
the Government School in IISc. However, the group has
gained popularity and momentum over the years and its ac-
tivities have spread out like an eagle spreading it’s elegant
wings. Over the years, the fund collection and the numbers
of schools being supported have increased. In 2007, seven
schools (1500 students) were supported while twelve schools
(2100 students) were supported last year. Approximately
1.5 lakhs was collected last year while this year, the collec-
tion from various students and faculty totalled around Rs
2.5 lakhs. The group is aiming to support more than 15
schools (around 2700 students) this year.

The modus operandi of Notebook Drive is as follows
the first phase is collection of funds from various messes,
faculty and alumni. They were able to collect around Rs
59K from A-mess, Rs 40K from B-mess and Rs 59K from
C-mess. The amount collected from faculty was around Rs
50K while the remaining came from alumni. After the col-
lection, volunteers go to survey various schools (this time
they are targeting outskirts of Bangalore); and try to fi-
nalize which schools to support depending on various fac-
tors like number of students, requirements, their conditions,
whether they are being supported by any other group and
so on.

After that is done, all the necessary paraphernalia like
notebooks, stationary etc. is purchased from different ven-
dors. This year, since a large amount of money is collected,
NBD is planning to expand the support to schools which
will further motivate students and help them in educa-
tion. They will be setting up small libraries with 50-60
odd books and dictionaries, charts and maps and buy even
sports equipments for some of the schools. Also, they in-
tend to give out some incentives to the class toppers which
should hopefully encourage them to continue their studies
and give incentives to other children to do well.

The next phase, which would be undertaken in mid-June
is going to those selected schools and actually distributing
the purchased notebooks and stationary. To ensure that the
help is not misused, volunteers take the pains to hand over
the items to the children themselves rather than depending
on the school authorities for distribution. The satisfaction
of seeing the joy on a child’s face after receiving the note-
books is well worth the effort.

They are ensuring a million smiles and million school
educated kids. Kudos to them!

Arun (CSA) with inputs from Sandeep (CST).

Let Tata talk!

The Q&A session with Mr. Ratan Tata, witnessed
an exuberant set of people who posed their questions.

This session was facilitated by Voices.

Deepak Malani of CEDT took the plunge, asking
Mr. Tata what vision he would share, as an entrepreneur,
with the students of IISc and to the Entrepreneurship
Cell. To this Mr. Tata admitted that he did not know
much about the entrepreneurship cell in IISc but in gen-
eral, he extremely modestly said that each one of us car-
ried the spirit within us, the difference was in the faith
one reposed in it. The main task was to segregate the
feasible from the infeasible mentally, and to be able to
drop an infeasible venture, notwithstanding an emotional
attachment to it.

Varunkumar S. from Aerospace was up next. Con-
sidering the thrust on research on biomass utilization for
rural areas by the institute, he wondered why there was
not much activity on similar fronts by the Tata Group.
Mr. Tata replied that admittedly, the Tata groups fo-
cus on these areas was not heavy; however work was
being carried out on areas such as bio-fuels - bio-diesel
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specifically, and on the growth of certain algae for energy
purposes.

Adhiraj Arun from CEDT raised the next ques-
tion Indias economy had fared better than that of most
of the worlds, what specific opportunities did this pro-

vide to entrepreneurs in India? Mr. Tata replied that this
gave Indian businesses the opportunity to incubate while
the global economy recovered. He mentioned that the fo-
cus of Indian businesses now must necessarily lie on India
and its neighbouring countries, and not the world at large.

Suman Thakur from MBU was the first to raise a
question regarding some of the problems with academia.
His question was thus. In India, industry and academia
did not seem to be working together. For example, Raman
Effect was discovered by an Indian but equipment working
on this phenomenon was built abroad by foreign manufac-
turers and then sold to Indian universities. Did Mr. Tata
think that the time had now come for Indians to do some-
thing about this? Mr. Tata admitted that in India, indus-
try and academia were not interacting as they should and
as they do elsewhere. The fault, he maintained, lay on both
sides. For the industrys part, a license mindset prevailed
wherein people merely bought the licenses to manufacture
established products. Oftentimes, he said, the cost of man-
ufacturing a product within the country and selling on the
same stage did not allow the costs to be absorbed effec-
tively, citing the purchase of Jaguar and Land Rover.

Shreyash Gulati from Mechanical Engineering then
raised an age-old unsolved question what could be done to
slow down brain-drain? Mr. Tata listed the reasons why
people emigrated money, better opportunities and better
facilities. He gave the example of the Life-Sciences lab at
Cornell University where around 30-40% of the researchers
were Indians. When asked why they were there, the unani-
mous answer was to be able to do research in the one of the
best-equipped labs in the world. The first 2 reasons, Mr.
Tata said, were undeniable and not much could be done to
fight this. As for the third, the solution was to equip labs
better in India to encourage students to stay.

Dr. S. Venkadesan, Librarian, JRDTML, was the
next one. His question concerned Nano schools, cost-
effective schooling with a reproducible model, and when
Mr. Tata believed these would be widespread. Mr. Tata
was unequivocally against the Governments involvement in
such projects. He said that institutions must be given the
freedom to operate according to their wishes before changes
would become visible. Digressing a little at this point, he
said that companies always target the top of the consumer
pyramid. All Tata Group companies had been given the
challenge to design products that would target a larger
part of the pyramid he said, like a 5 USD watch, etc. The
Nano car, the Ginger hotel-chain and the affordable housing
projects were steps along the same line. But, he reiterated,
these would not be possible with Government regulations
and controls.

Prof. Thippur Sreenivas, faculty, ECE put forth
the next question he said that innovation was must for
advancement. Bell Labs had for years maintained a very
strong research wing. However, following its collapse, op-
portunities were open for other companies to do something

similar. Would the Tata Group consider such a venture?
Mr. Tata replied unhesitatingly that the Tata group would
fund a similar exercise. However, Bell Labs strength lay in
gathering some of the finest minds and giving them the free-
dom to work, which had been untried till then. Consider-
ing the fact that a large proportion of Bell Labs researchers
were Indians, it was clear that the environment was much
more important than the funding agency/company. He fur-
ther added that academics in the country should not fear
from covering new ground, rather than publishing confirma-
tion of previous results or reporting small deviations from
known effects, etc. Young minds, he said, must have the
courage to express their opinions without fear of insubor-
dination. This change/ mindset had to come from within
the institute first, Mr. Tata said.

Deepak Paramasivan from ASTRA/SuTRA posed
his question, which was an impassioned plea to academia to
come to terms with ground realities. He asked, if the prob-
lem of a buffalos yield were posed as an optimization prob-
lem and the problem solved, what would the researchers
in question do if the solutions were not viable for unquan-
tifiable reasons? Speaking from his personal experience of
visits to villages in the state, the villagers languished in
poverty while academics seemed to be obsessed with math-
ematical theory more than anything else. He wanted to
know if Mr. Tata, in the capacity of President of the court
would consider issuing a mandate requiring every student
to make a rural visit in the course of his/her study so that
he/she would recognize these problems. Mr. Tata refused
to issue any such mandate saying that such a move must
come from within the institute. Explaining his decision he
said there was no silver bullet that would solve all prob-
lems, no panacea for all ills and hence he could not make
such a decision.

The last question was from Dr. Prasad, Department of
Physics. He said that a human needed four things to survive
food, clothing, housing, and a mind to think. He wondered
if transfer of agricultural land for industrial purposes would
lead to food shortages in the future and whether such a pol-
icy decision was a correct one. The answer to this, which
wound up the session, was a philosophical one. Mr. Tata
said at the outset that the specific question of land transfer
was one with which he was not well-acquainted. However,
in general, exchanges of any kind generally caused problems
ultimately. But, the cycle continued and equilibrium was
ultimately reached.

The session ended at this point and the volunteers then
went up on stage for a photo with Mr. Tata. Mr. Tata was
also presented with a copy of the centenary magazine of
Voices. After this, happy pandemonium broke loose as all
students scrambled up on stage and knelt in front of it for a
group photo with Mr Tata. Order was re-established later
and Mr. Tata was led off the stage as flashes continued to
go off and camera shutters opened momentarily to record
these moments for a later day.

Maneesh Kunte (MECHENG).
Illustration: Srishti Shukla (ECE).
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“IISc - a centre for human progress.”

History of an institution carries in its annals numer-
ous names whose contributions have laid the founda-
tion for its being. Voices had the opportunity to
meet a part of history itself, the grandsons of the
First Director of the Institute, Morris William Travers.

This interview with Dr. David Morris William
Travers and Dr. Michael Daniel Robin Travers was like
turning the leaf of the past with them revealing some in-
teresting aspects about their grandfather. They bound
on a journey to see the school their grandfather started
and stumbled upon an institution completing 100 years!

Michael, the elder of the two is a medical doctor from
the town of Chelan and David, who holds a doctorate in
Philosophy is from the town of West Brook. With a twin-
kle in their eye, they recall how their grandmother was
an accomplished pianist and they are in fact a family of
doctors, musicians and researchers. Their father Robert
Morris William Travers was born in the year 1913 and his
older sister, Dorothy in the year, 1910 in the Directors
bungalow on campus. Their father was a well qualified
man who immigrated to America as an Indian and not
an Englishman.

Recalling their first understanding of their grandfathers
contribution, they knew he had started a school in India.
This was until the internet showed them what IISc was
and an Indian colleague told David that his grandpa was
the founder of the Harvard of India. They reminisce about
their grandfather and the beautiful and insightful letters
he not, not being a person who could do a lot of talking
to children. He would make bows and arrows for them and
also his lab equipments. He also did furniture designing.
Their grandfather was a very stern man who had his ideas
about how the world should work. From old papers, they
saw how he had a map about what he wanted to do with
this piece of land and wanted to start some specific and fo-
cussed departments to begin with. Though carrying out an
interaction was not his best strength, he was a strong per-
sonality. David and Michael feel that, that is where “Tata
and Grandpa fit in well together”, they had similar vision
and thinking.

Talking about their visit to the institute, they cite how

coming to IISc has been a humbling experience and that
they have never felt as warmly greeted anywhere as an out-
sider as they have here. They visited various labs and said
they saw a glow in the eyes of the students and faculty when
they were discussing their work.

They say that Ratan Tatas wisdom will underpin the
future growth of this institute. The students here have
a strong theoretical background and what is important is
that the Institute should teach them how to make things
and that would be their grandfathers legacy. Each time
students here solve a problem, some more questions should
arise from it.

In their message to IIScians, they say that we need to
keep doing what we are doing and also recognise what we
have here. In IISC, we have no choice but to move up-
wards. The difference between No.1 and No.2 is very small
and they said they hope to see some Nobel Laureates com-
ing out of the institute.

They closing remarks were that this institute should
be a centre where human progress is held forward. Their
grandfather would be very proud to see IISc like this today!

Madhurima Das (MGMT), Shyam (MGMT).
Photo Credits: Dr Ahuja (ISU).

Sandalwood smuggle in IISc.

On May 23, 2009 around 9:30 pm, the chandan smugglers
again stuck IISc and managed to cut a precious Chandan
(sandalwood) tree near swimming pool inside IISc campus.
The fall of the tree was observed by a security guard when
he heard its sound in the night. By the time he came to
the scene of the crime, the smugglers had already managed
to flee in the darkness. Immediately, security patrol was
called up and they started search operations in and around
jubilee garden. Our IISc Security patrol team was success-
ful in nabbing one of the chandan smuggler while trying to
scale the IISc boundary wall. On interrogation he revealed
that they were a group of three people who used to sneak
into IISc for Chandan trees.

A notorious gang of chandan smugglers is active in IISc
and during the past few years they have wiped off numerous
chandan trees from IISc. All the chandan trees that were
once found in Jubilee garden have succumbed to theft by
this organised gang.

Being the students of IISc we all must be alert to any
such activities. As most of us work late nights at IISc, I
would request you all to note down the following security
numbers in your cellphones. If you find any such attempt to
cut chandan trees or any kind of theft or suspicious persons
in campus strolling at night carrying axes etc., then please
immediately inform the security at the following numbers:
2293 2400 or 2293 2225 or 2293 2841 or 2293 2617
or 9845450888.

Your alertness and prompt action can only stop these
smugglers from there nefarious acts and would prevent the
campus from getting deprived of our natural wealth.

Nishkam Jain (EE).
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At Vanvasi Chetna Ashram.

“When I gave food to the poor, they called me a saint. When

I asked why the poor were hungry, they called me a commu-

nist.” – Dom. Helder Camara.

Salwa Judum in Halbi means peace gathering. The ver-
sion that government prefers. In gondi it means collective
hunting. Cruel ironies like these define Bastar and the whole
of Chhattisgarh.

We were in Dantewada, Chhattisgarh from 15-05-09
to 17-05-09. Dantewada is a small town and the district
capital of Dantewada in southern Chhattisgarh, bordering
Andhra Pradesh. The region is heavily forested with a pre-
dominantly tribal population, forming a part of the for-
est belt labeled Dan dakaranya in Ramayana. The area is
among the richest in mineral resources which includes 18%
of Indias iron ore deposits along with uranium, graphite
ore, limestone, diamond and other deposits. Reasonably
self sufficient tribal economy has little space for minerals.
The story here is straight out of a conspiracy theory. Tribals
were historically oppressed ,exploited and at times ignored
by the British and later the Indian government. Maoist
movement which began as a peasant struggle in West Ben-
gal, get pushed to forests in northern Andhra Pradesh and
subsequently Chhattisgarh (then Madhya Pradesh) over the
decades. They decide to exploit the local discontent for
their class struggle. It may be noted that the ideology
of working classes and peasants in actuality has little or
no place for tribals. Tribals turn to armed revolution and
capture a fair bit of territory. Government still does not
bother. With Neo-liberal reforms in 1991, globalisation and
the formation of Chhattisgarh, there is a renewed corpo-
rate interest. Tata and Essar sign MoUs with Chhattisgarh
government. The hitch was that the under PESA, 1996 a
special law for scheduled areas any major project required
local consent. Government with its belief in military solu-
tions to political and human problem starts Salwa Judum,
an armed vigilante group of tribals to counter the naxal
influence in the area. Salwa Judum partly serves as a land
clearing agent in places such as Lohaniguda. More so as a
sanitizing agent, as the anthropologist Nandini Sundar from
Delhi School of Economics puts it. The notion of sanita-
tion here implies a detribalized environment and advent of
civilization, which both the government and the predomi-
nantly migrant middle class perceives as a requisite pre con-
dition for industrialization. Its no coincidence that Mahen-
dra Karma the man who started Salwa Judum is also the
local agent for both Tata and Essar. Salwa Judum begins
its atrocities which far exceeds that of naxalites and sparks
off a spiral of violence. Over a lakh villagers get forcibly
displaced. Villages burnt. Women raped. Men brutally
murdered. Schools evacuated for camps. Villages identified
to be sympathetic to maoists , brutally wiped out. Fake
encounters of innocent tribals become a norm. Maoists re-
spond with equal ferocity. Suspected informers brutally
murdered. Villages identified as Salwa Judum strongholds
wiped out. Thirst for revenge makes people join either
camps. In this crossfire, villages have been wiped out, live
disrupted, people displaced. In the north of Chhattisgarh,
a doctor questions the Salwa Judum inflicted violence, he

gets jailed for two years. In this dystopia come to life, a
word like human rights seems anachronic.

In this war zone in a tiny hamlet of Kanwalnar lies a
Gandhian ashram called Vanvasi Chetna Ashram. It was
started in 1991 by a Gandhian called Himanshu Kumar and
includes a hundred odd workers, mostly tribals. Over the
years he has been trying to restore normalcy and faith in
the set up the Gandhian way. Through his efforts to incul-
cate political consciousness in the populace and small scale
self sufficient models of development. By trying to get peo-
ple to stand up for themselves and ensure implementation
of state schemes like anganwadi, NREGA and the like. By
getting people to stand up against State and Maoist in-
flicted violence, by filing FIRs against fake encounters and
police atrocities. Most recent of them being the Singaram
fake encounter case. Where 19 tribals were shot dead by
the police who called it a sudden encounter with maoists.
Survivors and family refute the claim that they were nax-
als. In this sudden encounter salwa judum seems to have
found the time to rape four women stab them in the back.

Most recent of their efforts has been to rehabilitate
villagers displaced by the Salwa Judum and Naxalites in
Basaguda and Lingagiri in the Bijapur district of Chhattis-
garh. After villagers were burnt down, around 50,000 trib-
als in the area moved to Cherala in Andhra Pradesh and
worked as petty manual labourers in the farms. Supreme
Court in March asked Chhattisgarh government to rehabil-
itate these villagers back in their native villagers. Through
the efforts of VCA and a NGO in Andhra Pradesh, few hun-
dreds of them were being rehabilitated. We were in Raipur
for the free Binayak Sen campaign , when we heard this.
We here includes me, Arvind Marathe from MBU, Sarita
Dhawan from Civil and Soundara Iyer from JNCASR. Out
of curiosity and interest we decided to go to Dantewada and
meet Himanshu.

On our arrival in Dantewada, we were taken to his
ashram. We soon left for Basaguda with Himanshu. The
trip was replete with sights of checkposts, fallen trees, de-
stroyed houses, graveyards and bombed vehicles. With sto-
ries of police atrocities which include murders, burnt vil-
lages and seizure of ration. After a spending a few hours
in Basaguda, we returned to ashram. Along with us, a me-
dia intern from Symbiosis, Veronica and a photojournalist
from Mumbai, Javed Iqbal were also based in the Ashram.
Next morning, the ashram was greeted with a vacation or-
der from Tehsildars office. There was a court case pending
against the ashram land in the court for two years. Govern-
ment claimed it was forest land and hence the ashram land
was illegally encroached upon. According to the ashram
officials and villagers, it was built on the local gram sabha
land. The vacation order on a sub judice matter, was de-
livered by the police on 16th , even though it was dated
13th.The vacation and demolition was scheduled on 17th
May, a Sunday. 16th was a Saturday, hence courts were
shut. Election counting was on, hence most higher officials
were busy. After a day of frantic efforts to contact higher
officials and media, VCA officials spent the night with an
assurance from the Chief Secretary that ashram would be
given sufficient notice in event of any demolition.

Next morning at 6:30, a few hundred strong Special
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Task Force surrounded the ashram. Soon the Bulldozers,
Police, District Force and Special Police Officers marched
in. The Sub Division Magistrate, Mr. Ankit Anand arrived
at 7:30 and ordered the demolition of the ashram. When
Mr. Himanshu tried to discuss, he was given an hour to
vacate the whole ashram premises. It maybe interesting to
note that the same SDM was incharge of the magestarial
enquiry for the Singaram killings and he gave a clean chit
to the police. Now the ashram premises includes the office,
a few homes and a few rooms for visitors. Within the span
of an hour, all the important documents were moved and so
were the essential items in the houses. At 9, SDM entered
the campus and bulldozers stared rolling in. Javed tried to
shoot the demolition. The police immediately caught him
and detained him in a Van. All the cameras were seized
at this point, without any legal orders. I went to the SDM
and asked him about the legal validity of the demolition..
That seemed a provocation enough for the SDM to ask the
STF to detain me. On the way to the van, I was manhan-
dled , hit on the neck with the butt of a rifle, and kicked on
the back. Himanshus nephew Abhay, Veronica and Arvind
followed the suit for similarly frivolous reasons. Sarita and
Soundarya were busy shifting the luggage and thus man-
aged to escape the police eye. Arvind was taken to the
police bus while rest of us were locked up in the van. He
was almost continuously kicked and beaten up for around
2 hours, with a few breaks. During the course, an STF of-
ficial uncorked a gun and asked him to confess at the gun
point that he was a naxal. During the course of interro-
gation that followed, he was constantly threatened to state
that Himanshu was a naxal, and ran a prostitution racket.
He was told that they would dress him up as a naxal and
shoot him if he refused to state so. Somewhere during that
an armed official went to the extent of stating that if presi-
dents rule was applied, they would clear up the whole bas-
tar of tribals and flush out the naxals. “Sabko Maar denge,
koi rehega hi nahi, to naxal kaun banega”, were the precise
words. Meanwhile the STF singled out Javed for his article
on the recent police atrocities in Badepalli and kicked him
for around 10 minutes. Constables guarding our van were
under strict instructions, not to let us talk or even to let us
ask for water. Luckily for us, these constables did smuggle
in water for us and did let us talk in the absence of STF.
They didn’t even let in the next STF official who came to
bash up Javed. During the demolition, a government hand
pump of the village was destroyed. When villagers con-
fronted the SDM, his precise remark was “Kal laga denge,
ek din mein pani ke bagaair koi nahi marta.”

Soon after the demolition , we were let out of our vans.
When Arvind and Javed complained about the beatings,
we were asked to be taken to Dantewada police station to
register our statements. He publicly instructed the police
to bash us up horribly during the detention. (“Inko itnaa
maaro ki do din tak kuch Bol na paaye.”) We were lucky
again, that the police officer in charge let us off after regis-
tering our statement and a short medical check up. During
the medical checkup , our bruises were completely ignored.
VCA soon moved to smaller premises in Dantewada town.
The same night as planned, we left for Bangalore through
Vijayawada.

The question was, why was Himanshu targeted? What
problem would the state have with a Gandhian who devoted
all his energy to the tribals? The delay in arrival of the or-
ders proves beyond doubt that it was a deliberate attempt
at sabotaging his activities. If we look at the recent history
of Chhattisgarh, we notice a trend in those arrested under
the draconian laws. Almost all of them raised their voices
against state oppression at some point. After Binayak Sen,
they only seem to get more sure of tackling any dissent or
disapproval. What happened to VCA and marginally to us
in Dantewada was by no means an isolated act. It was a
part of long sustained process to undermine any critique
of the state or its actions. To be honest, we didn’t even
face a fraction of what the tribals face everyday. But then
tribals getting beaten up or killed by the forces doesn’t
seem to make an interesting story. Students from elite in-
stitutions getting bashed up, arouses the media and mid-
dle class interests a lot more. Humanity is divided in two
halves. The privileged who ought not to be scratched and
the bulk, whose poverty deprives them of even basic human
rights. They can be killed by the state officials at whim,
displaced in millions at the altar of what some call devel-
opment. Structures exist to maintain this inequality and
violence which has both active and passive manifestations.
When they finds themselves manipulated by armed mili-
tant groups like in Sri Lanka, JK, Chhattisgarh or North
East, state ignores the socio-political problems at hand and
seeks a military solution. Any disapproval or talk human
rights gets suppressed. The state seems hell bent to make
it a case of with or against us. Ala George Bush. Beneath
the veneer of a just democracy and modern state, we are
still a feudal colonial apparatus.

We are complicit is all this. Through our participation
in economic processes that precisely thrive on such exploita-
tion. Through our selfish endorsement of the myth of de-
velopment , even when benefits can never really outweigh
the human costs. Like in Singur or Narmada. Through
our sense of privilege which makes us believe that hot wa-
ter and lack of internet in hostels is the biggest problem
confronting humanity. Through our reduction of politics
and democracy to the mere act of voting. Through our re-
duction of nationalism to unflinching loyalty to the state
and its armed forces. Through our own greedy ambition of
class ascendancy while being oblivious of the needs of ma-
jority. Through our own ideologically bounded justification
of acts of violence by militant outfits, whichever colour they
come in. Through our blindness to oppression and social hi-
erarchies. Be it gender,caste, region,religion or class based
hierarchies which continue to survive and thrive despite our
apathy.

The beast of power rages in all of us.
Update: Himanshu went ahead with the rehabilitation

in the area. Maoists killed two former Salwa Judum work-
ers a few days back. In retaliation, Salwa Judum kidnapped
Himanshu Kumar and Kopa Kunjam during a visit to Lin-
gagiri on 4th June, 2009 and threatened to kill him. They
managed to escape on 6th June to Andhra Pradesh on bike
through the forests and held a press conference on 7th June
in Bhadrachalam.

T.V.H. Prathamesh (MATHS).
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Stray animals in campus.

Some students have expressed concerns about Stray Dogs
and Cats in campus. Excerpts from the discussion on
iiscstudents Yahoo group are given below. Voices thank
Saraswathi (MBU), Pratap (ECE), Kalidas (SERC),
Suresh (CSA), Arun (CSA), and Sudarshan (CSA) for
allowing us to share their views.

[...] This is about stray animals, especially stray dogs in
the campus, which seem to be present quite often near the
C-mess, faculty club and the areas opposite the J N Tata
statue. There are also many cats that are found in the tea-
board premises and also inside the hostel. It has also been
seen that the dogs especially tend to feel theatened easily
or are hungry or like to attack in packs. For whatever rea-
son, there have been incidents of groups of dogs attacking
people. I myself was attacked by a group of around 9-10.
There was a case of a small kid in the school near the SBI
(in both cases nothing serious happened). There have been
many more such incidents in the campus. My request is to
not only be alert, but also try to discourage the breeding
of these animals in the campus. Vey often there are furious
battles between various groups of dogs and if one happens
to be in the vicinity, or in the way of these animals, they
might shift their aggresion onto the human. [...] Please call
CUPA for animal birth control or adoption etc. If you find
any disturbed dog or hear of a dog bite also please inform
such that such dogs can be taken away and other dogs can
be neutered and let free. The number is as follows: 080-
22947302.

If there are animal lovers who want to care for such an-
imals, please rememeber that you may need to take more
responsibility than play with puppies or encourage animals
near the mess and other eating places. If not please take re-
sponsibility for the resulting increase in a hungry and angry
dog population. [...]

R. Saraswathi (MBU).

[...] They even come and roam around even within the
new hostel blocks as if they are too the boarders. To aid
them there are some people who take food in their rooms
and instead of putting the waste in the enclosed container,
they put them in the open dustbins outside their rooms
which become their main attraction. They tear apart all
the polythenes and the garbage gets spread in a large area.
Even some times 2-3 dogs bark inside the hostel block which
can in some cases cause dog bite and that is the worst thing
you could ever have imagined, getting biten by a dog while
you are going to toilet. Even I have seen some dogs having
some disease cause very bad smell in the surrounding [...]
So I think the authorities have to step in here to curb their
population and roaming in the hostel blocks and student
council should make an appeal from the students side for
this. Also there lies some responsibility from our students
side by discouraging them by not putting the food items in
the open dustbins, which is their main attraction to come
inside hostel. [...]

Pratap (ECE).

[...] I am also unhappy about a dog near A-mess trying
to attack my 5 yr old nephew. Though I generally am kind
to animals I have suspicion about ’our animal lovers’ who
extrapolate kindness to an aggressive dog bent on repro-
ducing and defining territories. I really doubt the medical
care with which they sterilize a dog, we don’t know it may
be life long pain to the dog. One possible solution is pain-
less shooting out... a one time activity and observe silence
for 2 minutes sometime later. [...]

Yeturu Kalidas (SERC).

Did anyone of you try calling CUPA/PETA/Karuna? I
have – and believe me it is a sure way to have your fingers
burnt (i.e other than being a Ph.D student). They ask you
to pay money to shift the dogs. Few years ago I was naive
and stupid enough to pay 800 for a litter of 7 + mother.
[...] I’m not interested in people coming to the campus with
wire lassos and strangle the dogs in the process of shoving
into the van. Not a pleasant sight. No idea what happens
to them after that. Cyanide, shock or a brutal bludgeon?
[...] At the same time it is not a pleasant sight either to
see some kid mauled by strays. [...] when there are dogs
outside the campus there is no way you cannot have dogs
inside a campus of this size and given that its boundaries
are porous. (btw we don’t see pigs inside the campus are
there are none outside) fact of the matter is: dogs cannot be
“removed” from the campus unless you have check points
with guards who could painlessly eliminate those that keep
entering the campus now and then. [...] best thing is to tol-
erate the presence of sterilized dogs and coordinating with
animal shelters to remove litters. (but from my exp i know
how difficult it is to interact with animal shelters.)

lastly about people promoting dogs and puppies – i
don’t think people have the time and motivation to feed
day after day, it happens infrequently. It is the leftovers
from the mess that provide a perennial source of food. let
us think of a better waste disposal systems – covered waste
bins to begin with. make the campus a waste free area and
naturally dogs will disappear.

Suresh (CSA).

I talked to CUPA today. They are willing to get puppies
”with thanks” (They say that they’ll give it for adoption).
They can spay/neuter strays for free, but they encourage
us to donate, which will be certified.

Regarding donation, it will be great if each of us can
contribute some money to encourage CUPA. Even Rs.10,
Rs. 5, or even Re.1 will be great. Since Spaying/Neutering
is the most effective way to check stray population, even
those who are allergic to dogs will be benefited, so they can
also contribute. We can shortly arrange for this donation
activity, after working out the details.

We can first try this on Lovely (the Queen who gave
birth recently - She and her family were once living in the
lawn beside the road connecting A-B messes and Mrigasira-
Cauvery road. Lately, I heard, she shifted her residence
near the Mrigasira-Cauvery road) and her kids. CUPA shall
keep the kids, spay Lovely and return her to IISc once she
recovers.

Arun (CSA).
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Beyond Symbolic Gestures.
As I was walking towards A-mess at around 8pm, it ap-
peared that there was no power in the messes. I realized
that this was no power problem; the lights had been in-
tentionally switched off! Then some one explained to me
the idea of Earth Hour, and how it is supposed to reduce
the carbon footprints. Some one else pointed out how we
seemed to be doing it only for the snob value. If at all
we were serious, are there not numerous ways of reducing
wastage on a daily basis, he asked. That struck a chord in
me, and I started thinking about it all.

How many of us care to switch off the geysers and lights
in the bathrooms after finishing using them? Why do we
seem to think that lights in the bathroom areas are also like
street lights that have to be left switched on from dusk to
dawn? Worse still, how many care to turn off lights after
use, even during day? It is not uncommon to leave room
lights and fans switched on while we go out, either! Then
we blame maintenance section for not replacing the burnt
out lights. Do we not leave lights switched on at our work
places all the time, irrespective of whether we are present
or not? Do we pause to think even for a moment, that we
are privileged to be having power all the time, and the rest
of Karnataka has a severe power shortage problem?

How many of us care to close the taps in the bathrooms
after finishing using them? Even if we do not know Mark
Twains famous words that beer is for drinking, and water
is for fighting, do we not know that the water that we care-
lessly allow to flow down the drain has possibly come all the
way from Cauvery, a distance of more than 100KM away?
Even if we assume that it came from some local source, that
it costs a lot of power and labour to pump it up and then
make it available in our taps whenever we want it? From
wherever it comes, is it an inexhaustible resource?

Instead, we blame the administration for failing to pro-
vide even these bare minimum amenities to students! An-
other friend of mine remarked wryly, Do these students for-
get to switch/turn off electricity and water in their homes
too, the way they do here in IISc?

Why is that we, the best of the students in the coun-
try, are enthusiastic about symbolic gestures like observing
Earth Hour, but cannot behave more responsibly dealing
with the same issue on a day to day basis? Why is it that
we seem to be more willing to protest human rights viola-
tions in some distant state or the other, than respect the
rights of our own fellow students who do not want to be dis-
turbed by loud music/din that we like to create, who do not
want to join in the Holi celebrations, who want to feel safe
walking on our roads... Or, is it that we do not know how to
apply our ‘theoretical’ knowledge to daily situations? If the
best in the country are incapable of behaving responsibly,
who will?

Let us decide: we will do better than to merely indulge
in symbolic gestures. We will minimize the wastage of pre-
cious water and power, so that their per capita consumption
inside IISc, obnoxiously high at the moment, is more in line
with that of people outside IISc. We will stop thinking and
behaving as we like, without a care for others around us.

Raghunathan T. (AERO).

Water crisis in girls’ hostels.
Various hostels in campus have been facing the water crisis
for quite some time now. In some girls’ hostels - Ashwini,
Kritika and Mrigasira, the problem is even more acute.
Each girls’ hostel is supposed to have a sump and a motor
for water supply. However, Kritika (∼150 students) shares
a sump and a motor with Ashwini (∼60 students). The mo-
tor is an archaic machine with no automatic level-controller
and requires a particular person from water supply office to
monitor everyday. Even when the supply is regular, it is
available only when this person is prompt. This ancient
motor requires a series of steps including pouring water via
an inlet valve and turning a gate valve using a wrench at
the right time. If the person doesnt arrive on time (which
as students complain is usually the case), not enough water
is pumped up to the two tanks on the terrace in Kritika.
This results in one of the possible scenarios: (i)No water in
Kritika, lot of water in Ashwini (ii)Water in Ashwini and
only in half of Kritika (iii)Water in only half of Ashwini
and half of Kritika or (iv)No water anywhere!

The best solution for the problem is to install an au-
tomatic level-controller with a new motor so that students
could operate and regulate it on their own if necessary.

Over the past few months, Bangalore Water Supply &
Sewerage Board (BWSSB) is supplying only 50% of its
usual quota to IISc. This has resulted in exacerbating the
issue. Under these circumstances, the Hostel Office has to
depend on private tankers. The tankers are called mostly
in the night, in the last minute when there is absolutely no
water left. So there is water in the morning (if the motor
operator comes on time) which gets used up almost at once.

A cooperative official at Hostel Office told Voices that
they get information of water shortage only after water fin-
ishes which is when they call tankers. Even after the tankers
are called, it is the duty of the pump house of IISc to sup-
ply the water to the respective hostels, and there is a lack
of punctuality in doing so. Under such a scenario, Hostel
Office is helpless. Other information received was that the
tanker owners (who are basically poor people without any
internet banking or the likes) have not yet been paid their
previous dues of more than a few months. Under these cir-
cumstances, asking them for water when there is a shortage
becomes an embarrassment. However, Finance & Accounts
Section told Voices that there are no bills pending.

The Hostel Office informs us that the situation should
hopefully improve as another line from the big sump in
front of C-mess to the girls’ hostel is expected soon. The
problem is not so severe in New Hostels (boys) as the sump
storage there is much bigger than in girls’ hostels.

It should be noted that students do have some responsi-
bility as well. It is observed that often when students check
for water by opening the taps, and find that there is no
water, they do not close the taps! When water eventually
comes (usually early mornings), a lot of water gets wasted
unnecessarily till someone notices and closes the taps. Also,
even when water is available, many students do not use wa-
ter judiciously. It is upto us to take care and not indulge
in such criminal wastage.

Arun (CSA) with inputs from
Sneha (CES), Sandhya (CES).
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Darwinian Evolution - Any Takers?

So, India has arrived! I am personally in the know of a
time when American school textbooks did not even have
the entry ”India” in the index under the letter ”I”. But, of
course, ”Indian” duly commemorated Columbus’s blunder!
What with ’globalization’, ’nuclear deal’, huge arms mar-
kets for the American military-industrial complex, NRI’s
finding high profile jobs in the US government, etc., certain
not-really-outlying social movements, especially of the US
religious right, are sought to be propagated in India now.

I mean ’Creationism’ and ’Intelligent Design’. A very
sizeable section of the American public wishes to go by the
literal interpretation of the ideas of creation contained in
the Old Testament, a document with much pre-Christian
content considered holy by all three of the great religions,
Judaism, Christianity and Islam, that had their origins in
West Asia. Darwin himself was fully aware of the possibil-
ity of his ideas on ’Evolution’ causing discomfort (to put
it mildly) to those with a fundamentalist bent of mind.
Darwin saw evidence of gradual change from whatever be-
ginnings ”Life” may have had and suggested a mechanism
for the change while the fundamentalists had to have only
a ’Creator’.

After many serious attempts by bewildered scientists
to prevent the deterioration of the manner by which a sci-
entific attitude can be inculcated among the young, the
fundamentalists have come up with new strategies. From
’Creationism’ which holds that a ’Creator’ (or whatever!)
created this world at a point of time (year, week and day
before ’now’) there has been a move to teach ’Intelligent
Design’. ’Intelligent Design’ holds that living things and
their behaviour are so complex that they could not have
come here by chance (as it is averred). Only an extraordi-
narily able and very clever ’Designer’ could have designed
and created them. ”Man” is that ’Designer’s’ highest ac-
complishment, the other created things are there only to
sustain (and entertain?) him. The problem remains, how-
ever, ’Intelligent Design” instantly destroys all freedom -
you have been ’designed’ to be or to do something to serve
a purpose. What follows next?

The sustained efforts of citizens concerned about the
quality of education have had a basic salutary effect af-
ter numerous hearings with legislators. Many states in the
US had laws virtually prohibiting treating ’Evolution’ in
any way because it is against the Biblical account. These
have now yielded to a situation whereby it has been made
mandatory to have the disclaimer that ’Evolution’ is just
’another theory’. A belief in the fact of creation by a
supreme entity that created all objects including living crea-
tures at a given instant was of equal, and great, importance.
The propagators of such ideas now admit that there have
been living things that have left fossil records going a long
way back in time. They have even created a museum in
southern California devoted to ”Creationism”. The appur-
tenances of the presentation of scientific ideas have been
cleverly manipulated as if to show that ”Creationism” is a
serious scientific alternative that can challenge ”Evolution”,
a theory that is said to be in serious crisis.

It may be interesting for us in India to get to know

that as recently as June 2008 the Governor of the State
of Louisiana, a man of Indian-origin, signed a Louisiana
Science Education Act into law. ”Marketed as support-
ing critical thinking in classrooms, the law threatens to
open the door for teaching creationism and for scientifically
unwarranted critiques of evolution in public school science
classes”. This quotation is taken from the January 2009 is-
sue of the Scientific American dedicated to ”The Evolution
of Evolution - how Darwin’s theory survives and reshapes
the world”. It was a special issue published on the occa-
sion of the sesquicentenary of the ”most powerful idea in
science”.

One would be at a loss as to what to make of Creation-
ism/Intelligent Design in the face of evidence of unimagin-
ably long stretches of time past and vast extents of space.
The fossil record shows that evolution cannot be in any
hurry. Most important yet is the discovery in the middle
of the 20th Century of the molecular basis of heredity, cou-
pled with an understanding of how heritable information
is subject to change in specific ways. Mutation may lead
to either a successful or unsuccessful change; by ”success-
ful” it is meant a better fitting into an ever renewing, ever
opening ecological niche. Sexual transmission, mixing up
that information in complex ways, increases the chances of
that success as well as the rate of reproduction, which needs
to be high. The pressures that cause changes in heritable
information so that the new organisms fit the available eco-
logical niches better are THE most relentless imaginable.

I have never personally understood why certain types of
fundamentalists are uncomfortable with the idea of ’Evo-
lution’. Coming from ancient times we in India, familiar
with how to represent large numbers with just ten numeri-
cal symbols, how to imagine vast spaces and epochs of time
(”Brahmaanda” - Brahma’s Egg, ”Brahma’s Day”), face
no hurdle in accommodating the idea of ’Evolution’ which,
after all, needs lots of time. Some kind of fundamental be-
lief that what is handed down must be the ONLY truth
and nothing else can be true, even if contradicted by evi-
dence from material evidence, seems to characterize people
of a certain kind. That characteristic, which actually de-
nies freedom to investigate anything, remains beyond my
understanding.

I do not know under what circumstances it happened.
Did a certain individual or an interested group sponsor-
ing him wangle an invitation to organize a meeting at
our well-known, world-class institution of scientific research
with the purpose of promoting the cause of ’Creationism’?
Did the authorities of the IISc sound out certain (stu-
dents’) cultural groups on the matter of providing a plat-
form for someone wishing to propagate a ’alternative’ to
’Darwin’s Theory of Evolution’? The IISc is fortunate to
have many student bodies representing different linguis-
tic/cultural groups. One such group was inveigled into
organizing a meeting. The group belonged to a province
with a deep classical history, that engaged in propagating
ancient Indian cultural values (including language) to all
of Southeast Asia, is known for its beautiful form classical
dance, is home to a supreme style of architecture, was the
place where a sublime poem celebrating the love of Radha
and Krishna was composed in chaste Sanskrit (I could go
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on and on). I will not name that province but I will give
you one guess. I offer no prizes if you arrived at the correct
answer!

The lecture, titled ”Human Devolution: A Vedic Alter-
native to Darwin’s Theory” (deceptively), was organized
to be delivered by one Michael A. Cremo, Ph.D., on the
evening of March 21 at the Choksi Hall. The abstract of
the lecture said that the alternative to ’Darwin’s Evolu-
tion’ [to which the audience was going to be treated] had
its basis in a ”deep study” of the ”Vedas and the Puraanas”
and ”consciousness”. The speaker had impeccable creden-
tials, being a member of this or that society of archaeology
or paleontology. The purpose was clearly to propagate a
fundamentalist doctrinaire position, a position that cannot
have a place at all in any free investigation for trying to
find an answer to that question of early man, one that has
remained unanswered to this day.

I will not go much into the details of what the speaker
actually said except to allude to an important matter. The
point of the evening’s whole presentation was that ”man”
has existed for eons after he had been created in his present
likeness - he had not ”evolved” from anything ”lower”. A
slide was shown purporting to show evidence for this. Scien-
tists had conspired to ignore ’findings’ like skeletal remains
said to have been dated carefully to several hundreds of
thousands years that were ’clearly’ quite like those of ’mod-
ern’ man. There has been no ’Evolution’ !

Clearly to make the presentation look and sound ”sci-
entific”, the speaker made a reference to Mary Leakey’s
discovery near a place called Laetoli, in Kenya, of foot-
prints made by two ’persons’ walking one behind the other
on freshly deposited wet volcanic ash. The footprints were
clearly preserved because the ash had become cement hard
and covered up over time. The two sets of footprints
were apparently made by a bipedal hominid with a nor-
mal, present-day human gait and his smaller ”wife’, pos-
sibly carrying a child in her arms. Photographs of the
hard slab bearing the footprints have been reproduced in all
widely circulated journals and magazines all over the world;
it is now protected from such destructive influences as may
come from the growth of weeds, etc. by special covering.
These photographs are always accompanied by an imagina-
tive artist’s rendering of what the scene would have been
like when the ”walk” (by hominid’s hairier than the present
’sapient’ variety) was taking place with a smoking volcano
(Killimanjaro?) in the background. The Leakey family,
Mary, her late husband Louis and their son Richard are
among an illustrious group of paleo-anthropologists world-
famous for its discoveries of fossilized hominid remains in
the Rift Valley region of Eastern Africa.

The Rift Valley that encompasses the large lakes of
Eastern Africa is now regarded as the place of origin of
what we regard as ’Modern Man’. It is joined by other rift
valleys coming in from the north (the valley of the river
Jordan) and the east and meeting at the Afar Triangle of
Ethiopia. The tracing of the modes of speciation of the ho-
minid remains in this vast region is an arduous task. The
remains, despite being sparse (just parts of skulls, collar-
bones, some teeth, fragments of limb bones, etc.), seem to
indicate widely diverse speciation over a period of some-

thing like 4-6 million years.

There is evidence of initial speciation from primates,
extinction of species and coming into being of new species
in later times, call it ’evolution’, if you will, a branching
form of descent from a common ancestor. Some features of
earlier species could have been carried over unchanged into
(conserved in) later ones. A scientific attitude would tell us
that nothing in the available evidence can be interpreted in
wholesale manner as ”there has been no Evolution” on the
basis that the footprints are ”modern-looking”.

The speaker after going on in this manner for some more
time about how scientists have conveniently ignored the ev-
idence presented by ”modern” skeletal remains that can be
dated over hundreds of thousands of years ended his lec-
ture displaying a pie chart. [Implicitly, he seemed to have
given up the interpretation of the scriptural position that
the world had been created on a particular day not too long
ago.] I am not sure if the pie chart was meant to show the
numbers of adherents to this or that theory of our origins
or the relative capability of each interpretation of the pa-
leontological evidence. Only a rather thin slice represented
matter directly supportive of Darwinian evolution and an
even thinner one as evidence of the work of a ”statistical in-
terplay of particles and forces” (?). A large slice displayed
the operation of ”Intelligent Design”. The largest, what
appeared to be 70

Never was anything specific mentioned of the ”Puraanas
and the Vedas”, the very pieces of oral tradition and lit-
erature that incorporate the earliest speculations of Homo
sapiens in trying to answer the question ”Whence all this?”
But then, the speaker went on about how religious heads
in India (so-called ”seers” and heads of ”Mutts”), some of
the dime-a-dozen ”god(wo)men” and the like endorsed his
views. He was, perhaps, expecting some kind of respectful
approval from the audience but I am not sure if anything
like that was forthcoming. ’Endorsement’ by god(wo)men
and the like is not surprising since they cannot be expected
to be familiar with the terms of the ”Evolution” vs. ”Cre-
ationism/ Intelligent Design” controversy that is vexing the
U. S. A. - they just agree with anyone who says ”God
created it”. And, I doubt that they can be expected to
be aware of materialistic or atheistic traditions of Indian
thinking (Lokaayata neethi, Chaarvaka nyaaya, etc.) and
theological arguments of the past, the Bhakti movement
having swamped them all. Much less can we expect the
speaker with the credentials he said he had to be aware of
how complex was what happened in the Indian past.

At the question and answer session, a question in-
evitable in the Indian context, ”Are there not mentions of
long eons (yugas) in the Indian Puraanas and epics?” was
asked. The speaker’s sidestepped the problem created by
the mention of some specific date of creation not too long
before now (about 6000 years), and said that the Indian the
same texts also say that the Universe was created by God.

Another question, again inevitable in the Indian con-
text, was the nature of the Dasaavataaras (the Ten ”De-
scents”) of Vishnu: Is there not a progression from fish to
terrestrial reptilian to mammal to dwarfish man to ”man”
to hero...? The speaker said he had ’heard’ of this before
and continued that no one had tried to apply the paradigm



JUNE 2009 12

of the Dasaavataaras to the living lineage until they had
heard of Darwin’s theory. Well, tragically enough, no one
in the audience pointedly asked how come the undoubtedly
much older tradition of Indian mythology arrive at a pro-
gression so much in parallel to the course of development
envisaged by Darwin? Also, the Scientific American quotes
Anaximander, a 7th Century B. P. Greek philosopher, as
suggesting that all life forms evolved from fish in the seas
and went through a process of modification once they were
established on land.

Was the purpose of the talk to divide the Indian people
on points like whether there was or there was no Evolution,
there was or there was no a ”creator” who used ”Intelligent
Design”, etc. with the dangerous implication of ”commu-
nalising” the whole question? Was it to force the parties to
take up positions and to act violently in support of those
positions? The whole matter seemed predicated on a total
non-comprehension of the accommodative or inclusive spirit
of Indian thinking and culture and India’s diversity. I say
this even while knowing that attempts were recently made
to include astrology as subject in university courses by one
ruling party as if that subject is integral to understanding
what Ancient Indian thinking was all about.

I feel that the whole event was to create support for
the essentially unscientific creationist agenda, unscientific
because a statement like ”God created the world” prompts
no further investigation. Theodosius Dobzhansky, a dis-
tinguished professor of molecular and cell biology and bio-
chemistry once reminded a premed student that ”without
Evolution, modern biology, including medicine and biotech-
nology, would not make sense”. But then the scientific posi-
tion may even include a ”confession” like the following: ”...
after decades of concerted efforts on the part of neuroscien-
tists, psychologists and philosophers only one proposition
about how the brain makes consciousness has emerged un-
challenged: We don’t have a clue”.

I wish to make it clear that my intention is NOT to
denigrate or jeer at religions that originated in West Asia.
Judaism began as a movement to free a people from slav-
ery - the earliest Judaic people were trying to escape being
co-opted to the building of huge monuments by Egyptian
imperial system. Christianity brought in the message of
Love, Humility and the possibility of Grace. Islam removed
all of pre-existing superstition with a final message. In that
circumstance, I do not see the necessity of taking up any
fundamentalist position in regard to the origins of the Uni-
verse, Life and Consciousness, so far as these may be open
to scientific investigation. Is it possible to conceive of a
’Creator’ who did no more than set wave-particles in force
fields just to watch the fun of what would follow? The task
of trying to answer the question ” What is Knowledge?”
the Upanishads asked first.

A scientific attitude must inform all debate on ”Evolu-
tion”. That debate takes place at a cross-section of hard sci-
entific investigation, the ”soft” science of trying to answer
”What is a species?”, theology and religious and cultural
factors, cosmology ... all sorts of human endeavour.

S. N. Balasubrahmanyam (Faculty, OC).

First five votes, first five notes...

and the 100th!

The first five voters for the Students’ Council Elections 2009
had different expectations from the SC and what is interest-
ing to note is that none of them had attended the soapbox.

The first voter, Ashvinikumar Patilb (MECHENG)
said that he wants more information about their activi-
ties and better performance than earlier SCs. Goutham
(CSA), the second voter, wanted a yoga and meditation
centre to be set up and said that the reason why he was
voting was that it is his duty. While duty beholds, our
third voter Mohammad Asadullah Khan (CEDT)
wanted better eateries and more badminton courts. The
fourth in line Srivatsa Bhargava (CEDT), did not ex-
pect much from the SC except that they should react to
issues promptly and deal with utmost importance. The
fifth voter was also the first woman voter, Mahua Ghara
(CES), who said that to get something done was difficult
and also difficult to deal with the administration. It is easy
to blame people but here there are students who are taking
the initiative, making effort and putting in their time. If
they get 10-15% done, it is ok.

The 100th voter came in around 11 am and shared his
views and expectations- Prasenjit Biswas (SERC). He
said and later in a mail wrote, “The main expectation is
that the distance between the SC and the students should
be decreased. Many do not know what they are doing and
so people are reluctant to participate in activities of SC.Sc
is just two terms in the dictionary, nothing more.As far as
the polling process is concerned, it is fair enough. But the
most unimpressive fact is that the whole arrangement will
lead to election for only one post. Office bearers for the
other posts are already elected unopposed. This should not
be the scene. There is no contest at all. So where is the
point of an election? Rather we can term it selection. What
I want to say is that the student community in IISc is too
reluctant to take part in the process. They considers it as
wastage of time. The response is not good if we judge it
from a voter’s perspective also. I know many people who
does not know even the name of the contestants. Today is
just like any Saturday to many. And they should not be
blamed for this. It reflects the inability of the SC that they
could not reach to every student’s doorstep. And this dis-
tance does create a mind set-up which says that SC is not
so powerful here and if one bad person is being elected we
are not going to affected much or if one really great person
is elected then also we will not be at the zenith. People
are not able to feel the essence of this common platform
of the students, by the students, for the students. So I do
expect from the next SC that they will try to eradicate this
distance. They should try to build the proper symbiosis be-
tween Student Community(SC) and Student Council(SC).
The crowd in a student council event should outnumber the
crowds in events organized by regional groups. Then auto-
matically the problem will come along with its solution.”

Madhurima Das (MGMT), Shyam (MGMT).
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A Geek... in Love!

You certainly know Chantu: Chantu the geek! Any day a
black cat crosses your path, he is sure to bump into you –
and hold you up for at least an hour, yacking about matters
you never cared in your lifetime: why is electricity trans-
mitted in high voltage, why is Java a better programming
language than C, how to design conical clutches... Exactly
– the most tiresome, draggy, dry, unamusing, irksome per-
son to have shambled on this planet!

The candlelit Diwali nights in B Mess are special:
though slightly dicey to stumble to your table, an atmo-
sphere of eerie romanticism certainly prevails. It was one
such night that Chantu first noticed her – and he was
floored. He treasured the way her lips would swing into
a smile, he cherished the way her eyes would sing in mis-
chief, he adored the way her arms would dance in abandon...
Chantu was in love!

However, a slight little poser presented itself: the girl
didn’t even care that, incidentally, for the last twenty-some
years, this fella had subsisted in the same galaxy as hers.
For her, he was just another blighter in the same mess, just
another bloke among five hundred others cribbing about
the food. And Chantu was diffident and abashed even to
plod to her and tattle his existence, let alone give tongue
to his love.

The very minute he discovered her name from one of her
acquaintances, he galloped to his lab. He stepped into the
heavenly abode of the ultimate savior: www.orkut.com. His
keyboard screamed: ”Amrita”; ”10025 matches”, grinned
back Orkut . After sweating through the profiles of his
beloved’s namesakes, and that of his friends of friends of
friends..., he finally dug out Her profile – a profile with
a photograph of Goofy (the dog), under the cover name
“Serendipity”. Rightly so; one needs to be innately fortu-
nate with hyper-link selections to excavate an undercover
orkutter!

As he read the columns on her hobbies and interests,
he felt like a boat which, while enjoying a beautiful sunset
from the midst of a river, chances upon a hole underneath
itself. Amrita was fascinated about everything from pot-
tery, painting, music, dance, poetry, photography, drama,
cartooning... – from every single creative avocation that
Chantu had heard of, to every single one that he hadn’t.
He decided: whatever it takes, he will woo her!

The Rhythmica auditions were in progress in the
Gymkhana main hall. Chantu could see the map: he was
going to sing his way to her heart. When his name was
announced at the audition, he took two complete minutes
to free himself from the Double Fisherman’s knot that he
had entangled himself in, sniggering at the vocal assets of
the prospective Rhythmicans. He began his song, drawing a
deep breath and closing his eyes, and finished it bowing for-
ward and low to acknowledge the thunder of applause that
he had anticipated at his ground-shattering performance.
No sound. He understood: the audience was mesmerized!
On looking up, he found the sight only slightly disturbing.
Two crows had fallen from the Gymkhana roof: Stone-dead!
Three of the judges were on the floor: Cold unconscious!
The ill-fated ones, however, had not fainted: rolling on the

ground with their ears clutched tightly shut, they were des-
perately gasping for breath, but still managing to beat their
legs at exactly 271.89 MHz.

Chantu tried painting: his art found place only with
apotropaic masks to ward off evil-spirits. He tried pho-
tography: his photographs were used in the ”what is it?”

section of a quiz. He tried dancing: the strength of the
dance class immediately slipped into an exponential decay.

There is something about Love: it makes you oblivious
of your failures – and to others’ pain. Unmindful about
this planet’s meagre resilience at enduring such ”creative”
pursuits, Chantu decided to assay an essay. Girls are emo-
tional: he would pen a pensive tearjerker. And, what could
have been more tragic than the account of his own unilat-
eral ardour? When he finally took the pen off his pad sub-
sequent to three nights and three days of uninterrupted toil,
the paper was reeking wet with his own tears. He reckoned
that the flood of aqueous solution secreted by the lachrymal
glands of the readers of this distressing tale would surely
improve new hostel block’s deplorable water situation.

The “generous” Voices team agreed to publish his ar-
ticle. Grabbing the very first copy of the issue, he waded
through each section to eventually locate his sentimental
narrative – what a blunder! – in the ”Humour” section of
the newsletter. Another blooper by the Voices team! He
searched for a clean chair, sat down, and then, swooned for
sometime...

The next day, Chantu found himself under a torrent of
compliments for his “magnificent” composition. His friends
were certain that even the likes of Wodehouse, Twain
and Saki, in their entire career, had never produced such
drollery. And then came the moment: Amrita, with two
of her other friends, invited the newly acclaimed king of
jape to the Snack Canteen. While the two friends were in
the queue for their eleventh packet of chips, Chantu was
alone with Amrita. Well, almost – other than a filthy dog
licking an empty cup on a table to Amrita’s right-side, a
dozen cockroaches making merry on a half-eaten cake near
Chantu’s left shoe, and eighty-seven flies demonstrating
dodgy flight manoeuvres over them.

After a long silence, Amrita complained, ”Chantu, you
are a very quiet guy.” ”N-n-n not really.” His noddle grap-
pled for an interesting topic. ”Do you know why cars need
differential gears?” ”No...h...” Amrita sighed heavily, mak-
ing the dog startle from its meditative tongue exercise, two
of the cockroaches to topple over and faint, and eight of the
flies to undertake a serious evasive fallout in the middle of
a dangerous tactical artifice. ”When cars take a turn, the
relative speed...” Completely mindless of the plight of the
creatures in his immediate vicinity, Chantu extended this
initial discourse on differential gears to an hour long tuition
on at least fifteen assorted ”interesting” topics.

It was while explaining a new String matching algorithm
to the almost fainting Amrita, he noticed Her... Whilst
She silently sipped her tea at a table just behind Amrita,
Her ruminative eyes caused Chantu’s heart to miss fifteen
beats... ”Neha, did you finish the assignment?” Another
girl came and sat down with Her.

Neha! Chantu needed to gallop to his lab...

Subhajit Roy (CSA).
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Featured Blog: Prof Madras.

In this issue, we feature the blog titled Life in IISc

(http://giridharmadras.blogspot.com/) by Prof Giridhar
Madras from Chemical Engineering. In his post titled
Why blog? Prof Madras cites his reasons for blogging.

In a very detailed blog, Arunn discusses Indian scientists
and science blogging. So, why do scientists blog? I believe
in the Colgate’s statement, ”It is not a bad idea to get in
the habit of writing down ones thoughts.It saves one having
to bother anyone else with them.” Ben Franklin said, ”Ei-
ther write something worth reading or do something worth
writing.” Because I have not done anything for the latter,
I attempted to do the former.

Seriously, I started blogging because several people
asked me to write about factual data on publications, ci-
tations, higher education (numbers of graduates etc), pay
scales etc. I am fascinated by statistics. The factual data
is always missing even in the era of information overload.
For example, one newspaper report mentions that an assis-
tant professor at IIT gets Rs. 12,000 while a IIT B.Tech
graduate gets Rs. 1 lakh per month while another newspa-
per report says that IIT faculty can expect an 200% hike in
salary with the basic salary going up from 12,000 to 37,000.
Another report published today that discusses the Goverd-
han Mehta report says that the basic has gone up from
20,000 to 48,000. These reports are factually wrong. The
current salary for an assistant professor is 12,000 basic +
124% of dearness pay and dearness allowance. These are
being merged into the new scale and thus the salary, which
is already at 28,000 is going up to 37,000 and is thus an
increase of only around 30%. Even though we are in sci-
ence and supposed to be objective, many scientists have no
idea about the number of publications or graduates we pro-
duce or what comparable universities in US produce. It is
surprising for many scientists to know that we produce less
than 1000 doctorates in engineering and 50% of them are
from IIT/IISc (Many IITs now produce more doctorates
per year than IISc). Many refuse to believe that the num-
ber of engineering doctorates awarded to Indians in India is
lesser than the number of engineering doctorates awarded
to Indians in US universities alone.

Some one in the administration told me we (in India)
produce 30 lakh engineering graduates and 5000 research
papers per year. A B.Tech graduate who works in the Na-
tional Knowledge Commission told me that the number
of engineering graduates produced by India every year is
around 30,000. I was even more surprised when this person
had written a booklet on how to improve engineering edu-
cation in India! The actual numbers are 6 lakh engineering
graduates and 30,000 research papers per year. When I ex-
pressed shock at these kind of statements to the director,
he encouraged me to write a proposal to the government
for a project to gather actual numbers for IISc, IITs, India
etc. The government was most forthcoming to fund this.
While some of the documents I write are indeed funded by
the government, I felt the reports would be better dissemi-
nated if this was available freely (on a blog!) because there
is nothing secretive about any of this. Thus, most of the
articles on this blog are on higher education.

Security Issues.

We, students, are often heard complaining about lack of
security on campus. In April 2009, an incident occurred in
National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS) which in-
volved a heated argument between an IISc student and an
officer of NIAS. The student had parked his bike in NIAS
and had gone out via the NIAS gate for some work. While
returning, he was challenged by a passing NIAS official re-
garding his identity. The student didn’t have his IISc Iden-
tity Card then and tried to use the IISc sticker on his bike
as a proof. However, the official refused to accept that and
instead behaved rather aggressively with the student. The
conflict did not require much time to become a heated argu-
ment which had to be finally intervened by the IISc security
officer.

Now, while the incident itself is not of a great signif-
icance, there are two important conclusions to be drawn
from this. First, students should keep in mind that NIAS
is a separate institute which is not a part of IISc. Sec-
ondly, and more importantly, the IISc sticker on vehicles
is not a sufficient proof of identity. It is used just for the
convenience of the security personnel. Even though more
often than not, the security allows one to pass by without
any identity proof; we must be aware of the fact that any
security officer is well within his rights to stop us and ask
for our identity cards; therefore we should always carry it
along with us. The fact that such a check is not done often
enough or nobody even checks the validity of the Identity
Card is another point altogether and not one that should
concern us whilst we try to behave responsibly in a security-
conscious manner. A condescending attitude towards the
security personnel shouldn’t be encouraged and it should
be noted that it is down to us, we students, to help in
maintaining security.

Arun (CSA), Rupesh Nasre (CSA).

ICEAE conference at AERO.
The Department of Aerospace Engineering at the Indian
Institute of Science held an international conference
in all areas of aerospace engineering from May 18-22,
2009. The conference was marked by several notewor-
thy events such as technical paper presentations and
special sessions dedicated to key themes of current
interest. Apart from these there were special alumni
and industry-interaction events. The conference was
attended by a large number of scientists/engineers from
academia, research and development organizations, and
industry from India and abroad. This unique conference
showcased advanced research and development efforts
in aerospace engineering in India as well as have a
large number of contributions from the international
community of researchers.

A short film on 100 Years if Indian Institute of
Science was also screened at J N TATA Auditorium on
May 20, 2009. The duration of the film was 28 minutes.
As part of the conference, a Glider Design Competition
was also held.



JUNE 2009 15

News Snippets.
Candle Lighting at the Main Building.

On the eve of the Centenary Valedictory, a Candle Light-
ing event was arranged at the Main Building. Around
400 students and faculty along with their families gath-
ered to take part in the event. The event was kickstarted
by the Director asking the Morris Brothers to light the
first two candles. The surprise element was the crack-
ers that made a breathtaking debut around J N Tata’s
statue.

IISc staff unhappy over centenary gift.
IISc employees staged a protest against the Centenary
Gift of Rs.3000 by the administration. The demand is
for Rs.25000 or 25 grams of Gold.

IISc recommended by NSF.
Source: Times of India.

National Science Foundation (NSF) ranked IISc amongst
top 8 indian institutes for US graduate students to take
up research fellowships and short-term programmes.

President visits IISc.
President Pratibha Patil participated in the closing cer-
emony of IISc Centenary by unveiling a plaque on May
08, 2009.

Letter researches scams in IISc.
Source: Bangalore Mirror.

The anonymous letter says IISc Deputy Registrar Mo-
han Das is taking commissions to award contracts to M/s
Tarus Peripherals for servicing computers.

Bengali theatre festival and Moitree 2009.
Source: DNA.

To cater to the desire of the large Bengali population in
the city, MukhOsh, a Bengali theatre group in Banga-
lore is all set to organise a three-day theatre festival at
Rangashankara. Starting from May 29, the theatre festi-
val will see the participation of three drama groups from
Kolkata, apart from two Bangalore-based groups.

EE develops Portable OCR for visually disabled.
Source: Deccan Herald.

The projects on desktop-based OCR and text-to-speech
technologies can make a visually challenged person walk-
ing into a restaurant and reading the content of the menu
using his mobile phone. Currently, it is getting developed
at EE department.

IISc to get 1,500 acres of land.
Source: The Hindu.

The government has planned to allot 1,500 acres land in
Chitradurga district to Indian Insitute of Science (IISc)
to set up its research and study centre. The government
land would be provided at Kudapura in Challakere taluk.

WiCamp at IISc.
A group of green enthusiasts from all walks of life gath-
ered to discuss their ideas and experiences on environ-
mental conservation, eco sustainability and green devel-
opment.

Seminar on Science, Technology and National Security.
As part of IISc Centenary celebrations, a two-day seminar on ”Science, Technology & National Security - Role of
Indigenous Developments” was organized by IISc Alumni Association in association with IISc Alumni Cell. The
seminar held on May 23-24, 2009 at the Faculty Hall witnessed speakers from various scientific and industrial
organizations, and distinguished personalities who have achieved laurels for the country. The talks covered topics
including Atomic Energy, Aircraft and Aero Engines, Automobiles, Civil Engineering, Communication Devices and
Technology, Information technology, Power Generation and Distribution, Non-Conventional Energy, Smart Materi-
als, Super Conductors, Pharmaceuticals, Metallurgy and Materials, Pure Sciences, Space Science and Technology.
Visit IISc Alumni website (http://www.iiscalumni.com/news-events/upcoming-events.htm) for more details.

Encore.

404 Research Lab (http://www.404lab.com/404/) featured the 404 Not Found page designed by Anaska (CPDM) as
404 of the Week. The 404 Not Found page is the one we get when we type in an incorrect website address or when we
click an out-dated bookmark. All Voices posters during the Centenary and during Students’ Council Elections 2009
were designed by Anaska. He is also the designer of posters for Science and Technology Run.
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Cartoonscape: Candle Light Celebrations.

Illustration: Srishti Shukla (ECE).

Centenary Lecture by Sri Sri Ravi Shankar.
Institute witnessed the presence of Sri Sri Ravi Shankar,
Founder of Art of Living Foundation as part of the
Centenary Lecture series. The lecture delivered on May
25, 2009 in J N Tata Auditorium started with Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar asking the audience to feel at home. It
was then followed by questions from the audience.

Visit Voices website (http://www.iisc.ernet.in/voices)
for the videos of the program.

Tree uprooting around IISc.
Around 100 IISc students and faculty protested against
BBMP’s decision of uprooting of 120 trees around C N
R Rao Circle on May 28, 2009. The reason for uprooting
the trees was another underpass at the Circle. IISc
Greengang along with the Hasiru Usiru group staged
the protest.

A second human chain formation was arranged on
May 30, 2009.

Voices is Growing!
If you wish to join Voices, or wish to contribute

an article, or have any comments,
write to us at voices.iisc@gmail.com.
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