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From the 'Skeptic' in Me to the 'Thinking' Me... 

 

I choose the other path... 
Liberal, Radical, Non-conformist, Non-religious, A-political, 
Agnostic 
 
All the 'alternate' paths. 
 
A friend of mine terms it the easier route. After all, to follow 
and to confirm takes guts and gumption. 
 
The alternate paths are always relative. They move on a 
continuum with graded milestones. Who defines these 
alternate paths? Do the ones following them mark the 
distance and set the benchmark? Or does the outsider 
looking through his tinted glasses judge the perimeter? 
 
To me, being Liberal is to be able to have friends of the 
opposite gender and care two hoots about campus gossip. 
It is about WE being able to decide when 'we' want to have 
a baby and not have the world make our timetable. To me, 
being Radical is to not follow hierarchy and not treat a 
senior like 'GOD', just because they deem it necessary. To 
me, being a Non-conformist is to be able to do much more 
than my research, expanding boundaries and merging 
horizons; to explore my potential, be an active student on 
campus and to be able to say that the lab is after all not my 
favorite place on campus. To me, being Non-religious is to 
let people pray, believe and have faith of any manner and 
let people understand that I do not necessarily have to 
follow the prescribed faith. Is there anything termed the 
'global faith'? To me, being Apolitical is to understand that 
each political agenda has something good in store but not 
be blinded by the shiny curtains that rise. And being 
politically correct is very simple-not to say anything or do 
anything that hurts anybody's sentiments, targeting a 
sensitive aspect of their life; refusing to smile at crass jokes 

that bend the rules of gender, community and individual 
competence. To me, being Agnostic is to know that when 
good comes out of what I do or when the little I can do, 
makes someone happy; my prayers are answered. Rituals, 
ceremonies, mores, traditions do little to my understanding 
of my personal faith; though I admit, I am yet to completely 
dis-entangle myself from them. But yes, I have chosen the 
alternate path.. 
 
Why this multitude of thoughts on International Woman's 
Day! Am I not supposed to enjoy the attention, the special 
treatment, the scores of newspaper supplements talking of 
successful women, awards for the great women achievers, 
the jewellery ads promising us infinite happiness through a 
metal or stone. Screaming news about a Kathryn Bigelow 
winning the Oscar for best director on Woman's Day! So, 
does the day make her award special or the award make 
the day special!??! 
 
I, somehow am not enjoying all this. We fight for equality 
and then want reservations; claim we are intelligent and yet 
crosscheck our every decision with an esteemed opinion. 
We gloat in the success of one successful woman and then 
bury in self pity looking at the scores of them who are at 
mercy of nature for survival. We want to save the girl child, 
stop female feticide, work on marital laws, check violence 
against women, continue ranting about the glass ceiling. Let 
us do all this but standing as EQUALS.  At school quizzes, 
teams never have a reservation for girls, then why later in 
life, do we want a special place, a reserved seat, a 
chivalrous gentleman? 
 
Being special is a right reserved within us and demands 
chivalry from our end to accept it. 
Didn't I re-ascertain that I chose the other path? 

 
HAPPY WOMEN'S DAY… For whatever it may be... 

 

Madhurima Das (MGMT) 
 

Students’ Council News 
 
1) Organized Miditha on a grand scale with colleges 
from across Bangalore coming to participate. Plans to 
organize and extend this fest to country wide 
participation from next year, but need extreme support 
and participation of internal students. 
 
2) Organized Scientium as a combined effort with the 
institute to celebrate Open Day. 
 

3) The Women‟s Affairs Team, SC and the Women‟s 
Cell, IISc jointly organized a Basic Wen-lido Workshop: 
self defense course for the women of IISc. It turned out 
to be a huge success and attempts are being made to 
organize more such workshops in near future. 
 

 

Source: Students’ Council 

Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by authors in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect opinions, beliefs and viewpoints 
of Voices or official policies of Voices. However, this does not apply to the editorial content in this newsletter. 
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'Tabula rasa' 
 

The summer stream lets the mind take a stroll into 
different thoughts and wake to different questions. 

 
What next? 

 
What is the burning issue? 

 
What should Voices now bring on the platter? 

 
What are the new surveys that should commence? 

 
A platter of views, news, photos. Let us keep it 

simple. 
 

Look out for the Research Special Issue releasing 
simultaneously… 

 
Enjoy the summer slumber but let the siesta ensure a 

'tabula rasa' like transformation. 
 

Help us fill the blank spaces with your articles and 
your mind-takes. Write to us at 

voices.iisc@gmail.com. 
 

 

Madhurima Das (MGMT) 

 

Free Bird 
 

I‟m a free bird,  
but I can‟t fly… 
…In the sky… 
I‟m an eagle,  

that can‟t go so high… 
Wings mine are broken, 

I still came to the dessert, 
I think, I have lost my mind. 

Sun shines high,… 
I still want to touch the sky, 

Being pushed down by loved ones, 
My heart goes cry,… 

I‟m a free bird,  
but I can‟t fly… 

My wings are on fire, 
I still want to try. 

I know, if I jump the cliff, 
I‟ll be able to fly, 

Roaring down the mountains high, 
watching the prey from the sky, 

gushing down to snatch it… but sigh… 
I‟m a free bird,  
but I can‟t fly… 

 

Somjeet Biswas (MATERIALS) 

 

Common Usage Utilities 
 
Since the beginning of the bicycle drive with the concept of 
common usage bicycles, the little piece of imagination within 
me has been toying with the idea of whether this common 
usage policy can be extended to objects other than just the 
humble two wheeled bicycle. The following are some of the 
ideas I could come up with. I don't claim that they are 
practical. Some people may even find them outrageous. But 
the intention was not to provide practical ideas; the idea was 
to make an attempt at amusing the reader. 
 
Common Usage Cycle Rickshaw  

A friend of mine seemed none too eager on using the 
common bicycles. I learnt that my friend had difficulty in 
balancing on two wheels. So I wondered, why not have more 
than two wheels? In case tricycles are hard to procure, there 
are many unused cycle rickshaws around. It will not be 
difficult to balance it and it might also encourage people to do 
some social service and carry around a few hitchhikers 
 
Common Usage Boyfriends/Girlfriends  

Why stop at abandoned bicycles/cycle rickshaws? 
We can include single and eligible bachelors/bachelorettes 
into the common usage drive. The holiday season can be a 
lonely time on campus. There will be volunteers parked at 
strategic locations on campus. If you are not feeling like 
walking alone, feel free to pick up a suitable volunteer 
(depending on your orientation), take them for a ride around 
the campus and dump them at specified locations. It‟s like 
emotional Viagra for the flaccid at heart. 
 
Common Usage Electric Stoves and Cutlery  

We have to admit, instant tea/coffee from the 
machine is not the same as man-made tea/coffee. Presence 
of a stove and cutlery with a bit of raw material will enable 
students to enjoy the beverage of their choice even in the 
most unearthly hours. Those who are not sure of how to 
prepare tea/coffee need not fret. You can use the volunteers 
from the previous idea. 
 
I better stop here; else the next thing I might be asking for 
would be beer dispensing machines all over campus.  
 

Arjun Shetty (NIS)  

The Student Conference on Conservation Science at IISc 
 
Bangalore aims to bring together young researchers in 
conservation science to facilitate interaction, encourage 
exchange of research ideas and methods, and help build 
contacts and capacity. As a sister conference to SCCS-
Cambridge, SCCS-Bangalore will focus on attracting 
students primarily from countries in South and South-east 
Asia.  
 
The first conference will be held from 16 to 18 June 2010, at 
the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.  
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 Gymkhana Corner 

 
The past couple of months witnessed the occurrence of 
the following major events.  
 
Table Tennis Tournament:  
The table tennis tournament was held from February 
18th,2010 to March 8th, 2010. The categories and the 
number of participants were: Men's Singles (56), Men's 
Doubles (22 pairs), Women's Singles (10), Women's 
Doubles (3 pairs) and Mixed Doubles (5 pairs).  
 
The results are as follows.  
 
Men's Singles Beginners 
1.Balakrishnan (Chem) 
2. Girish M (Chem) 
 
Men's Singles Juniors 
1. Rahul P (CEDT) 
2. Sushruth Dhonti (ECE) 
 
Men's Singles Seniors 
1. Supratim (OC) 
2. Debraj (Phy) 
 
Men's Doubles 
1. Karthik & Abhijit (Aero) 
2. Supratim (OC) &  Debraj 
(Phy) 

Women's Singles 
1. Prachee Sawant (CSA) 
2. Nainita Bhowmick (BC) 
 
Women's Doubles 
1. Nainita (BC) & Prachee 
(CSA) 
2. Anshita (MRC) & 
Rohini(CES) 
 
Mixed Doubles 
1. Samya Ray (Math) & 
Eliza (Math) 
2. Karthik & Prachee (CSA) 

 
Chess Tournament:  
The chess tournament featured a classic format and a 
rapid format. The top 16 players from the classic format 
were pitted against each other in the rapid format. The 
brief results are as follows.  
 
Classic 
1. Prashanth,L.A. (CSA) 4.5  
1. Santosh,M. (Physics) 4.5  
2. Shivaprasad,J. (Civil) 4.0  
3. Viswanathan,S. (AE)  3.5 
4. Pandey,M. (Civil)       3.5 

Rapid 
1. Prashanth,L.A. (CSA) 4.0  
2. Viswanathan,S. (AE)  3.0  
3. Lalmuanzuala (Phy)   3.0  
4. Souren Misra (AE)     3.0 

 
Interdepartmental Throwball  
The interdepartmental throwball tournament was held 
from 8th march to 18th March. The results are as follows.  
 
1.Biochem  2. TMC  3. MBU 
 
Mr. Surendra Kumar of Neutech Solar Systems Pvt. Ltd 
was the chief guest. Dr. P K Das (IPC) was the special 
invitee. Mr. C P Poonacha sports officer gymkhana 
graced the occasion with his presence. 

Arjun Shetty (NIS)
  

Hopes Rise for Osteoporosis-Hit Women 
 

A new cure for osteoporosis, a common ailment for 
thousands of middle-aged women, is in the offing. An 
international team of scientists, including researchers from 
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, and Central Drug 
Research Institute (CDRI), Lucknow, have just found the 
exciting properties of a new molecule. But it may take years 
even to start the clinical trial. 

 

Smiling Prakash 
 
“I only drink Black Tea, no coffee or milk-tea”. A boy told me 
with a clear and distinct voice. He is enthusiastic, innocent 
and with a bagful of refreshing smiles, runs from one corner 
to the other corner of the tea kiosk with his confident 
service. The best thing about him is that his flourishing smile 
makes me and may be a dozen of tea board lovers feel 
different and rather confident when compared to my other 
disheartened friends in and around the campus. We try in 
vain to figure out the happiness formula through some 
meditation class or pay huge fees to some laughing club. 
But I bet, you can get that happiness free of cost just by a 
glance at “Smiling Prakash”. He doesn't require any guru or 
any laughter channel show to make him smile. For him a 
small chat with people and sometimes a tip makes him fly 
like a butterfly although his invisible wings are his “smile”. I 
am talking about that smiling boy of tea kiosk named 
Prakash. He can be recognized by his smile, by his green 
striped T-shirt, the one who often snatches your tea cup as 
soon as you finish your last drop of tea. He hails from a 
small village in northern Karnataka from a poor family; I 
mean poor in earning but richer in heart. To earn his daily 
bread he had to join a brick making factory and work as a 
child labor. He used to earn rupees five hundred in a month 
for all his hard work. But his fate has changed now. He 
wakes up early after a good night‟s sleep, takes a sip of his 
morning black tea under the first morning sun. He is very 
judicious in spending his money but he is very choosy about 
his lunch and dinner, what to eat and where to eat! After his 
dinner he just wants a good sleep, no TV or bad habits, 
which reflects his principles in life, without a degree or 
bookish education. With Prakash, “all is well”. With all the 
"Prakash" that he brings into our lives, his name is definitely 
very apt. 
 

Arun Banerjee (BIO CHEM) 

Professors from IISc win Scopus award 
 

Kavirayani R. Prasad (Org Chem), Siddhartha Gadgil 
(Maths) and Vijay B. Shenoy (Physics) were among the 10 
young scientists who won this year‟s NASI Scopus Awards 
instituted by the National Academy of Sciences, India, and 
Elsevier, a leading research publisher of scientific, technical 
and medical information products and services. 
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Illustration: Czuee Morey (MBU)  s 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Blank Spaces 

(This article won the First Prize in the Creative Writing event of Miditha 2010) 

 
A blank space – indeed how does one begin to describe a 
blank space? On the very face of it, the phrase appears to 
be a tautology, with „space‟ itself meaning „a vast, 
unoccupied area‟. As darkness is defined by the absence of 
light, the blank space can be defined by the absence of 
substance. But, on second thought, one sees that a blank 
space holds innumerous possibilities for interpretation. 
 
 
To a painter, it is an empty canvas, pregnant with myriad 
possible paintings to be made. To a teacher, it is an 
innocent child‟s mind, ready to be taught and eager to 
learn. A sculptor would see it as a beautiful piece of stone, 
waiting to be carved into his next masterpiece. It would 
remind the farmer of a land to be cultivated; and the builder, 
of a land that can be developed into a luxurious and 
profitable layout. A dancer would liken it to an open stage 
and a writer, to an unwritten page. The lover would see in it, 
a place where beautiful day dreams can be woven. 
 

To the thinker, it is the absence of cluttering. The yogi says 
it is the beautiful calmness and peace of mind; while to the 
spiritual, it is Nothingness, the point at which one sublimes 
and merges with the Supreme. 
 
A nature activist sees a blank space as a place of extensive 
deforestation. To the depressed it brings pictures of 
bleakness, while the psychiatrist would call it a 
representation of Alzheimer‟s disease. To the destitute, it is 
home. 
 
The beauty of the blank space lies in the eyes of the 
beholder – unadulterated and pure, or, barren and devoid of 
life. A pristine landscape waiting to be explored or a 
frightening ruin that drives away even the whiff of joy. A 
blank space is, thus, an externalization of our own mind. 
Our thoughts are what we see in it. When we calm our mind 
and drive out disturbing thoughts, it becomes the blank 
space that can be molded into countless possibilities.

Chetana Baliga (MBU) 
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Voices is Growing! 
If you wish to join Voices, or wish to contribute an article, or have any comments, write to us at voices.iisc@gmail.com. 

Obituary 
 

The last month witnessed the sad demise of one of our students, G. Govindh Narayan (MBU). 

We at Voices, pay our respectful homage to him. 


